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STRETE PARISH COUNCIL 
Clerk:  Mrs Helen Darch 

Homer Park, Strete, Dartmouth TQ6 0SJ    streteClerk@gmail.com      01803 770018      www.strete.org.uk  
 

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF STRETE PARISH COUNCIL (PC) 
HELD AT STRETE PARISH HALL ON THURSDAY 17th FEBRUARY 2022 AT 7.00 PM  

PRESENT 
Cllr Peter Hales (PH) (Chairman); Cllr Kate Gill (KG); Cllr Ian Cumberlidge (IC); Cllr Ralph Clark (RC); Cllr Graham Campbell 
(GC); Cllr Julian Brazil, County Councillor, Kingsbridge Division (JB) [arrived later]; Cllr Richard Foss, District Councillor, 
Allington & Strete Ward (RF); Mrs. Helen Darch {Clerk}; two members of the public. 
 
PUBLIC FORUM 
Penny Penhale as representative of the Parish Hall Committee, and Dorothy Teal as joint representative of the 
Parish Church and Social Club attended to discuss the plans for the Platinum Jubilee in June. RC represented the 
Kings Arms and the Clerk represented the Strete Chapel who confirmed they would be happy to support other 
groups. The Clerk also spoke on behalf of the Church. KG spoke on the beacon lighting. The Platinum Jubilee 
weekend will take place from 2nd to 5th June 2022. The representatives confirmed their plans for the holiday. 
 
Tea Party. The Parish Hall Committee offered to put on a tea party on June 5th from 2.30 to 4.30pm on the 
Hynetown Road outside the Parish Hall. Attendees will be asked to bring their own picnic and drinks. The Social 
Club has kindly volunteered to provide tea and coffee that afternoon.  The party is by invitation with an aim to 
include members from each family living in the Parish. Numbers will be finalized between the Hall Committee and 
the Parish Council. Resolved the Parish Hall Committee and Parish Council to agree how many people will attend 
the tea party. 
Penny would like to put on competitions for the children. The Hall Committee will provide chairs and tables and 
arrange for the road to be closed for the afternoon. If the afternoon is wet the party will be held in the Village Hall.  
Tricia Robertson has recorded music for the party to be played on a sound system lent by the Parish Church. 
A flyer is to go out in the Parish and Stretewise to publicize all the jubilee events. Resolved PH to organize the flyer 
and Stretewise. RC offered to ask his distribution team to post the leaflets. The road closure to be organized. 
Jubilee mugs will be offered to all children of school age [under 16] who live in Strete. The Parish Hall committee 
will organize this with the help of donations, including from the Parish Council, toward the cost which will be 
around £750. 
Jubilee photograph. Nick Shepherd has kindly offered to take a photograph of villagers on June 5th akin to the 
photograph taken in 2012. Resolved the Clerk to arrange with the Church to request the church carpark is 
available for the photograph. 
Beacon lighting. KG has arranged with Bruno Peek the pageant master to light a beacon in Strete at 9.00pm on 
June 2nd. There will be refreshments afterwards at Manor Farm. A ring of beacons will be lit round Start Bay at that 
time and date to commemorate the Jubilee. 
Flower festival. The Church will put on a flower festival for the duration of the bank holiday.  
Bell ringing. The Church will arrange a ring at 9.15 pm on Thursday 2nd June. This will coordinate with other bells 
rung in local parishes.  
Music recital. A celebration of music will be held in the Parish Church on Thursday 2nd June starting at 6pm.  
Celebration service. The Church has a service of celebration on June 5th at 11am to include favourite royal hymns. 
Beer festival and music. The Kings Arms Pub plans to put on a beer festival on the Friday 3rd and Saturday 4th June. 
The event will include food, drink and a jazz band. It will be on from 11am to 10.30pm each day. 
Penny and Dorothy then left the meeting at 7.13pm. 
 
COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT 
JB confirmed the 2022/23 budget for Devon County Council (DCC) had been set. There is an increase of 1.99% on 
services with an extra 1% on Adult Social Care. He cautioned that much of the increase in spending is being funded 
from reserves so it is not sustainable. However, there is an extra £1m available toward highways work.  
JB kindly offered £350 toward the Jubilee celebrations from his Localities Fund.  
Roads. RC asked if Lisa Edmonds and John Fewings would respond to his proposals on the Gateway Scheme [see 
January minutes County Councillor report]. JB promised to approach Lisa and John Fewings to remind them. 
Councillors raised concerns over the state of roads, and that promised road works were taking place at Hansel and 
not Fuge. Potholes were mentioned and it was suggested people claim compensation from DCC to prompt them to 
act.  JB to check with Lisa Edmonds why the Fuge Road hadn’t been done yet.  The report was received.  
 
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT 
RF kindly offered £100 from the Sustainable Communities Locality Fund toward the Jubilee celebrations in June. He 
intends to visit the Kings Arms soon with Andrew Bates the new Chief Executive of South Hams District Council 
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[SHDC] to show him how a community pub operates. The 2022/23 budget for SHDC was set with an increase of 2% 
or £5 maximum on Band D. This increase represents about £200,000 a year. 
RF referred again to a future shortfall in funding if government rules on the collection of business rates change [see 
January report of the District Councillor]. He commented this could see SHDC around £1m worse off over time 
compared with the current position.  
He confirmed FCC the waste contractor will collect green-bin waste in March or April. It was likely the uncollected 
waste would be difficult to handle after such a long time. The obligation to collect green-bin waste is included in 
the contract with FCC though it is not charged for. There is some discussion on whether there should be green-bin 
waste collection all year or just in the summer months. Some councils follow the latter practice. The contract is 
under discussion and review at the moment. SHDC has allocated £200,000 for compositing schemes in the 
Biodiversity fund and RF encouraged Strete to consider a site for recycling and composting on a long-term basis.  
Blindwells. RF confirmed the original date of commencement on the decision notice for 2954/20/VAR of 25th 
September 2021 was incorrect and should have been 25th September 2022. The start date for the works is 
therefore in time. Councillors then discussed the matter and how the error had arisen. RF suggested RC put the 
views of Strete Parish Council on this error and ancillary concerns in writing to the Chief Executive.    He also 
offered to bring the Chief Executive to a future meeting of the Council and discuss concerns. 
Strete Gate. RF confirmed the steps at the carpark will be replaced as part of the expansion of the carpark.  
The monument. RF, Piers Spence and Gilly Claydon had met with the Field Studies Centre [FSC] to discuss the 
options for maintenance of the monument when it was moved to its new site next to the Strete Gate carpark. This 
is on land held by the FSC. Option A i.e., the FSC look after the site and recharge costs was broadly accepted by 
them. Monies would be held in a separate account paid into by the parishes and which the FSC would use to 
defray costs. PH and Piers were working on the draft contract to go to a meeting of the six parishes on 10th March. 
Peter Chamberlain still needed to apply for planning permission on the site but this will be submitted soon. 
Slapton Line Partnership. The new adaptation manager Sam Lew had contacted members of the Partnership to 
meet and introduce himself. He met with PH, KG and GC on 15th February to discuss, among other, initial 
exploratory questions he prepared. A workshop is planned for 5th April where the Adaptation Plan for the Line will 
be discussed with members of the Partnership. The report was received.  
 

0222/1 APOLOGIES – Cllr Louise Newman (LN); Cllr David Rothwell (DR). 
 
0222/2 MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING HELD ON 20th January 2022 

The above minutes were AGREED with one amendment [change ‘Homelands’ to ‘Harbour Lights’ in 0122/5] as a 
true and correct record and were signed by the Chairman.   
 

0222/3 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
Parish Councillors were invited to declare any unregistered or other interest, including the nature and extent of 
such interests they may have in any items to be considered at this meeting. IC declared an interest in Item 7 
contracts and PH in Item 4 if Blindwells was discussed. RF offered to send the Clerk the latest rules on the types 
of declarations required as issued by the Monitoring Officer. 

0222/4       PLANNING & PLANNING MATTERS 

Planning applications consulted on. To discuss and respond to South Hams District Council on [] 

Asherne 0647/21/FUL Readvertisment (Additional information submitted and affecting the setting of a listed building). 

