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STRETE PARISH COUNCIL 
Clerk:  Mrs Helen Darch 

Homer Park, Strete, Dartmouth TQ6 0SJ    streteClerk@gmail.com      01803 770018      www.strete.org.uk  
 

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF STRETE PARISH COUNCIL (PC) 
HELD AT STRETE PARISH HALL ON THURSDAY 24th March 2022 AT 7.00 PM  

PRESENT 
Cllr Peter Hales (PH) (Chairman); Cllr Kate Gill (KG); Cllr Ian Cumberlidge (IC); Cllr Graham Campbell (GC); Cllr David Rothwell; 
Mrs. Helen Darch {Clerk}; four members of the public. 
 
PUBLIC FORUM 
Mr. Green and Ms. Kenny discussed a letter they had sent to the Council on the application for Landcombe House. 
0426/22/FUL. This planning application sought to address issues with road safety at the gate access on the 
approach to the House on the A379. With this in mind Devon Highways had visited to review the site. Mr Green 
also explained the application covered access issues experienced by elderly relatives. Finally, the application 
sought to deal with a previous concern expressed by the Council on the view from the Coastal footpath.  
PH asked about a fallback position described in the application to go for agricultural use as permitted 
development.  Mr Green replied this was on the recommendation of their agent so that work would take place 
under either use. 
 
Mr and Mrs Bennett introduced themselves as new householders who had purchased a primary home in Strete. 
 
COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT 
The County Councillor was absent and a report on Devon County Council [DCC] was not given.  
 
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT 
The District Councillor was not present and a report on South Hams District Council [SHDC] was not given. He had 
emailed to inform the Council that the garden waste collection would recommence next week. For Strete the first 
collection would be on Wednesday 6th April. 
 

0322/1 APOLOGIES – Cllr Louise Newman (LN); Cllr Ralph Clark (RC); County Councillor Julian Brazil; District Councillor 
Richard Foss. 

 
0322/2 MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING HELD ON 17th February 2022 

The above minutes were AGREED as a true and correct record and were signed by the Chairman.   
 

0322/3 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
Parish Councillors were invited to declare any unregistered or other interest, including the nature and extent of 
such interests they may have in any items to be considered at this meeting. Prior to the meeting the Monitoring 
Officer had been consulted on the disclosable interests councilors held in the Kings Arms Strete. It was decided 
in view of this the Council would not consider application Kings Arms Inn Strete. 0189/22/ADV. 

0322/4       PLANNING & PLANNING MATTERS 

Planning applications consulted on. To discuss and respond to South Hams District Council on  
Landcombe House. 0426/22/FUL. New access driveway using existing entrance. In addition to blocking up of     
existing entrance and the reduction in size of the existing parking area (retrospective). Landcombe House Strete 
TQ6 0RH. The application was discussed and included a concern over the speed limits around Landcombe House 
which are currently at 40MPH rather than 20MPH. The entrance on the bend by the barns will be closed on the 
recommendation of DCC Highways as it is deemed dangerous. IC asked if the old gateposts would be reinstated. 
This was confirmed as part of the intention to be the main entrance to the property. Resolved to support with a 
comment on the need for a review of the speed limits stating a preference to see the 20MPH limit extended up 
to Landcombe House. 
 
Blossoms Pasture. 0135/22/HHO. Householder application for alterations and extensions, detached garage, 
relocation of oil tank. Blossoms Pasture Hynetown Road Strete TQ6 0RS. Resolved to support. 
 
Kings Arms Inn Strete. 0189/22/ADV. Advertisement Consent for replacement fixed sign 2.3m high x 1.2m width x 
01.m depth and new banner sign 1.4m high x 5m width x 0.1m depth located at the car park (retrospective). Kings 
Arms Strete TQ6 0RW. This was not considered by Councillors.  
 
Stancombe Wood. 0678/22/FUL. Provision of grain/straw store (resubmission of 0119/21/FUL). Cornish Post 
Blackawton. TQ9 7AW. Resolved to object on the basis of traffic at the site. Councillors felt there would be fewer 
lorries on site and on the Totnes Road but these would be larger. 
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0322/5    UPDATES ON STANDING AGENDA ITEMS 

Council targets agreed for 2021/22 year.  
No Project  Target Resolved - latest 
1 Night Landing Site for Air Ambulance.  Operational by May ‘22 DAAT has closed their latest 

grant round. They will work 
with the parish in future 
funding bids. Some land in 
the village is still subject to 
probate. A parishioner had 
suggested land down by 
Southwood which had been 
used for a daytime 
helicopter at one time. PH 
felt it was too steep for night 
time landing. £1,010.47 is 
earmarked in reserves 
toward the project. 

