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STRETE PARISH COUNCIL 
Clerk:  Mrs Helen Darch 

Homer Park, Strete, Dartmouth TQ6 0SJ    streteClerk@gmail.com      01803 770018      www.strete.org.uk  
 

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF STRETE PARISH COUNCIL (PC) 
HELD AT STRETE PARISH HALL ON THURSDAY 21st April 2022 AT 8 PM  

PRESENT 
Cllr Peter Hales (PH) (Chairman); Cllr Kate Gill (KG); Cllr Ian Cumberlidge (IC); Cllr David Rothwell; Cllr Louise Newman (LN); 
County Councillor Julian Brazil (JB); District Councillor Richard Foss (RF). 
Mrs. Helen Darch {Clerk}; four members of the public. 
 
PUBLIC FORUM 
Those parishioners present declined to speak. 
 
COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT 
The County Councillor complimented Strete’s chairman on his proactive approach. He observed this made things 
easier for the County and District councillors. For example, the plans to move the monument at the Middle carpark 
which were being discussed in 2019 were aided considerably by the recent work of the Strete and Stokenham 
chairmen on the maintenance agreement between the six parishes. 

Both Devon County Council and South Hams District Council are investing in the proposed Plymouth Freeport. It is 
hoped this will bring jobs and business into the South Hams. https://www.plymouth.gov.uk/plymouthandsouthdevonfreeport 

JB noted how communities had come together during COVID and parish councils had helped this to a large extent. 
Finally, he paid tribute to previous chairmen of Strete Parish Council: Malcolm Hollis, Tony Crawford and Bryan 
Seymour. He reminded all that parish councillors are unpaid volunteers who give their time freely. The report was 
received.  

DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT 

RF touched on the Slapton Line Partnership meeting on 22nd March with Sam Lew [the adaptation manager for the 
Slapton Line Partnership]. The process of deciding the future of the Line is going to be a long one. It will take 
funding from central government to keep the Line open. There needs to be a plan in place for when the Line finally 
goes which is likely some time given the rise in sea level. This back up plan needs to consider an alternate route 
using the back roads.  

Mr. Steve Mullineaux, the Director of Customer Service Delivery at South Hams District Council [SHDC] then spoke 
in reply to a letter sent by the Parish Council in March which had raised a number of complaints about various 
services provided by SHDC. He commented that SHDC levies around 9p in the £ on Council Tax bills. 

Waste collection service. The contractor engaged by SHDC is a Spanish firm FCC which already had the contract for 
West Devon. This had worked well and included the recycling arrangements envisaged for SHDC. The contract 
between SHDC and FCC originally agreed FCC would implement the new recycling system in September 2020.  

Thereafter a number of problems arose: the pandemic, lack of staff, unfamiliarity with the routes and the changed 
working practices adopted under the new recycling arrangements. It was decided around March 2021 to introduce 
a phased roll-out of the new arrangements. So, some householders would stay on the new system, some would be 
on a ‘comingled’ system where waste would be sorted at the Plymouth waste facility. And some would remain on 
the old blue and clear plastic bag system. At the same time a decision was taken to focus on the statutory waste 
collection i.e., the refuse and recycling not the garden waste. This was a temporary means of freeing up resources 
to focus on the main waste collection. The green waste collection was resumed in March/April 2022. 

SHDC has regular meetings with FCC on the management of the contract. In the meantime, householders should 
report missed collections to www.southhams.gov.uk/missedcollection as this will provide client data on the 
performance of the contract to report to FCC. Steve also advised householders to leave their uncollected bins 
outside until the end of the next working day as these may be picked up on a remedial collection. 

Planning. SHDC sees more applications than any other district in Devon with only Cornwall locally surpassing this 
volume. The volume is then compounded by a shortage of planners. Market incentives have been offered but 
planners move on and so qualified people, many of them knowledgeable on the local area, are lost. Steve 
admitted a lack of response to communications is a problem with staff but planners have around 50 cases each 
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when the recommended number is 35. The enforcement team has been boosted to six members by new recruits. 
SHDC intends to bring staff back into the office and this should improve workflow. He admitted the draft 
Memorandum of Understanding on the working relationship between SHDC Planning and the parishes had not 
been accepted by many parishes.  

