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STRETE PARISH COUNCIL 
Clerk:  Mrs Helen Darch 

Homer Park, Strete, Dartmouth TQ6 0SJ    streteClerk@gmail.com      01803 770018      www.strete.org.uk  
 

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF STRETE PARISH COUNCIL (PC) 
HELD AT STRETE PARISH HALL ON THURSDAY 21st OCTOBER 2021 AT 7.00 PM  

PRESENT 
Cllr Peter Hales (PH) (Chairman); Cllr Kate Gill (KG); Cllr Louise Newman (LN); Cllr Ralph Clark (RC); Cllr Ian Cumberlidge (IC); Cllr 
David Rothwell (DR); Cllr Graham Campbell (GC); Cllr Richard Foss, District Councillor, Allington & Strete Ward (RF) (arrived 
later); Cllr Julian Brazil, County Councillor, Kingsbridge Division (JB) (arrived later). Mrs. Helen Darch {Clerk}. 
 
PUBLIC FORUM 
No members of the public attended. 
 
COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT 
JB mentioned the site meeting between Highways, PH, RC, and himself on Tuesday 19th October which considered 
a number of highways problems in the parish. The meeting notes are in 1021/9. Councillors raised the state of the 
Fuge road, in particular access to emergency vehicles and the perceived low priority of the road for maintenance. 
JB promised to continue to pursue this with Highways. He mentioned the need to draw up a design specification 
for traffic measures in the parish.  
The A379 at Chillington will be closed from 7th to 18th February for flood works between Coleridge and Fairfield. 
The A381 will have an evening road closure [7pm to 7am] between Totnes and Churchstow; 8th to 12th November. 
JB noted DCC had recently moved to decline a blanket 20 MPH speed limit across Devon and assess on a case-by-
case basis.  
 
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT 
RF spoke on the waste contract. The garden waste collection is a non-statutory collection. The contractor [FCC] will 
resume this service in Spring 2022. Councillors discussed what could be done with the garden waste meanwhile. 
RF suggested composting and mentioned the Climate Change and Biodiversity Locality Fund, set up to reduce 
carbon footprint. The parish could claim from this toward the costs of composting. The Loam Rangers in Stoke 
Fleming can advise on how to organize a composting service. IC noted that land would have to be set aside for 
composting. https://www.southhams.gov.uk/article/3854/Community-Grants-Funding 
 
RC suggested a skip could be hired for a day [say] and paid for out of public subscription. Others felt parishioners 
had already paid for waste collection and shouldn’t have to pay twice. PH asked about refunds as the service 
promised was not provided, or an adjustment to next year’s council tax for services not provided? RF stated this 
part of the service was not levied in Council Tax as it was non-statutory. Fines would be levied on FCC where 
contract obligations or performance were not met. There are ongoing discussions with FCC on the contract. Any 
fines would be used to the benefit of residents. He offered some of his Locality Fund monies toward skip hire and 
there might be other dedicated funds to claim as noted already.  GC asked about collecting the brown bins with 
rotting garden waste in them as they are heavy to deliver to the skip. Some contractors offer composting unlike 
FCC.  
 
Regarding the main contract, councillors observed the kerb-side sort was slow, hard on the sorters, and delayed 
traffic in the village. Waste could be comingled at collection and sorted later in the process. RF stated around 95% 
of waste is recyclable at the moment but 30% of waste is food waste. IC asked about the old waste system which 
was still being used at Chelston Meadow. RF confirmed 90% is recycled and 10% incinerated there.  
 
JB noted reports that Torr Quarry was not accepting all waste and was at times turning residents away. If 
parishioners experienced a problem with this, they should contact him. 
 
The Slapton Line Partnership [SLP] met on Tuesday 19th October and formal minutes are awaited. Remedial works 
will be started to shore up the road by placing rocks as ballast in suitable places. This will retard erosion but not 
save the road from a major storm. The MP attended the meeting and asked for a plan to be put together to take to 
parliament to protect and promote the future of the road.  GC had attended and his informal notes are included 
under 1021/11. 
 