2 Enhanced vehicle Speed Control measures in 
the village. 

 Operational by May ‘22 Vision Zero awarded £2,345 
toward a second VAS 
machine.  DCC Highways is 
liaising with PH on the 
requirements for a VAS 
machine. It is now proposed 
to link the gateway project 
[discussed January 2022] 
with the VAS and see if the 
monies can be used for both 
initiatives. Monies to be 
spent by July 2022.  

3 Raise Awareness of any forthcoming Green 
Grants for domestic heating, insulation etc. 

 When grants are available Drop-in event in Village Hall 
will be rescheduled to a 
Saturday in May. The CAB to 
provide their advisors. PH 
has requested £400 from 
RF’s Biodiversity and Climate 
Change fund toward this 
initiative. 

4 Secure electric vehicle public charging 
facility in the village. 

 Operational by May ‘22 Need a volunteer. 

5 Identify sites for tree planting in the village.  Plant trees in winter 21/22 Sites offered include Manor 
Farm. The Church will plant a 
crab-apple tree in the 
Churchyard to 
commemorate the Platinum 
Jubilee. IC suggested room 
for two [silver birch] trees 
below the Village Green. 
DCC Highways would need 
to be consulted on suitable 
trees and upkeep/insurance 
issues. 

6 Agree and sign up to an Action Statement on 
the Climate Change Emergency. 

 Target met at the October 
2021 meeting.  

It was resolved at the 
October meeting to endorse 
the Climate and Ecological 
Emergency Bill going 
through parliament.  

Other matters. 
Leak at the top of Philip Knight’s field by the VAS. This has been marked up by South West Water to be dealt with. Monument 
at Strete Gate. The latest draft maintenance agreement [circulated to councillors on 16th March] has been taken back to the 
Field Studies Council for further discussion. Piers Spence at Stokenham will represent the six parishes. The principle of 
sharing the cost of maintenance is agreed by all six parishes and an indicative contribution figure has been 
calculated for each Parish based upon Parish populations. It remains for these individual contributions to be 
finalized and approved by the six Councils upon completion of discussions on scope with the Field Studies Council. 
It was observed that DCC wouldn’t submit a planning application to re-site the monument until the maintenance agreement 
had been finalized but the agreement couldn’t be finalized until the monument was in its new location. Insurance for the 
monument would be the responsibility of DCC.  
The dog bin was now in its new location up from Manor Farm. Resolved the Clerk to confirm with SHDC that the refuse 
collection would now include this bin. Signs will be put up to direct dog walkers toward the new bin.  
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Post box. This may need to be escalated as Royal Mail has not responded.  
  

0322/6(a)  FINANCE 
Four cheques were listed for payment on the agenda, invoices circulated before the meeting and invoices approved for 
payment at the meeting. 

1826 – Clerk salary for March £271 plus pay award 
backdated to April 2021. £52.25. 

1827 – Strete Parish Hall hire February £30. 
 

1828 – Mr Peter Hales reimbursement of print costs 
toward March village flyer £51.52. 

 

Cheque 1829  – South Hams District Council print costs toward Strete Neighbourhood referendum £575.43 plus £98.29 VAT. 
The payment was approved but as South Hams Council no longer accepts cheques it was resolved the Clerk would pay this 
on her credit card and claim reimbursement in April. It was proposed and AGREED by all present to authorise the payments 
as enumerated above.  

 
0322/6(b)  FINANCE 

The Clerk presented the monitoring statements for March 2022. She informed the meeting this statement was 
near enough the final outturn for the year. As cheque 1829 must be paid online and reclaimed in the new financial 
year, the monitoring should be adjusted for the £673.72 gross cost lodged in 2021/22 and now carried forward to 
2022/23. It was resolved the monitoring statements would be put on the website and the noticeboards. 

0322/6(c)  FINANCE  
      Cash at bank – £9,142.26CR Current account at 08/03/22, £11,309.59CR Business Reserve account at 08/03/22.  
. 
0322/6(d)  FINANCE  

Fuel costs are considerably higher than 2021 and had been raised as an issue by some contractors. Since contracts 
had been agreed in February, there had been an extra £180 lodged for the grass cutting contract and £550 
included in the 2022/23 budget toward the road sweep. These contracts will be monitored and checked against 
actual fuel prices. The Clerk will send out an updated budget spreadsheet for 2022/23. 
  