PH thanked Steve for this explanation. Steve then left the meeting. 

0422/1   APOLOGIES – Cllr Ralph Clark (RC); Cllr Graham Campbell (GC). 

0422/2 MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING HELD ON 24TH March 2022 
The above minutes were AGREED as a true and correct record and were signed by the Chairman.   
 

0422/3 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
Parish Councillors were invited to declare any unregistered or other interest, including the nature and extent of 
such interests they may have in any items to be considered at this meeting. No interests were declared though KG 
later declared an interest under 0422/8. 

0422/4       PLANNING & PLANNING MATTERS 

Planning applications consulted on. To discuss and respond to South Hams District Council on  
Southwood Farm Blackpool. 0344/22/FUL. Proposed agricultural building 22.86m x 22.87m with 3.04 m overhang. Southwood 

Farm Blackpool TQ6 0PN. Resolved to support with a recommendation that there is a tree screen on the elevations which 

face the Village.  

Southwood Farm Blackpool. 0345/22/FUL. Proposed agricultural building 18.28m x 22.87m with 3.04 m overhang. Southwood 

Farm Blackpool TQ6 0PN. Resolved to support with a recommendation that there is a tree screen on the elevations which 

face the Village.  

Camellia House, Vicarage Lane Strete. 0871/22/HHO. Householder application for part conversion of garage to living room, 

changes to window and door colour and minor changes to type and size of windows. Camellia House, Vicarage Lane Strete TQ6 

0RN. Resolved to support. 

Other planning matters. RF commented on the recent outcome of Asherne [0647/21/FUL] where the Development 

Management Committee on 13th April resolved to support the application after a presentation by KG who represented Strete 

Parish Council. It was explained the car park would not create additional road traffic and this was accepted by the Committee.  

RF and JB then left the meeting. 
 

0422/5    UPDATES ON STANDING AGENDA ITEMS 
Council targets agreed for 2021/22 year.  
No Project  Target Resolved - latest 
1 Night Landing Site for Air Ambulance.  Operational by May ‘22 DAAT has closed their latest 

grant round. They will work 
with the parish in future 
funding bids. This is a long-
term goal now. Some land in 
the village is still subject to 
probate. £1,010.47 is 
earmarked in reserves 
toward the project. 

2 Enhanced vehicle Speed Control measures in 
the village. 

 Operational by May ‘22 Vision Zero awarded £2,345 
toward a second VAS 
machine.  PH to reply to 
Vision Zero on whether 
Strete Parish Council wish to 
subscribe to the discounted 
bulk-buy scheme. Monies to 
be spent by July 2022.  

3 Raise Awareness of any forthcoming Green 
Grants for domestic heating, insulation etc. 

 When grants are available Drop-in event in Village Hall 
will be rescheduled to a 
Saturday in May. The CAB to 
provide their advisors. PH 
has requested £400 from 
RF’s Biodiversity and Climate 
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Change fund toward this 
initiative. 

4 Secure electric vehicle public charging 
facility in the village. 

 Operational by May ‘22 Need a volunteer. 

5 Identify sites for tree planting in the village.  Plant trees in winter 21/22 Sites offered include Manor 
Farm. The Church will plant a 
crab-apple tree in the 
Churchyard to 
commemorate the Platinum 
Jubilee. IC suggested room 
for two [silver birch] trees 
below the Village Green. 
DCC Highways would need 
to be consulted on suitable 
trees and upkeep/insurance 
issues. 

6 Agree and sign up to an Action Statement on 
the Climate Change Emergency. 

 Target met at the October 
2021 meeting.  

It was resolved at the 
October meeting to endorse 
the Climate and Ecological 
Emergency Bill going 
through parliament.  

Other matters. None were raised separately. 
0422/6(a)  FINANCE 

Ten cheques were listed for payment on the agenda, invoices circulated before the meeting and invoices approved for 
payment at the meeting. 