Construction of a stone-finished carpark. Asherne Lodge Strete TQ6 0RW. Resolved to support with a comment that the new 

parking area will have no more cars than at present. RF confirmed the application would be called to the Development 

Management Committee so councillors can offer evidence to support their views on how the plans improved the highway to 

counter the objection expressed by Highways.  

Blindwells 4447/21/FUL proposal for 3 outdoor heated swimming pools relating to the previous approved 3 residential 

dwellings (Resubmission of 1349/21/FUL). Blindwells Hynetown Road Strete TQ6 0RS. The application was discussed. RF 

informed councillors that outdoor swimming pools were now permitted development. Councillors agreed there were other 

outdoor pools in the vicinity.  IC wondered if the three pools would impinge on the roots of trees protected under the TPO. 

Resolved to object [PH abstained] with a comment on overdevelopment.  
Kings Arms Pub. RC confirmed a planning application was in for the sign at the pub carpark. He commented the 
new planning portal seemed difficult to use and unresponsive. 

 
0222/5    UPDATES ON STANDING AGENDA ITEMS 

Council targets agreed for 2021/22 year.  
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No Project  Target Resolved - latest 
1 Night Landing Site for Air Ambulance.  Operational by May ‘22 DAAT has closed their latest 

grant round. They will work 
with the parish in future 
funding bids. Some land in 
the village is still subject to 
probate. £1,010.47 is 
earmarked in reserves 
toward the project. 

2 Enhanced vehicle Speed Control measures in 
the village. 

 Operational by May ‘22 Vision Zero granted £2,345 
toward a second VAS 
machine.  DCC Highways has 
been chased twice on the 
project and PH wrote to the 
Police and Crime 
Commissioner to ask them 
to assist in this. It is now 
proposed to link the 
gateway project with the 
VAS and see if the monies 
can be used for both 
initiatives. Monies to be 
spent by July 2022.  

3 Raise Awareness of any forthcoming Green 
Grants for domestic heating, insulation etc. 

 When grants are available Drop-in event in Village Hall 
to be reorganised. CAB to 
provide their advisors. PH 
has requested £400 from 
RF’s Biodiversity and Climate 
Change fund toward this 
initiative. 

4 Secure electric vehicle public charging 
facility in the village. 

 Operational by May ‘22 Need a volunteer. 

5 Identify sites for tree planting in the village.  Plant trees in winter 21/22 Sites identified include 
Asherne and Manor Farm. 
To confirm a site to plant a 
Platinum Jubilee 
commemorative tree. 

6 Agree and sign up to an Action Statement on 
the Climate Change Emergency. 

 Target met at the October 
2021 meeting.  

It was resolved at the 
October meeting to endorse 
the Climate and Ecological 
Emergency Bill going 
through parliament.  

Other matters. 
Steps at Strete Gate. Discussed under District Councillor report. Monument at Strete Gate. This was also raised in 
the District Councilor’s report. The Slapton Line Partnership. Councillors discussed whether the Partnership should 
seek a more representative membership. PH expressed a desire for an action plan as well as an adaptation plan for 
the Line. He will send Sam Lew Strete Parish Council’s responses. RF noted there is an Emergency Plan which 
should be sent to all the members of the Partnership. RF noted the Line wouldn’t be protected at all costs but an 
approach of mitigation is being taken. To confirm the Emergency Plan is available.   
Dog bin. This will be installed shortly behind the Strete sign up from Manor Farm. Playpark. A work party will do a 
spring clean of the apparatus when the weather improves. IC reported a parishioner had been upset with him over 
the report in the minutes on an overgrown hedge there. The Clerk offered to abridge minutes for Stretewise. No 
decision was taken.  
Road sweep. RC reported a farmer had left slurry on the road after the sweep. Resolved the Clerk to write to the 
farmer to remind him of his obligations to keep the Highway clean.  
 

0222/6(a)  FINANCE 
Four cheques were listed for payment on the agenda, invoices circulated before the meeting and invoices approved for 
payment at the meeting. Four other invoices were subsequently received and circulated for approval at the meeting. 

1818 – Clerk salary for February £266.25.  1819 – Strete Parish Hall hire January £50 in connection 
with meetings on 5th January and 20th January. 
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1820 – Kingsbridge websites annual hosting 
package £70. To be paid by card and reclaimed. 