The steps at Strete Gate have not been replaced despite repeated PC appeals and RF reported that the officer 
responsible had decided not to do the work. Councillors observed there is a health and safety issue here with 
access to the beach and walking on the road. RF asked PH to send an email to the officer [Dan Field] expressing 
concerns. RF will also take the new Chief Executive of the Council to visit the site. The report was received. 
 

1021/1 APOLOGIES – None were received. 
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1021/2 MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING HELD ON 16 September 2021 

The above minutes were AGREED as a true and correct record and were signed by the Chairman.   
 

1021/3 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
Parish Councillors were invited to declare any unregistered or other interest, including the nature and extent of 
such interests they may have in any items to be considered at this meeting. None were declared. 

1021/4       PLANNING & PLANNING MATTERS 

Planning applications consulted on. To discuss and respond to South Hams District Council on  
1624/21/HHO READVERTISEMENT (Revised plans received) Householder application for demolition of existing 
entrance conservatory and creation of new entrance extension, addition of garden room extension & day room 
extension and internal and landscaping works. Tallis Rock Vicarage Lane Strete TQ6 0RN.  
A full discussion took place. It was resolved to respond stating:  
‘Councillors discussed the revised plans in some depth. It was felt the plans improved on the earlier ones 
submitted in respect of the extent of glass and the roofing and overall were better than before. In summary 
three councillors were in support, one wouldn’t object and three others had no comment.’  
 
Memorandum of Understanding [MOU] with SHDC. SHDC issued a draft MOU on 13th September as a basis to 
govern its relationship with parishes on planning matters. Resolved to respond to SHDC to emphasise the 
response times to planning applications and amendments were too short, in particular the latter at 21 days. A 
preferred timescale of 35 days for responses is requested. A number of other suggestions to improve the 
planning process are included in the Council’s review which will be sent with this response. The Council felt it 
was not listened to and correspondence was one-sided. 
 
Other planning matters. Blindwells: RC reiterated a number of concerns over this development. Correspondence 
with SHDC planners on a number of matters since March had not been answered. This correspondence includes 
concern over the omission of the approved Strete neighbourhood plan in making planning decisions especially on 
second homes. Also, correspondence on behalf of a parishioner who raised concerns over a wayleave to his 
property in the approved application. And also, a September letter asking confirmation on the lapse of permission 
granted on one application and a related s106 grant. Resolved: RF promised to chase up outstanding 
correspondence with planners. JB suggested the Council copy in Cllr Judy Pearce on any correspondence as the 
councillor who oversees the planning department. RC said he would send his email of 14th October to Cllr Judy 
Pearce and say RF has emailed the head of planning and not had a reply. 
 

1021/5    UPDATES ON STANDING AGENDA ITEMS 
Council targets agreed for 2021/22 year.  
No Project Target Resolved - latest 
1 Night Landing Site for Air Ambulance. Operational by May ‘22 Resolved: KG will give the 

£1,010.47 raised for the new 
site by cheque or cash to the 
Clerk to pay into the reserve 
account. Discussion on sites is 
ongoing.  

2 Enhanced vehicle Speed Control measures in the 
village. 

Operational by May ‘22 This was discussed at the site 
meeting on Tuesday 19th 
October. The meeting notes are 
in 1021/9.  

3 Raise Awareness of any forthcoming Green Grants for 
domestic heating, insulation etc. 

When grants are available Drop-in event in Village Hall 
probably a Saturday in 
November or January. CAB 
energy advisors to talk on green 
grants and improvements. 
90,000 £5k grants toward heat 
source pumps over 3 years and 
a boiler upgrade scheme. Letter 
drop to be done to assess 
interest. Resolved GC to 
confirm when the CAB can 
attend. PH to run off 300 
copies of the Climate Change 
and Sustainability leaflet to 
post.  

4 Secure electric vehicle public charging facility in the 
village. 

Operational by May ‘22 This is ongoing. 

5 Identify sites for tree planting in the village. Plant trees in winter 21/22 This is ongoing.  
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6 Agree and sign up to an Action Statement on the 
Climate Change Emergency. 

August 21 Meeting A parishioner asked the Council 
to endorse the Climate and 
Ecological Emergency Bill going 
through parliament. The 
resolution follows.  

Resolution 

Climate and Ecological Emergency Bill 
At the meeting of Strete Parish Council held on 21st October 2021, the assembled members voted unanimously to pass a 
Motion submitted by a resident to support the Climate and Ecological Emergency Bill. 