1829 – Clerk reimbursement for card payment for 
print costs toward neighbourhood Plan. Payment 
approved 0322/6a. £575.43 plus £98.29 VAT. 

1830– Clerk reimbursement for card payment to the Society of 
Local Council Clerks for CILCA course £410. Approved 1021/8. 
 

1831 – Grant to Parish Hall toward bunting for 
Platinum Jubilee £75. Approved 1221/8. 

1832 – Clerk salary for April £271. 
 

1833 – St Michaels Parish Church annual grant 
£400. Approved 1121/12. 

1834 – Devon Association of Local Councils annual membership 
£117.58. 

1835 – To reimburse Mr P Hales for payment to 
order 72 jubilee mugs at £527.23 inc VAT. 
Includes 36 mugs approved 0322/8. 

1836 – Helen Solomon Ltd Payroll for y/e 31st March 2022 £70 
plus VAT. 

1837 – Mr Chris Ellis bus shelter repairs £70. 
Approved 1021/8. 

1838 – Strete Parish Hall hire March 2 meetings. £60. 
 

 
It was proposed and AGREED by all present to authorise the payments as enumerated above.  

 
0422/6(b)  FINANCE 

The Clerk presented the initial monitoring statements for 2022/23 which cover April 2022. The costs (£2,688.53) 
and income (£544.78 from a VAT reclaim for 2021/22) in the statements reflect the first month of the year only. It 
was resolved the monitoring statements would be put on the website and the noticeboards. 

0422/6(c)  FINANCE  
The fixed asset for the year to 31st March 2022 was received and approved. This now included £1,311.50 of 
upgrades to the Council’s benches and picnic tables which included replacement timbers, screws and 
weatherproofing. These measures would extend the useful life of the equipment in excess of 1 year. There were 
also 5 speed signs. The total cost of fixed assets held is now £89,563.39 at 31st March 2022. 

0422/6(d)  FINANCE  
The Clerk had circulated a Certificate of Exemption to exempt the Council from an external audit [limited 
assurance review] prior to the meeting. This document permits an authority to self-certify that an external audit is 
not required in a particular year. However, to do so the authority must have income or expenditure less than 
£25,000 in the  year under review here, 2021/22, and the external auditor has not raised matters of concern in 
connection with the previous audit year i.e., 2020/21. Draft gross income is £15,742 and draft gross costs £13,218 
at 31/3/22. Resolved: to date and sign the certificate to send back to the external auditor PKF Littlejohn LLP.  
The independent examiner to review the accounts and systems in early May and do a report for the May meeting. 

 
0422/6(e)  FINANCE  
       Cash at bank – £9,872.27CR Current account at 08/04/22, £11,309.69CR Business Reserve account at 08/04/22.  



Page 4 of 7 
 

 

  
0422/6(f)  FINANCE  

The Clerk explained that Bankline required the Council to pass a resolution as part of the process of application for 
the online account. The resolution states the Council authorises two signatories to sign on its behalf and the 
Council accepts its terms of business. Two other signatories will be added once the account is live. 
It was resolved that the persons named in section [4 ] of this application are authorised to: 
• complete and sign the National Westminster Bank PLC’s Bankline application form for provision of internet 
banking services. 
• accept the Bankline for Communities pilot terms on behalf of the unincorporated body. 
 

0422/7 UPDATE ON CONTRACTS 
The WIFI contract will need to be renewed from May.  

Buddle holes. The process of locating buddle holes is ongoing. This was noted.  
 

0422/8       PLATINUM JUBILEE 
The Council resolved to order an additional 36 jubilee mugs to provide to children in the parish. KG declared an 
interest as she wished to order mugs. PH kindly ordered 72 mugs in early April which should arrive in early May in 
good time for the June celebration. There is also a cheque of £75 toward bunting costs which will go to the Parish 
Hall committee. £450 in grants have been received toward jubilee costs.  