1821 – John Gilbert hedge cutting £360 plus VAT. 
 

1822 – Mr I Cumberlidge Buddle hole clearance 
Nov to Feb £410. 

1823 – Mr I Cumberlidge reimbursement of the cost of a 
Christmas tree for the Village £68. 

1824 – Greenspace 2 grass cuts/strims Sept and 
Nov 21 £203.80 

1825 – Brooking Hire Limited sweep of village Feb 21. 
£375 plus VAT. 

It was proposed and AGREED by all present to authorise the payments as enumerated above.  

0222/6(b)  FINANCE 
The Clerk presented the monitoring statements for February 2022. She stated she would update the statements 
for the final invoice received after these were sent out and send them to RC to upload on the website.  It was 
resolved the amended monitoring statements would be put on the website and the noticeboards. 

0222/6(c)  FINANCE  
      Cash at bank – £10,717.31CR Current account at 10/02/22, £11,309.50CR Business Reserve account at 10/02/22.  

 
0222/6(d)  FINANCE  

Resolved to carry forward a provision of £673.73 toward print costs on the Neighbourhood Plan which hadn’t 
been billed since notified in April 2021. Resolved to carry forward the budget of £1,250 toward carbon neutral 
initiatives. The Clerk will send out an updated budget spreadsheet for budget proposals to be input. 
  

0222/7 UPDATE ON CONTRACTS 
 Resolved the contract for road sweeping to be let for two years from the year starting April 2022 to Mark Rowe 

in the sum of £370 plus VAT per quarter. Tipping to be provided gratis by a local farmer. This is an increase of 
£80 per year on the existing contract. Another tender had been received but was for £350 per quarter plus £150 
tipping costs plus applicable VAT. Resolved RC to draw up a contract to send to the Clerk to issue to Mr Rowe. 

 Resolved: the contract for grass cutting and strimming to be relet to Greenspace for two years from April 2022 in 
the sum of £2,134.20 per year no VAT. This is an increase of £300 per year on the current contract. GC informed 
the meeting he had asked three contractors but received only one response. The Clerk asked two local contractors 
who didn’t offer to bid. Resolved the Clerk update the contract for the accepted quote and send to Greenspace.  
Buddle holes. IC updated the meeting on the specification for the buddle hole contract. He had to include three 
more buddle holes on the scheme but commented DCC no longer provided maps of buddle holes for parishes to 
use. Resolved PH to update the map for the parish with all buddle holes. The updated scope to go out to tender 
to the three contractors identified by the Clerk.  
 

0222/8       PLATINUM JUBILEE 
 This was discussed in the Public Forum. KG informed all she had designed a couple of desserts fitting for the 

jubilee. She commented a Certificate of Grateful Recognition will be sent to all participants in the Jubilee. PH noted 
the Parish Council will fund the free mugs to youngsters.  
 

0222/9       CYCLIC CONTRACT WITH DEVON COUNTY COUNCIL TO MAINTAIN DRAINAGE ON THE HIGHWAY 
 JB had left the meeting so this was only discussed briefly. GC observed the draft specification wasn’t very clear and 

RC felt the Parish couldn’t do the works requested for only the £2,220 offered in the draft contract. 
 
0222/10 SLAPTON LINE PARTNERSHIP 
 Councillors met with Sam Lew the Adaptation Manager on February 15th to discuss their points of view and 

concerns over the future of the Line. They felt Sam was sympathetic and had prior experience dealing with coastal 
erosion on the east coast. However, there is also a need for a change of emphasis from the Partnership toward 
looking to sustain the future of the Line. Could the shingle be reinstated along the Line for instance? GC wondered 
how much the rock armour placed along the Line would cost overall. Plymouth University has done an impact 
report which might address this. Natural England is against interventions along the Line however. 

 
0222/11     CLERK’S REPORT 

Report submitted before the meeting. 

Annual meeting of electors. It was resolved to hold this meeting in April as in prior years before 2019 with the 
regular meeting of the Council to follow on. The Clerk will issue invitations and publicity for April 21st at 6.30pm.  

Report on housing crisis. The Clerk had attended a Zoom meeting convened by DALC on February 2nd on the local 
housing crisis. The notes of this meeting had been circulated already. For information.  