0322/7 UPDATE ON CONTRACTS 
 Buddle holes. IC updated the meeting on the specification for the buddle hole contract. He had identified more 

buddle holes including ones at Norns Lane, Burlestone and Gara Mill. Resolved PH to update the map for the 
parish with all buddle holes. The updated scope will go out to tender to three contractors.  
 

0322/8       PLATINUM JUBILEE 
 Beacon lighting will take place at 9.15pm on June 2nd. This will coordinate with beacons being lit nationwide. PH 

updated the meeting on the plans for the mugs. The Council resolved to order 36 jubilee mugs [the smallest 
batch order of the preferred supplier] to give away to children in the parish. Resolved the Clerk to find out how 
many children [16 or under on 5th June 2022] were in the parish. 
 

0322/9 SLAPTON LINE PARTNERSHIP 
 GC reported back from the last Slapton Line Partnership meeting held on March 22nd. He recounted Julian Brazil’s 

view at the meeting that little had been done since 2003 to preserve the Line. The rock armour along the beach 
was not substantial enough to counter another severe storm. Richard Foss and Julian Brazil have engaged a 
contractor to replace breaches of the armour as they occur.  GC noted a need for more money to be put toward 
the security of the Line. He also felt it would be helpful if there was a way to overcome the restrictions imposed by 
the SSSI designation and the perceived significant influence of Natural England and The Environment Agency. 
However, any amendments to the SSSI designation would have to go through parliament. The MP is keen to 
ensure the Line is retained and is attending Partnership meetings. GC felt the adaptation plan which is being 
scoped at the moment and has a two-year timescale to completion was at risk of being derailed by a major storm 
in the meantime. The adaptation manager Sam Lew has convened an Adaptation Plan workshop on April 5th and 
GC and PH will attend this. 

 
 GC referred to scientific papers on the Bay and its geology previously circulated to Partnership members. Resolved 

the Clerk to locate these papers and circulate them. 
 
0322/10     MONUMENT AT STRETE GATE 
     This was reported on at 0322/5. 
 
0322/11     CLERK’S REPORT 

Report submitted before the meeting. 
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Annual meeting of electors on 21st April. Invitations have been delivered to groups in the Parish to attend on the 
21st April. Email chasers will be sent and the agenda put in the noticeboards. The police have been invited as well. 
Julian and Richard will be asked if they can attend. KG offered to provide refreshments for the meeting. 

Banking. The Clerk received an electronic mandate from Bankline to complete. She contacted them to request a 
paper copy as the PDF isn’t downloading. The PC can then start the process to enrol onto Bankline. This was 
discussed later in the meeting under 0322/16. 

Road safety measures. PH has corresponded with James Anstee at DCC on the project. The police are doing a two-
week monitoring of speed through Strete from 10th March. The data should be available to underlie where a 
mobile speed camera can be located. DCC have not confirmed the gateway works could be included in this project.  

Post box on Hynetown Road. The Council wrote to Royal Mail on 24th January to complain and ask for the post-
box to be reinstated.  

HMCE grant. To apply in April for various road-related works including buddle holes and main sweep.  

Jubilee. Liaison with other local parishes. Slapton PC has asked for details of Strete events so the celebration can 
be coordinated. Stoke Fleming PC has sent a list of their planned events. The report was received.  

0322/12 CHAIR’S REPORT 
Report submitted before the meeting.  
March Newsletter. A paper copy of this was distributed to every household in Strete during the week commencing   
7th March. The newsletter discussed the Precept, the Parish Council’s plans for traffic calming and the grant for an 
additional vehicle speed monitoring device, Broadband improvement and additional telephone poles in the village, 
winter road salt and plans for Her Majesty’s Platinum Jubilee celebrations in June.  
To celebrate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee, the Parish Council plans to give a free commemorative China mug to 
every young person resident in the Parish aged 16 or under at 5th June 2022.  
Also attached to the newsletter was a resident survey seeking feedback on the Section 106 funds from the 
developer, and which capital projects the funds should be directed towards. The survey closes on 18th March and 
it is hoped that it will provide useful feedback to inform a discussion at the forthcoming village meeting in April  
 