0422/9 CLERK’S REPORT 
Report submitted before the meeting. Banking. As above [0422/6(f)] a mandate needs to be signed and a 
resolution passed. The form should then capture the electronic signatures for the two of four signing under the 
mandate rules and then be sent back to Bankline. According to Bankline the other two signatories can then be 
added once the account is up and running. 

Road safety measures. Strete Parish Council has now received a grant of £2,345. There is an option to subscribe to 
a joint-purchase scheme to purchase the VAS at a discount. The Council still need to consider if the Gateway 
Project can be included in the scheme in this project. It has been lodged in the 2022/23 budget at nil cost. For 
note. 

Notification of road works. The Clerk gets daily notices but the information remains a bit hit and miss. The daily 
notices don’t always match what gets done. Maybe one for Julian.  

HMCE grant. This has been applied for to cover at least 50% of the £ 1,480 [ex fuel variation] road sweep contract 
entered into in February. The Council can apply for more once the buddle hole contract is let. The claim must be 
for future works not that already paid-for.  

Update on insurance and policies and procedures. A renewal from our current insurer was received last week for 
the same premium as last year £336.83. To investigate if this is still suitable and if another suitable premium might 
quote for less. To report to the May meeting. 

For June: to update and adopt the financial regulations. For July: report on updated standing orders. Action: to 
discuss and update/adopt as noted. The report was received.  

0422/10 CHAIR’S REPORT 
   Report submitted before the meeting. April 2022 report 

Residents survey for improvements to leisure facilities  
Thanks to all residents who responded to the recent survey regarding ideas for spending the approx. £12,000 s106 
Developer Contributions for the Blindwells site. These monies are available now to spend on capital projects 
involving the Play Park, the Village Green and Blackbird Wood. We had 21 survey replies and residents provided a 
broad mix of opinions and ideas. The PC carried out a series of site meetings at the three locations on the evening 
of 19th April in order to inform further discussion.  
May PC Meeting  
The Right Hon Anthony Mangnall MP has agreed to attend our next Parish Council meeting in May. Also in 
attendance will be Sam Lew, the new Adaptation Manager at the Slapton Line Partnership. One of the more 
important issues likely to be addressed by Mr Mangnall will be questions surrounding the resilience of the Line. 
This will be a public meeting, and I believe that there is likely to be a lot of public interest.  
Bus Consultation by Devon County  
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National announcements from DfT that the funding available for the ‘Bus Back Better’ campaign has been slashed 
to £1.9 Bn has rather scuppered hopes for the Devon Bus Service Improvement Plan. It is currently unclear what 
level of funding the County will receive, but it will be a case of cutting the cloth to suit the funding once an 
announcement is made. Much of the work that went into compiling the BSIP will have been wasted.  
HM The Queen's Platinum Jubilee Anniversary in June  
A range of events is being planned by village organisations and other individuals, including a street party (with road 
closure) on Hynetown Road on the Sunday afternoon. The Parish Council will do its best to ensure that all residents 
are fully aware of the events as the June weekend approaches. I can confirm that the PC has resolved to give a free 
commemorative China mug to every Parish resident aged 16 or under on 5th June, and we are keen to refine our 
list of eligible young people. If you know someone who would be eligible, please let the Clerk know. It is hoped 
that the mugs will be available for distribution at the Sunday event.  
Slapton Line Partnership  
A meeting of the SLP took place on 22nd March 2022 and agreed minutes are awaited.  
Proposed relocation of the Slapton Line Memorial  
Following agreement of a form of words for the Maintenance Agreement between the six Parishes, Piers Spence, 
Chairman of Stokenham PC, has opened discussions with the FSC.  
Climate Change Emergency  
It is still hoped that the PC’s postponed Home Energy Efficiency residents meeting arranged for 15th January can 
be re-arranged for a Saturday morning in May.  
Waste Collections  
The “Brown Bin” green garden waste collections re-commenced in Strete on Wednesday 6th April. However, SHDC 
have today published an open letter revealing that the contractor is currently suffering from staff shortages and as 
a result, some brown bin collections are being missed so that statutory black bin and recycling services can be 
maintained. It remains to be seen how much of a problem this will pose, but it is a disappointing development. 
Night Landing Site for the Devon Air Ambulance  
The PC has so far drawn a blank in its search for a suitable night landing site for this important facility, and it seems 
that all current possible candidate sites have now been evaluated and rejected. It remains a long-term PC goal for 
a site to be found. Meantime, the funding previously raised by a fundraiser at Manor Farm is safely earmarked in a 
PC bank account.  
The basic requirements for a site are for a flat field (max 6-degree slope) sized at least 50 metres by 50 metres, not 
used by animals or crops, accessible from public roads and with no nearby overhead wires. (The criteria for night 
landings are much tighter than for those carried out in daylight).  
Post Box on Hynetown Road  
No response or acknowledgement of our appeal was received from Royal Mail. This is unacceptable, and our MP 
has now agreed to take up the matter on our behalf. We await developments. The Chair’s report was received. 
 