Banking. The Clerk is still dealing with this. For note. 
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Model Publication Scheme. To carry over to March.  

Post box on Hynetown Road. The Council wrote to Royal Mail on 24th January to complain and ask for the post-
box to be reinstated.  The report was received.  

0222/12 CHAIR’S REPORT 
Report submitted before the meeting. The Chair report was submitted in the form of a newsletter which will go 
out in a flyer to parishioners in the next week. 
Dear Householder, there are a few items of news that the Parish Council (PC) would like to share with you. Also, 
overleaf is a resident survey about leisure facilities so that you can point the PC in the right direction to suggest 
new improvements before the Annual Village Meeting in April.  
 
Firstly, a word about the Precept, which is the amount of money that is transferred to the Parish Council annually 
from the Council Tax that all residents pay to South Hams District Council (SHDC). In December, the PC met to set 
the level of precept for the financial year 2022-23, which will start to be paid in April. We felt that the accounts 
showed that the PC could maintain the level of services for the forthcoming year in line with what is currently 
provided in the present budget, including grass cutting, drain cleaning, road sweeping and other activities. 
However, when it came to costs, the PC was concerned about the levels of inflation being reported recently 
(annual consumer inflation was running at around 5% in December and trending upwards). For the current 
financial year 2021-22 the PC had managed to hold the budget with just a 1% inflation increase on 2020-21, but it 
was obvious that this would not be possible for next year. So, the PC members unanimously resolved to request an 
increase from £13,130 to £14,000, which represents a 6.6% increase. Now for the good news! Since the December 
meeting, SHDC has provided the PC with updated information on the number of registered properties in the 
village, which is always expressed as ‘Band D equivalents’ rather than actual numbers of houses. For 2022-23 this 
has risen from 286.79 to 302.04, which means that the Strete Precept gets shared amongst more households than 
in 2021-22. So, the outcome is that despite a larger allowance for inflation, the Parish charge for a Band D 
household will rise from £45.78 to £46.35, a rise of 57 pence or just 1.25%.  
 
Speeding and Traffic Calming. Thanks to our Parish Clerk Helen, the PC has been awarded a grant to purchase a 
second VAS radar speed detector, which the PC proposes to mount on the A379 at the Dartmouth Road entrance 
to the village. The PC is also continuing to work on a scheme for a ‘Village Gateway’ on the Totnes Road entrance 
which will include a pattern of road markings designed to slow traffic shown in the sketch below. Funding for this 
proposal has been requested from Devon Highways.  
 
Broadband. The PC has heard that over coming months BT Openreach is planning a government funded upgrade 
for the village which will bring greatly improved speeds and reliability by upgrading home connections to full fibre. 
Unfortunately, this has resulted in the erection of new telephone poles in Vicarage Lane, as Openreach could not 
justify the cost of burying new cables to serve just a few customers down the lane. The PC protested about this, 
citing concerns about new poles being installed in the Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. Unfortunately, it seems 
that both the PC and South Hams District Council are powerless to protest, as Openreach have powers of 
permitted development and may do as operationally necessary when it comes to installing poles.  
 
Winter Road Salt. The PC has a stock of bagged road salt to distribute to households for use in icy weather. If you 
wish to take a bag home, there is currently a collection point in front of the Parish Hall. No cost is involved.  
 
Her Majesty the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee The 70th anniversary of the accession of Queen Elizabeth II to the 
throne took place on 6th February 2022, this being the only occasion in history that a monarch has reached this 
milestone. Residents may know that the main celebrations of this important event will take place nationwide over 
the specially extended bank holiday weekend of Thursday 2nd to Sunday 5th June 2022. Various organisations in 
the village are planning a series of events over this weekend, as outlined earlier in the minutes. 
 
Jubilee Commemorative Mug. This is being arranged by the Strete Parish Hall Committee with funding from Strete 
Parish Council, County and District councils and other kind donors. 
 