Preamble 
The Climate and Ecological Emergency Bill is a private members' bill with cross-party support of 110 MPs and a growing number 
of local councils around the country. It would enshrine in law a commitment to deliver policy and action in line with the latest 
science - and with our government’s own ambitions. It is the only proposed legislation which addresses the interconnected crises 
in climate and nature, with annual legally-binding targets to keep us on track.  
The Council unanimously resolved to: 

I.Support the Climate and Ecological Emergency Bill. 
II.Write to our local MP, the Right Honourable Anthony Mangnall MP, urging him to support the Bill. 

III.Notify the CEE Bill Alliance of this motion - joinus@ceebill.uk 
---------- 

Other matters. 
Strete Gate is covered in 1021/11. Monument. Parishes are still to discuss and respond to Strete. GC felt there 
should be a meeting for the parishes and a representative of the Field Studies Council to iron out any issues. Resolved 
to wait a month for responses and send out reminders with an invitation to convene a joint meeting of the 
parishes.  
 
The skip for garden waste. A skip with dimensions 6m2 would cost £150 inc VAT. Resolved RC would canvas interest 
for the skip plus any contributions from parishioners. If this is not successful then RF’s funds could be used toward 
a skip. The canvas could be done by email or post-box in the post office with Andy’s permission.  

Dogbin on Totnes Road. Resolved the dogbin will go up next week behind the Village sign. Signs could be put in 
the farmer’s field to direct people to the location of the bin.  

Right of way [Strete No 2]. The farmer had blocked this with electric fencing. Resolved IC would have a word. 
Councillors observed there needs to be signs from the Village VAS sign to the field entrance for safety purposes. 
Resolved: RC to look into signage.  

Playpark. Resolved: IC will buy two new springs for the gate. Undergrowth needs cutting back on the side by the 
bungalows. GC will purchase protectacoat at £25 plus VAT plus delivery to coat the equipment.  

1021/6(a)  FINANCE 
Six cheques were listed for payment on the agenda, invoices circulated before the meeting and invoices 
approved for payment at the meeting. Two later invoices were received before the meeting and sent to 
councillors to review. An additional two cheques were raised at the meeting [Cheques 1802 and 1803]. 

1796 – SLCC annual membership renewal £95.  1797 – Clerk salary October £266.25. 

1798 – Annual playpark insurance £210 plus VAT. Paid by 
Clerk and reclaimed.  

1799 – Kingsbridge Websites domain fee for 2 years £30. 
Paid by Clerk and reclaimed. 

1800 – Safetylabel.co.uk 5 road safety signs total £20.94 
plus VAT. Paid by Ralph Clark and reclaimed. 

1801 – Strete Parish Hall September hire £30. 
 

1802 – Ian Cumberlidge buddle hole maintenance April to 
October 2021 [24 hours] £480. 

1803 – Devon Association of Local Councils – Clerk 
attendance on CILCA training programme £300 plus VAT. 

It was proposed and AGREED by all present to authorise the payments as enumerated above.  

1021/6(b)  FINANCE 
The Clerk presented the monitoring statements for October 2021.  It was resolved the monitoring statements 
would be put on the website and the noticeboards. 

1021/6(c)  FINANCE  
Cash at bank – £14,237.69CR Current account at 8/10/21, £10,298.66CR Business Reserve account at 8/10/21.  
 

1021/6(d)  FINANCE  
A draft revised budget for 2021/22 was circulated along with a first draft for 2022/23. Councillors would look at 
the budgets and come back with bids in November. The Clerk agreed to revise the inflation factor used in certain 
budgets to CPI for September 2021 [3.1%] or higher as inflation may peak in Spring 2022. 
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1021/7 UPDATE ON CONTRACTS 
 IC went through his paper on the Buddle hole contract which had been circulated earlier. Resolved IC to mark up a 

map with the buddle hole sites. The Council to draw up a formal specification for the buddle hole work based on 
the paper produced by IC. 

