
AN OPEN LETTER TO THE GOOD PEOPLE OF STRETE FROM THE VICAR ALISON SHAW  
 

I am writing to you with my good wishes for your health, safety and the life of this village. 
On behalf of the Church Council of St Michael’s it is important that I alert you to the current 
position of St Michael’s church.  
 
Please note this is NOT an appeal for money. 
 
There have been many happy occasions at St Michael’s including beautiful weddings and 
enchanting christenings. Sadly, we have said our goodbyes to dear people too. 
These events, together with carol services, Mothering Sunday, Easter, Remembrance and so much 
more, are part of the rich pattern of our community that helps shape our lives. 
 
Talking to local people, holiday visitors, guests at weddings, christenings and mourners at funerals, 
everyone expresses appreciation for the church and its people. They always comment on the warm 
welcome they receive and the peace and tranquillity the church provides. 
 
The Church Council has five people, three of whom are over eighty.  
Those five people, together with me as Vicar, have all the responsibilities of maintaining the 
building, organising services, running the finances and all the administration necessary for its safe 
and legal running.  
This has become very difficult and, while we are very grateful that one person has come forward 
recently to join us, more support from members of Strete community to help make good use of the 
church facilities is the reason for my letter.  
 
Of course, every organisation has to be financed, but without PEOPLE the church becomes an 
empty building. A building without people to care for it, to appreciate what it is to the village, to 
really want it in their village requires urgent action to be taken if it is to remain open.  
This could include various events similar to the concert organised by Trish & George from The 
Laughing Monk and the ‘Music for All’ concerts organised by Martin. This would help keep the 
church available for all. 
 
Strete community has pulled together over the past 14 months to support each other through the 
Covid-19 pandemic. The Church has not been able to open and serve the community through some 
of the pandemic, but it has offered a praying presence at all times. As we all receive our vaccine jab, 
we can celebrate together the hard work, dedication and discipline of everyone in keeping the 
Covid-19 infection and loss of life to a minimum in our community. 
 
The Annual Church Meeting will be held at the church on 26th May at 10:00am. This meeting 
reviews the past year and looks ahead into the next. Members of Strete community who might 
be interested and willing to discuss their ideas, will be very welcome. 
 
If you would like to make contact, please write to me at The Rectory, Stoke Fleming TQ6 0QB or 
email alishaw2001@yahoo.co.uk 
 
With my prayers and good wishes 
Alison 
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