Resident Survey. Funding for improvements to public amenities in Strete. Many residents will be aware that after 
long delays, work on redeveloping the Blindwells site on Hynetown Road has now commenced with the demolition 

 



Page 6 of 7 
 

 

of the old bungalow and clearance of the site. Permission has been granted for the erection of three new houses. 
As part of the process of gaining planning permission from South Hams District Council (SHDC) for these new 
properties, the Developers have been required to lodge a sum of approximately £12,000 with SHDC, which is to be 
used towards improvements to the public facilities in the village. The agreement document (known as a Section 
106 agreement) states that the money is to be spent on projects in any of three community areas: 
 • The Village Green • The Village Playpark • Blackbird Wood. 
 The funding is held safe by SHDC on behalf of Strete Parish Council. The PC now needs to identify, cost and put 
forward suitable projects so that the funds may be used. The PC is seeking to hear resident’s views and ideas on 
how and where the money should be spent. Please fill out your response below and deposit it in the collection box 
in the Village Shop before Friday 11th March. Alternatively, please send a short e-mail to the Parish Clerk at this 
email address: - streteclerk@gmail.com. 
 
The Village Green and the Village Playpark are managed and operated directly by the Parish Council. Blackbird 
Wood is held in Trust by the “Nan and John Smithes 1997 Charitable Trust – Melro de Smithes Wood” and is 
managed by a Board of Trustees. The PC has advised the Trustees about the availability of funding and clearly any 
proposals for improvements at Blackbird Wood would have to be agreed by the Trust.  
 
To take part in our survey, please answer the following questions: Of the three locations, which do you feel is the 
most important to the community? Do you have any specific ideas about what the money should be spent on? Do 
you have any other comments? The Chair’s report was received. 
 

0222/13 CLIMATE CHANGE EMERGENCY 
This was taken earlier. Please see 0222/5 for updates on green grants.  
 

0222/14 COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS 
 Reports had been circulated prior to the meeting. PH. This report was given under 0222/12.  

 
KG. Slapton Line Partnership and AONB. Peter, Graham and I had a meeting with Sam Lew this week about the 
SLP. Sam is well qualified to take on this position. He is working hard to mitigate circumstances which might befall 
us should the Slapton Line become breached again.  

LN.  Roads: hedges, and litter. LN was absent but had submitted a report. Road Report. The roads are looking 
very smart after sweeping. There appear to be no problems. The Clerk to follow up the potholes on Southwood Hill 
mentioned at the last report, I drove up there again and counted 3 deep ones. The hedges have been cut back 
although there are two along the A379 which could do with a trim at the corner of Hynetown Road, the new house 
and the one just beside it. Vicarage Lane, the hill section hedge on the right going down has been cut as the new 
owner agreed and it is now much better, the surface of that section of the road is not good. The three milestones 
are all fine. Litter picking Saturday 19th February at 9.30am at the Parish Hall. The litter pick will go ahead unless 
the weather is horrendous. I would be most grateful if you would please encourage people to come.   At the 
meeting IC reported complaints from a few parishioners on the recent state of the hedges after the cut had been 
done on Vicarage Lane. 

DR. Health and safety, Parish Hall liaison. Defibrillator; the machine is regularly checked and updated with South 
West Ambulance Service. Parish/Village Hall; at a recent meeting held last week, arrangements were finalised for 
the curling evening being held on Friday 18th February which to date had thirty entrants. The next event will be 
the Auction of Promises being held on Saturday 2nd April. Hosted by local auctioneer Mr Andrew Jarrold, the 
evening will begin with a cash bar and nibbles, background music will be provided by a recital by Trish from the 
Laughing Monk. This will be followed by supper and then the auction. We already have some wonderful pledges 
that includes a trip with Ribeye, tutored wine tasting for four, a ride in a Ferrari, framed local photo, personal 
training session with lunch at Winslade Park, and many more. So, it should be a really good evening. Litter and Poo 
Bins; nothing to report. 
 