 
1021/8       CLERK’S REPORT 

Report submitted before the meeting. Banking. The Clerk confirmed with NatWest that the free Bankline online 
service includes parish councils. The waiting list is lengthy but, in the meantime, the Council must update the bank 
mandate as Bankline only uses four signatories. A resolution would have to be made at the meeting which would 
go with the mandate to NatWest for processing. This resolution follows. The Clerk would be the administrator and 
there would be two of four signatories to countersign payments being made. The likely set up would be to approve 
the payments at the meeting and then pay online straight after the meeting. The Clerk also looked at online 
banking with Lloyds but the Council would have to transfer the current account to Lloyds and then go through 
online set up which is also lengthy. Resolved: to remain with NatWest for online banking. To update the bank 
mandate for four rather than six signatories and send this to NatWest. LN and RC volunteered to come off the 
mandate.  That leaves KG, IC, DR and the Clerk. Resolved that the authorised signatories in the current mandate, 
for the accounts detailed in section 2, be changed in accordance with Sections 5 and 6 and the current mandate 
will continue as amended. 
 
CILCA course. The course will take roughly 200 hours. The training cost is £300 plus VAT for DALC and £410 for 
SLCC to register. The Clerk offered to pay the SLCC element to register as a student (£410) and reclaim in 2022/23 
for budget purposes. Resolved: The Council to fund the training element (£300 plus VAT) in 2021/22 and carry 
over the registration cost (£410) to 2022/23.  

St Michaels PCC. The Clerk attended the PCC meeting on 22nd September. The cost of the churchyard and grass 
cutting exceeds £1,000 per year. The Church resolved to request an increase in the Council grant toward this. The 
Clerk wrote to the treasurer to request a figure for the 2022/23 budget. The Church also recorded its thanks 
toward our chairman who repaired the organ cover. The next meeting is on 22nd November.  This was noted. 

Bus shelter works. The bus shelter roof was damaged last month. Three quotes were asked for and one returned. 
The insurance excess is £125. Resolved to accept the single quote returned in the sum of £70 from Chris Ellis. 

Devon Air Ambulance. The Clerk approached DCC on the use of the Village Green as a possible landing site. She 
spoke with Toby Russell of DAAT on practical issues to be addressed such as noise and the visual aspects of the 
lighting equipment. Toby will visit the Village Green to review the site.  This was noted. The report was received.  

1021/9 CHAIR’S REPORT 
Report submitted before the meeting.  Bus Consultation by Devon County Following on from the National Bus 
Strategy consultation (which the PC took part in), during October Devon County Council have unveiled ambitious 
proposals to upgrade bus services and cut fares across Devon. The DCC Cabinet is set to approve a £34 million bid 
to the Government under its post-Covid improvement programme, Bus Back Better. The plans are part of a major 
public consultation exercise to be launched in Devon in November. They aim to make buses cheaper to use, 
greener, more frequent and more reliable and they are being developed in partnership with Devon’s bus 
companies. Whilst Devon’s towns and cities will form a major focus for improvements, there is a commitment that 
rural services will not be forgotten.  
The new plan calls for greater integration with the rail and coach network in Devon and greater cooperation with 
other neighbouring councils to recognise that journeys often cross geographical boundaries. DCC agreed with local 
bus operators to work towards an “Enhanced Partnership” with Devon publishing a Bus Service Improvement Plan 
by the end of October. DCC is working with the bus companies to ensure more vehicles are zero emission although 
this is said to be more difficult in rural Devon than in a city because of the mileage range that is required. The 
improvement plan will also provide opportunities to continue to work with Devon’s community transport groups.  
 
The PC’s written response submitted in July lobbied for greater flexibility and shorter routes thus allowing for 
better frequency intervals, the extension of the Dartmouth town service to the outlying villages and a more 
modern (and so less polluting) fleet to be assigned to country routes and not just towns. Let’s see what transpires.  
 