Annual Village Meeting. This is set for 6.30pm on Thursday 21st April in the Parish Hall and will immediately 
precede the April meeting of the Parish Council. I understand that Anthony Mangnall MP has recently visited 
Stokenham PC to take public questions and I hope that we might be able to get him along either to the Annual 
Parish Meeting or another public village meeting in Strete, so that residents may ask him about his perceptions 
regarding the permanence of the Slapton Line and other pressing matters of interest  
 
Bus Consultation by Devon County. DCC has now finished its consultation with the bus companies on an enhanced 
partnership. Disappointingly, it has decided to delay the full public consultation on the Bus Services Improvement 
Plan (BSIP) until after it has received a decision from central government on levels of funding. DCC anticipate this 
will be sometime in March but have been given no firm timeline from the DfT. The consultation had been due to 
have started in mid-January 22.  
 
Contracts. The Parish Council is currently out to tender for Buddle Hole Drainage maintenance (3-year contract). A 
road sweeping contract for two years was awarded to Mark Rowe at the February meeting. 
 
HM The Queen's Platinum Jubilee Anniversary in June. A meeting between interested parties was held 
immediately prior to the February Parish Council meeting. A range of events is being planned by village 
organisations and other individuals. The Parish Council will do its best to ensure that all residents are fully aware of 
the events as the June date approaches.  
 
Slapton Line Partnership. Sam Lew has started employment as Adaptation Manager for the Partnership and has 
introduced himself to a number of Parish Councillors at a meeting in February. Sam has agreed to attend the PC 
meeting planned for 19th May to answer resident’s questions about the draft Adaptation Plan that he has been 
recruited to produce.  
The next meeting of the SLP has been advised for 22nd March 2022 and an agenda has just been issued 
(appended). The PC has also been asked to make delegates available to take part in an Adaptation Plan Co-creation 
Workshop on 5th April, which is being organised by Sam. However, details are not yet available.   
 
Proposed relocation of the Slapton Line Memorial. The second face-to-face six-Parishes meeting took place at 
Strete Parish Hall on 10th March. In the interim between the first and second meetings, Piers Spence and Richard 
Foss had attended an informal meeting with the Field Studies Council to ascertain their position on who should 
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control and execute the expected scope of work that is proposed to be funded by the six Parishes. FSC indicated 
that they would prefer to control and execute the work themselves using their own contractors, a position which 
reduces the scope of the draft agreement somewhat from a Strete PC perspective. Revised drafts have been 
produced and scrutinised and at the meeting on the 10th the Six Parishes were able to agree a preferred form of 
words and a payment arrangement to share the cost of a ten-year agreement, allowing the FSC to organise and 
carry out the work. This will become revision C4 Plan A of the Agreement and will be issued shortly to all 
interested parties. Costs will be shared by the Parishes in proportion to their respective populations - Strete’s 
share of the cost is expected to be £77 per annum.  
 
Revision C4 Plan A of the Agreement is now finalised as an agreed form of words in expectation of final negotiation 
of the scope with the FSC. FSC have indicated that this will not be possible until they have seen the detail of the 
removal and replacement scope of work from DCC, including landscaping. The next actions are therefore with DCC 
to get on and submit a planning application and then carry out the removal and relocation of the memorial to the 
new site at Strete Gate.  
Both Ward members attended the meeting and will report back to their respective organisations that the Parishes 
are ready to go ahead with Maintenance Funding – this was previously being touted by DCC as one of the reasons 
for lack of progress on the relocation.  
 
Climate Change Emergency. Recent alarming increases in the costs of fuel and energy utilities underline the 
pressing need to encourage residents to reduce dependence and consumption on fossil fuels and shift to greener 
sources of energy. The PC’s postponed Home Energy Efficiency residents meeting arranged for 15th January had to 
be cancelled due to Covid restrictions, but it is hoped to be able to re-arrange it for a date in May.  
 
Waste Collections. SHDC have advised that the “Brown Bin” green garden waste collections will re-commence 
from 28th March. The first collection in Strete will be Wednesday 6th April.  
 
Night Landing Site for the Devon Air Ambulance. The PC is continuing to search for a suitable night landing site for 
this important facility. The basic requirements are for a flat field (max 6-degree slope) sized at least 50 metres by 
50 metres, not used by animals or crops, accessible from public roads and with no nearby overhead wires. (The 
criteria for night landings are much tighter than for those carried out in daylight.  
 
Post Box on Hynetown Road. I am afraid that so far, the PC has been unable to get any form of response from 
Royal Mail over our appeal against their decision to remove it. The PC will continue to press for a replacement.  
 