0422/11 CLIMATE CHANGE EMERGENCY 
No report was given. 
 

0422/12 COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS 
 Reports were circulated prior to the meeting. PH. This report was given under 0422/12.  

 
KG. Slapton Line Partnership and AONB. Unfortunately, I was unable to attend either of the two SLP meetings 
held recently. Graham has provided info in his report. I have however done some research in old newspaper 
articles on the correct historical background to our problems with the Line. I will bring some copies with me. 

LN. Roads: hedges, and litter There is very little to report on the roads.  I notice there is some litter about and am 
considering a litter pick prior to the Jubilee weekend. Resolved LN to organise a litter pick on May 28th in the 
Village. KG to provide refreshments afterwards. 
 
DR. Health and safety, Parish Hall liaison. Defibrillator. The defibrillator continues to be regularly monitored and 
reported to the South West Ambulance. 
  
Parish Hall liaison. A very successful Auction of Promises was held in the village hall on Saturday 9th March with a 
total of over £6500.00 being raised towards the Red Cross Ukrainian Appeal Fund. A huge big thankyou has been 
given to those who helped organise the event and to those who so generously provided auction gifts. 
The next planned event at the hall is a Curling evening on Saturday 30th March. 
There have been a number of resignations from the hall committee and if anyone knows of people willing to give 
up a little of their time to help organise and run events, do please let Penny Penhale know. 
  



Page 6 of 7 
 

 

Dog bins. There have been no issues with the emptying of dog and litter bins.  
DR asked PH if he would make a loyal toast at the tea party on June 5th and he agreed. 
 
IC. Rights of Way, Tree warden, Strete Gate and Playpark. Playpark. We should all be fairly "au fait" with the 
condition of the play-park now, following yesterday evening's site-visit. Whilst I would agree that it is NOT in 'tip-
top' condition, it is functional, but needs a bit of "up-lift". I wouldn't be too concerned about its 'looks' at the 
moment, and having discussed a few very minor problems with Simon Smith, (the Park Inspector), these are easily 
remedied. A few sessions of mole-hill removal, and another good grass-cut will make a difference. (It IS a playpark, 
& NOT a bowling green!) 
Strete Gate:-   No major problems to 'flag-up' really. Car park ok, Loo block well maintained, but still No 
steps!     Although, I seem to remember, that this "promise" was "binned", which is disappointing! 
    
Rights of way.  There are still half-a-dozen "dodgy" steps on the coastal footpath, between Strete village, (Pond 
Field) and Old Hill bridleway junction. All other footpaths/bridleways seem to be fine, and teeming with 
wildlife, now that Spring/Summer  is here. 
 
Tree Warden: there is nothing particularly alarming to report, and hopefully, most Hedge cutting should be 
minimal, or not happening, as "we", or the birds, are in nesting mode now. (some are feeding chicks already...!!). 
IC mentioned a plot of land down by Old Hill which he thought might be common land. Resolved the Clerk and IC 
to visit the site and inspect it. The Clerk will then confirm with the Land Registry if the land is registered.      
 