Bus Shelter The bus shelter opposite the pub car park has been damaged again by some form of vehicle. Repairs 
will be put in hand – there may be a need for an insurance claim as the shelter is a Parish Council asset.  
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Road Maintenance and road safety. The PC is still in discussion with Devon Highways to have remedial work 
carried out, and the situation is on the agenda for discussion at the October PC meeting. Finally, following lobbying 
of Devon Highways via Julian Brazil, the submission of a PowerPoint presentation explaining the situation in Strete 
and a proposal to attend the Traffic Commissioner’s meeting in Exeter to make our case more forcefully, we have 
some progress. The South Hams Area Roads Engineer has agreed to a site meeting, which will take place on 
Tuesday 19th October. We have the attention of Devon Highways regarding the PC’s concerns about speeding and 
road safety in the village, and in particular at the Totnes Road entrance. We expect to have a full discussion about 
the placement of speed restriction signs and options for traffic calming. Following receipt of a professional opinion 
from Highways we will then need to consult with the village residents about the recommendations before any 
further action is taken. We already have an offer to renew the rumble strips and road markings at Manor Farm.  
 
HM The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Anniversary It has been confirmed that the village will take part in the 
Nationwide Beacon lighting event on Thursday 2nd June 2022 at 21.15 hours, using the beacon at Manor Farm 
(with the kind permission of Kate Gill). This will be a public event, and Kate tells us that she hopes to be able to 
offer refreshments afterwards, Covid permitting. The PC proposes to take a co-ordination role, bringing together 
those organisations in the village who have an interest so that the holiday weekend in early June 22 can be 
planned out. The Government has issued guidance about organising street parties and the insurance requirements 
(minimal for private events).  
 
Slapton Line Partnership Two Parish Councillors attended a Slapton Line Partnership meeting on 12th October by 
Zoom. This was the first meeting held since January, and was also attended by Anthony Mangnall MP and other 
Council leaders. I am told that a sensible assessment of priorities was carried out. There was apparently agreement 
that as well as a requirement for a long-term adaptation plan, which had already been worked on, there was also a 
need for a plan to deal with maximum support for maintaining the fabric of the road for as long as possible. Mr 
Mangnall will apparently oversee the preparation of the latter plan, for use in Parliamentary discussions. We await 
receipt of the formal minutes with interest.  
 
Proposed relocation of the Slapton Line Memorial A first draft maintenance agreement proposing cost sharing of 
maintenance and responsibilities (once relocation is completed) between six Parish Councils and the Field Studies 
Council has been prepared. The draft document has been circulated to the proposed participants and also to the 
members of the Slapton Line Partnership. At this stage the participants have been asked to provide an early 
indication if they agree (or not) with the principles laid out in the document. Responses are awaited, but are 
expected to take some weeks to appear, as the proposals will be discussed at PC meetings which are held monthly. 
The capital costs of relocating the monument will be met by DCC, who have budget available for the work.  
 
Waste Collections Within the past week SHDC has confirmed that the collection of green waste (brown bins) will 
remain suspended until the Spring of 2022 because of the shortage of HGV drivers at their contractors. The PC 
recognises that this will be a disappointment to many residents, many of whom have a backlog of autumn 
trimmings which they need to dispose of. 
We will continue to press Councillor Foss and SHDC to exert whatever leverage they can on their contractor to 
reinstate this service as soon as possible. Whilst we understand that the service is non-statutory, it remains the 
case that the green waste collection was funded from public funds, and at the very least, an adjustment to Council 
Tax will be necessary, as has happened in other Councils (e.g., Bristol).  
 
The subject is on the agenda for discussion at the October PC meeting, where we hope to discuss and agree an 
alternative private arrangement which will at least provide (at some cost) a bulk green disposal service for those 
residents who wish to contribute. We understand that the conversion of more householders to the new system of 
boxes and bags remains suspended until the present rollout householders have a reliable smooth arrangement.  
 
Night Landing Site for the Devon Air Ambulance It has been confirmed that the proposed site at Manor Farm has 
been withdrawn. At the September PC meeting your Parish Council reconfirmed their wish to see the 
establishment of a night landing site in the village as soon as possible and has vowed to press ahead immediately 
to identify an alternative site.  
 
We have now carried out some preliminary screening work and have issued enquiries to various landowners in the 
village, concerning their willingness to allow certain parcels of land which meet the DAAT criteria to be used. Some 
replies to our enquiries have been received, but a couple of critical ones are still awaited. Once we have a possible 
short list, we shall invite the DAAT representative to inspect the sites and report on suitability.  
 