IC. Rights of Way, Tree warden, Strete Gate and Playpark. Strete Gate: - Nothing much to report here, other than 
a phenomenal number of dog-walkers visiting this area. I would like to think that ALL folk are "picking up" after 
their 'best friends'...?! Sadly.... Not!! (And WHY people think that it is fine for their dogs to sit on top of the picnic 
tables, after doing, well, you can imagine What...!!I do NOT know...!! However, that is beyond my control...!! Tree 
warden; - Again, sadly, at a time when we should be planting more trees, (and we WILL.) a few more have been 
'felled' at various properties, which I think are "view related"...! 'Ash die-back' in the area has precipitated a lot of 
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"Felling" at Strete Gate corner, and in the Gara Valley beyond. A bit devastating really...! Winter gales, as I "speak", 
may lead to a few more 'casualties' in the tree stocks. Play Park; - The play-park is looking a bit shabby at the 
moment, (long grass, Mole hills etc), but functional. A few more fittings on equipment still to be "anti-rusted" and 
a bit more clearance of grass roots on safety matting. I will try to remove more Mole hills over the next few days. 
 
RC. Planning and Neighbourhood Plan, road maintenance including sweeping and Kings Arms liaison. 
Neighbourhood Plan. The Examiner’s Report was formerly accepted by Parish Council members at the Parish 
Council meeting on 16th December 2021. SHDC hope to have this finalised within the next week. 
 
The Kings Arms. The Kings Arms closed after Sunday lunch on 09/01/2022 to allow planned, necessary 
maintenance works to proceed during a typically quiet time after the Christmas & New Year holidays. Maintenance 
works included deep cleaning the kitchen and extraction system, decorating the dry store area, servicing the hot 
water & heating boiler and repairing panelling in the cellar to comply with environmental requirements. In 
addition, the dining area and bar were deep-cleaned together with the paving joints of the outside terrace cleaned 
and sealed to remove weeds and provide an improved appearance. The gardening volunteer team have given the 
grass its first-cut together with reducing some bulb and plant growth.   
The Kings Arms reopened on Friday 28/01/2022 followed by a number of events that have kick-started momentum 
to welcome customers with excellent food options and front-of-house staff committed to provide exceptional 
customer experience.  
Steve (chef) has a new cooker in the kitchen that is designed to help him meet demand more efficiently and save 
on gas usage (which is important with the current surge in increased energy costs). The Management Team are 
building on their plans for a Front of House Team with more willing people coming forward to help as the Kings 
Arms prepares for February half-term, Easter and the summer season beyond.  
 
Village Road Sweeping. The Village Sweep took place on Tuesday 8th February. Thanks to all those who moved 
their vehicles parked on the highway. This helped the sweeper driver ensure a clean sweep of the routes through 
the village as well as removing many weeds. However, it has been frustrating to see that farm vehicles have been 
distributing farm slurry into fields in the village leaving mud on the highway within days of the Village Sweep taking 
place. We can only hope they will clean up afterwards!! 
 
GC. Village Green, Prideaux Lane, campervans and carparks, social care and Slapton Line partnership. Village 
Green. We can finalise the contract for grass cutting at meeting on 17th. I notice that Prideaux Lane ruts have 
worsened in one area where it is wet. I wonder about filling ruts where it is bad with some hard core or other 
material. Citizens Advice will be opening local weekly access again in next two weeks at the Community Cafe in the 
market place Dartmouth. Exact details of times etc will be advertised but it looks like Mondays for face-to-face 
interviews. Access to CA is also available by phone, email or video calls. Dartmouth Caring are offering medical 
appointment transport once again to all local hospitals. Slapton Line. A meeting with Sam Lew the new Slapton 
Line Adaption Manager will have taken place on Tuesday 15th. Feedback at PC meeting. Reports were received.  
 

0222/15    CORRESPONDENCE 
All correspondence has been circulated to councillors. 
 

0222/16    OTHER BUSINESS 
Councillors touched on the s106 monies available for three Village projects as outlined in the Chairman’s report. 
Resolved the Clerk to confirm with SHDC whether the monies can be spent on maintenance [revenue] or only 
capital works. Resolved to send out the flyer next week with an aim to have feedback by the March meeting and 
a full discussion with parishioners at the Annual Meeting of Electors in April.  
PH asked councillors if they would like to receive training. The Clerk to circulate courses available from DALC. 
 

0222/17    DATE OF NEXT MEETING:   Thursday 17TH March 2022. Venue in the Parish Hall unless otherwise advised. THE 
MEETING WAS CLOSED at 9.30 p.m. 
  

Signed: Cllr Peter Hales (Chair) Dated: ........................................................................................ 17TH MARCH 2022 