RC. Planning and Neighbourhood Plan, road maintenance including sweeping and Kings Arms liaison. PC Report 
– April 2022. Neighbourhood Plan. The amended Neighbourhood Plan has been submitted and approved by 
SHDC. This has been circulated to all Parish Council and NP Steering Group members.  
This has been uploaded to the SHDC website https://www.neighbourhoodplanning.swdevon.gov.uk/strete  
and Strete website https://strete.org.uk/rw_common/plugins/stacks/armadillo/media/04dAmendedSNPMarch2022.pdf where it is 
available for all to see. Work started on Strete NP in June 2015. 

The Kings Arms. The retrospective planning application submitted for the replacement signs in the pub Car Park 
was approved on 14/04/2022. 
Strete Community Pub Ltd (SCPL) Committee will deliver a 6-month update to Shareholders on Sunday 24 April at 
2pm in the Parish Hall, Strete. 
This report will focus on the health of the company accounts and present its outgoings, income, the peaks and 
troughs of business, areas of concern and future forecasts. 
As a community run pub, we are always seeking volunteers so, if there is anyone who would like to get involved, 
please make contact with the Secretary, Karen Hales karen.hales@kingsarmsatstrete.co.uk  
Steve (chef) and Natalia (Tally) together with the rest of the Kings Arms Team have all shown tremendous 
determination to make the experience of customers truly awesome at the Kings Arms.  
The Easter holiday was extremely busy and the warm sunny weather brought many to the Kings Arms pub and 
garden. The Management Team believe a Front of House Manager is needed to support staff and manage the day-
to-day organisational issues with housekeeping that arise.  
 
Village Sweeping, Fuge Road and Gateway Scheme. The village sweep is due to take place on 10th May 2022 and 
will include Fuge Road on all future occasions. This is to present the Fuge Road to Devon Highways in a more ‘cared 
for’ condition to encourage and persuade them to undertake highway improvements for long-term protection of 
the route. The PC is still waiting to hear back from Devon Highways in respect of the proposal submitted to reduce 
vehicle speeding by installing a line marking gateway scheme to encourage vehicles approaching the village near 
Manor Farm camp site to observe the 20mph speed limit. 

 
GC. Village Green, Prideaux Lane, campervans and carparks, social care and Slapton Line partnership. Village 
Green. No issues re the village field, being cut as required.   Cut due this week.  

Prideaux Lane barriers.  Some time ago the lock on the barrier nearest Start Bay Park went missing.  One of the 
users of the track must have unlocked it and lost it. DCC footpaths have queried the lack of lock after an inspection 
of the bridleway, and have asked that we replace the missing one.  I am suggesting that we use a combination lock 
as that will mean both locks will not have to be changed. The combination can be given to the farmers and 
landowners.  This will cost £15 for a suitable lock. Resolved to carry over until GC attends in May. 
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Citizens Advice. Please note that Citizens Advice are now operating drop-in face-to-face appointments with an 
adviser in Dartmouth,  on Mondays from 10.30 – 1.30.  These are held in the Community Café which is in the 
Market Place.      
Slapton Line Partnership. I was unable to attend the SLP adaptation workshop due to the effects of Covid. The 6 
hour Zoom workshop covered a number of important areas, but it would seem that little attention was given to 
the effects on the local communities and the local economy of a break in the Line. This continues to be worrying,  
as the emphasis is heavily on environmental aspects. I have not managed to read all the 150-page document about 
the science and geology of the Line that was put up on the SLP website. I intend to request the evidence about the 
effectiveness or not of the provision of more rock armour. This is just brushed aside in discussions. Reports were 
received.  

0422/13    CORRESPONDENCE 
All correspondence has been circulated to councillors. 
 

0422/14    OTHER BUSINESS 
None was raised. 
 

0422/15    DATE OF NEXT MEETING:   Thursday 19th May 2022. This will be the Annual General Meeting of the Council. The MP 
will attend to discuss matters of concern to parishioners. This will include the plans for the Slapton Line. Venue in 
the Parish Hall unless otherwise advised. THE MEETING WAS CLOSED at 9.12 p.m. 
  

Signed: Cllr Peter Hales (Chair) Dated: ........................................................................................ 19th MAY 2022 