The funds raised by public subscription some years ago, (which amount to just over £1,000) have been identified. 
They will be taken over by the Parish Council on behalf of the Community and will be put towards the costs 
involved in equipping the new site. The monies will be made visible and be accounted for in the Parish Council 
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accounts. Some further fund-raising and grant application work will be needed once the final site and cost 
estimate is known. However, given the urgency with which completion of this vital project is needed, the Parish 
Council proposes to dip into reserves in order to fund the work pending further fundraising, thereby minimising 
any further delay.  
 
Coronavirus Pandemic Levels of infection remain high in the South Hams. In the week 8th to 14th October the 
infection rate was 351cases per 100,000, an increase of 51 on the previous week. The average rate in England for 
the same period was 458 per 100,000. However, in the same week, 85% of persons over 12 years old in the South 
Hams have had one dose of vaccine, and 80% are ‘double jabbed’, The pandemic is most certainly not over, and a 
return to previous levels of precaution may prove to be necessary. On a brighter note, the annual influenza 
immunisation programme is well under way, together with the Coronavirus booster jab programme for vulnerable 
citizens. If you are invited to join for these programmes, I would urge every Strete resident to accept and have the 
jabs. In Strete, the NHS Testing van continues to visit on Monday afternoons in the Parish Church Car Park and will 
offer advice on testing to everyone who turns up.   
 
Road Safety Together with Julian Brazil, Ralph and I met John Fewings (South Hams Area Roads Engineer at Devon 
Highways) and Lisa Edmonds the local Roads Officer at 10am on Tuesday 19th October at the bottle bank in Strete. 
We thanked the attendees for turning out in person to meet us at last and explained that speeding in the village 
had become a major concern of the Parish Council. We stated that the main problem was encountered at the 
Totnes Road entrance to the village and using a copy of our pre-prepared presentation, we explained the various 
hazards and speed limits present on the route.  
 
Observations made during lockdown led us to conclude that the speeding problem was largely caused by local 
drivers as much as visitors. We mentioned that a couple of complaints had been received from residents regarding 
‘near misses’ with pedestrians and that the Parish Council had tried a number of initiatives, including an education 
programme to explain why the 20mph limit was in place. Finally, we made the point that the PC had concluded 
that only physical measures to calm traffic were likely to be effective and that we were seeking the professional 
advice of the Highways officers to improve the approach to the village on the Totnes Road. There followed a wide-
ranging discussion about policy matters surrounding the adoption of 20mph restrictions. Much of the DCC’s 
response concerned the lack of available budget to be able to implement improvements at the present time. It was 
finally agreed that: -  
 
• The rumble strips and road marking roundels would be renewed (this has been instructed by Lisa on DCC’s 
contractor Glendinning in August and will be chased up).  
• A gateway would be appropriate for the approach, located at the approximate position of the Strete village sign 
and 20mph speed limit. This might take the form of barriers on the verges and line markings on the road to give 
the impression of the narrowing of the road at that point (although there would be no actual narrowing). DCC said 
that there was a waiting list of Parishes wishing similar improvements, and Strete would be added to it. The 
constraint was lack of budget. DCC will deal with the design and implementation of this improvement. 
• Following installation of such a barrier, consideration could be given to relocating the VAS sign further down the 
road towards the Start Bay estate entrance, to act as a repeater.  
• The Strete VAS sign is enforceable by law. Strete PC should lobby the Police to carry out regular speed checks.  
 
Following the discussion on speeding, other matters were raised and briefly discussed: 
 • Fuge Road resurfacing. DCC outright refused the PC’s request that the road be included in the 2022 surface 
dressing programme. The grounds stated were lack of priority in the face of budget rationing, and that repairs to 
the surface had been made in 2017 but the road had not been properly cleaned by the local farmers since and 
hence had deteriorated to a poor state. We made the point that the PC had arranged for the farmers to cut the 
hedges and had swept the road to clear up at Parish expense. The answer from DCC was unchanged.  
• Road verge ploughing. There appears to be a dispute between DCC Highways and SHDC about the extent of 
sweeping being undertaken by the District Council. Insufficient road sweeping frequency is causing a build-up of 
debris in the verges of the roads, which is then impeding DCC ploughing to remove vegetation. Once again, budget 
constraints are at the heart of the matter as the limited budget available for ploughing means that less and less 
mileage is being ploughed. We explained that Strete had invested in additional sweeping to deal with the issue at 
PC expense and we were expecting that ploughing in the village should resume. We appealed to Julian to help sort 
out the interface between SHDC and DCC over this matter. The Chair’s report was received. 
 

1021/10 CLIMATE CHANGE EMERGENCY 
This was dealt with in 1021/5.  
 

1021/11 COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS 
 Reports had been circulated prior to the meeting.  
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PH. This report was given under 1021/9.  
 
KG. Slapton Line Partnership and AONB. KG reported on the 60th anniversary celebration of the founding of the 
AONB in South Devon held at King Edward VI Community College. The AONB team set out to raise funds for fun for 
60 young carers to celebrate 60 years of the AONB. The idea enabled youngsters especially young carers to enjoy 
our very special area with the idea that they should want others to be able to enjoy the same unspoiled 
countryside in another 60 years’ time. They were encouraged to draw pictures of the sights they saw on their 
walks along the coastal footpath.  

 
LN.  Roads: hedges, litter and local transport. There has been a lot of discussion about the Fuge Road and it would 
be useful to discuss it at the meeting particularly the surface of the road but also a sign to go on the road at the 
junction where it goes down to Giles Halliwell’s house and Snail’s Castle and the use of a small sweeper on the 
section down to Snail’s Castle. I also notice the painted markings for 20 mph on the road surface particularly on 
the A379 are becoming very worn. I propose to organise a litter pick on Saturday 6 November if everyone is in 
agreement. Resolved: LN will check with SHDC on their small sweeper to sweep at Orestone and Snails Castle. 
 
DR. Health and safety, Parish Hall liaison. Monitoring of the defibrillator continues and the old phone box has had 
its bi annual spring clean. I have spoken with South West Ambulance and can confirm that a Defibrillator Training 
Event has now been planned for Tuesday 9th November in the Village Hall beginning at 6.30. These evenings 
usually last for between an hour and an hour and a half. Posters will be distributed around the village and in the 
post office. Perhaps something could be posted on the village web site. The Village Hall is now fully operational 
with a number of events planned for the rest of the year. Progress is being made with designing a new website, 
but already a few bookings are trickling in. An order has been placed for a new garage door. Enquiries have been 
made with DCC re the salt mountain which the parish hall committee has asked to be removed. DCC will not take 
back any salt, but suggest that we keep a small amount and possibly offer it to other parish councils or possibly try 
and find alternative storage possibly in a farmer’s barn. This I am following up. Poo and litter bins continue to be 
collected on a regular basis without any problems.  
 
IC. Rights of Way, Tree warden, Strete Gate and Playpark. Play Park. Strete Gate; - Nothing very much to report 
about Strete Gate, other than, as previously, there has been NO activity regarding the re-instatement of the Beach-
access steps. Beach usage has slackened off considerably, but I have had a number of complaints regarding dog-
fouling on the beach. A lot of folks are NOT picking up after dogs. There also seems to be a "build-up" of 
rubbish/unwanted goods dumped by the dog-waste bin adjacent to the loo block. There is a limit to how much 
SHDC will take, unless asked to do so. More rubber tyre marks on carpark left by "sad goons”! Footpaths/Bridle 
ways; - Mostly OK but duly noted re Graham's comment about quad bike/4X4 on Prideaux Lane. Tree warden. 
Nothing to report re trees at present. Play Park; this was covered in 1021/5.  

RC. Planning and Neighbourhood Plan, road maintenance including sweeping and Kings Arms liaison. 
Neighbourhood Plan. An Examiner has been appointed to follow the necessary procedures in respect of the NP 
Amendment. It is hoped this will be resolved by the next PC meeting. 
 
The Kings Arms. Strete Community Pub Ltd (SCPL) held its first Annual General Meeting on 2nd October in the 
Parish Hall. All shareholders were invited. The meeting was well received by all attending. 
A new chef has been appointed, Stephen Seaward. Steve has been the chef at the Sportsman’s Arms for several 
years and has joined the Kings Arms team with the objective of providing fresh, simple, home-made food for the 
community and visitors. During the period of no chef David stepped in with a fortnightly offering of Fish & Chips on 
Fridays and Lisa provided tasty specials.  
Regrettably, Lisa (Front of House Manager), decided to move on but, again with support from David, the 
committed, flexible team are stepping up to ensure service at the pub is maintained. Monthly events are ongoing 
and Steve plans to slowly build momentum with menu choices and will be responsible for the fortnightly offering 
of fish and chips from November. Events information is posted on https://kingsarmsatstrete.co.uk/ and 
https://www.facebook.com/kingsarmsatstrete/ as well as by email to all subscribers to the Kings Arms email.  
Fuge Road – Road Surface Condition. Correspondence in the hope of persuading Devon Highways to surface dress 
Fuge Road in Spring 2022 to protect the route from total failure has been submitted to Julian Brazil with copies to 
representatives of Devon County Council and Devon Highways. Julian acknowledged the correspondence and has 
asked for a response from Devon County Council although he is not confident that they will address the problem. 

Village Road Sweeping. The next date for village road sweeping is Tuesday 9th November starting at 9am in Start 
Bay Park. Residents are asked to remove their vehicles from the highway on this day to allow the sweeper driver 
clear access on all the routes in the village. RC will be away until the 8th November so volunteers will need to do 
the windscreen mail leafletting. PH volunteered.  
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Resolved: RC will email the householder at Magnolia Cottage with a quote for the wall works at £620 plus extras 
to around £750. The Council would not be able to contribute.  

GC. Village Green, Prideaux Lane, campervans and carparks, social care and Slapton Line partnership.  Village 
Green. Last cut waited for village green in October. Field OK and recovering from strange weather conditions. The 
buddleias in the village field copse have finished flowering and we agreed to prune them. Work morning needed 
and Ian/David/Graham to volunteer.  
Slapton Line Partnership - A well-attended and very useful Zoom meeting, including chair of SHDC, MP, local DC 
and CC councillors and representatives of various agencies, parish and town councillors. Coastal Defences. Wide 
discussion about the balance of environmental protection and maintenance of road network. Clear it is inevitable 
that the line will eventually be breached, and that it is therefore necessary to create a plan for managing that. But 
also, clear that we can take steps to maintain the road for as long as possible.  This is the position of SHDC, our MP, 
local councillors, as loss of road will be a disaster for local people and Slapton in particular. Keep road as long as 
possible by all available means is overall view. There were a variety of reactions to this. Natural England take a ‘no 
more consent for any hard line repairing’ position, EA and AONB. similar. But many felt that a default position of 
doing nothing is not acceptable. Some opinion that we are being bullied by quangos. Examples of new 
technological work e.g., at Beesands and elsewhere suggest there are options. Suggestions of alternative routes 
say using improved back lanes seem to be impractical and ineffective. MP to meet with key officials to draw up a 
proposal for support to be put to Westminster, as it will take Parliamentary approval for some of the proposals to 
be put in place. Positive action prompted by MP. Many are critical of the long delays in appointing a manager for 
partnership after 2 years which is not a priority and has just been put off.   

Monument delays have been largely DCC delays, now deciding to wait until maintenance agreement in place 
before they get on and do anything.  This now being done, suspicion that DCC will sit on it still. DCC claim there is a 
lot less money available than we have been led to believe and it will cost them money. FSC will postpone any 
consideration of issue until after maintenance agreement is decided at a meeting of parishes asap. Certain 
reluctance here too sensed.  Social care. The Citizens Advice provision is changing a bit as the Townstall Hall is not 
available on Fridays. Citizens Advice is switching to TQ6 community Partnership Hub in Dartmouth town, at the 
side of Quba shop on Fridays as soon as building work is finished. Details to be put on noticeboard and website 
plus some circulars. Support can be by phone, video link or webchat.  Reports were received.  

1021/12    CORRESPONDENCE 
RC mentioned an email from a parishioner at Matts Point about a blocked drain which was overflowing down to 
the house. Resolved RC will contact Lisa Edmonds on this. 
 

1021/13    OTHER BUSINESS 
None was raised. 
 

1021/14    DATE OF NEXT MEETING:   Thursday 18th November 2021. Venue in the Parish Hall unless otherwise advised. THE 
MEETING WAS CLOSED at 9. 56 p.m. 
  

Signed: Cllr Peter Hales (Chair) Dated: ........................................................................................ 18th NOVEMBER 2021 