Coronavirus Pandemic. Whilst most restrictions have now been removed, and the remaining travel restrictions are 
set to be removed on 18th March, it remains the fact that reported cases are high and there are anecdotal reports 
of high levels of infection locally. In the seven days up until 10th March the reported infection rate in the South 
Hams was 665 per 100,000, up from 413 the previous week.  The Chair’s report was received. 
 

0322/13 CLIMATE CHANGE EMERGENCY 
The Plymouth and South West Devon Joint Local Plan is conducting a consultation exercise on the Climate Change 
Emergency until April 21st . The consultation recommends the inclusion of a number of climate-friendly features in 
new planning applications such as solar power, heat pumps and new EV chargers.  
 

0322/14 COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS 
 Reports had been circulated prior to the meeting. PH. This report was given under 0322/12.  

 
KG. Slapton Line Partnership and AONB. Dear All Not a lot to tell you except that negotiations are still ongoing. 
We are still in consultation with FSC and holding meetings with our fellow councils. One was held on 10th March. 
We will be having a Slapton Line Partnership Meeting on 22nd March at Follaton House chaired by Sam Lew. 
Information will be available in due course. 
LN.  Roads: hedges, and litter. LN was absent but had submitted a report. Road Report.  I have very little to report on the 
roads. The milestones are fine. There is a large pothole on the Totnes Road by Combe Cross. The litter pick took place kindly 
coordinated by Helen Darch and my husband, Richard as I got stranded in London due to the weather. Kate Gill very kindly 
provided refreshments, thank you very much. Thanks to everyone who came and collected litter in rather inclement weather, I 
gather there was not as much as last time, except on the A379 towards Blackpool. The Clerk confirmed the gate posts on the 
Coastal path will be mended by John Gilbert and recharged to DCC. GC reported eight steps are broken on the path down to 
Strete Gate. Resolved the Clerk to report this to the Rights of Way officer.  
 
DR. Health and safety, Parish Hall liaison. Defibrillator. The defibrillator continues to be monitored and reported to the South 
West Ambulance. 
Snow warden. The final few bags of salt that remained outside the village hall have now been returned, and the garage re 
organised to accommodate in total twenty-five bags of salt should they be required in the future. A total of fifty-five bags were 
collected by villagers. 
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Parish Hall. Two recent resignations from the hall committee means that there is a real need for some local residents with fresh 
ideas to step forward to support and help with events for this much needed village asset. 
The date for the Auction of Promises has been changed to Saturday 9th April, with all proceeds now going to the 
Ukrainian Appeal. There have been some wonderful pledges of support, and it was felt that this may encourage more people 
from both within and outside the village to come along. Local primary schools have been invited to produce bunting and 
pictures, the local paper will be asked to do a feature about the event, and social media portals will be used to spread the word 
about the event. Doors will open at 6.45pm and music on arrival will be provided by Trish and George from the Laughing Monk. 
Canapes will be offered to accompany drinks that will be available from the bar, and the auction will begin at 7.30pm. 
Other. The new poo bin has now been installed by the bottle banks on Totnes Road. There have been no issues with the others. 
 
IC. Rights of Way, Tree warden, Strete Gate and Playpark. Strete Gate: -  Strete Gate;- Nothing really to report 
here, apart from a rather noisy, and late, music and bonfire party last week,  on the back of the beach. The start of 
a season of 'many', I fear...! GC noted the extension of the carpark was also in place for Tor Cross car park.  
Tree Warden;- A handful of trees, (Pinus Macrocarpa) are having to be dismantled at the S.W. end of the village.  
Casualties of Storm Eunice, I'm afraid. It would appear that, still, more trees are being removed than are being 
'planted', (sadly), which is something that ought to be "addressed" soon.  
Play Park;- I have noted down a small list of items which 'we' need to purchase, with which 'we' can carry out 
some repairs fairly painlessly. The play-park grass now needs cutting and will be cut next week except a bit in the 
middle where the moles are. They will need to be moved. The play equipment needs a coat of anti-rust paint and 
GC has some non-slip paint for metalwork. 
 

RC. Planning and Neighbourhood Plan, road maintenance including sweeping and Kings Arms liaison. PC Report 
– March 2022. Neighbourhood Plan. Finally, South Hams District Council concurs with the Examiner’s 
recommendations in respect of the modification to address the settlement boundary error included in the made 
Neighbourhood Plan (NP) which excluded the Kings Arms Car Park from within the settlement boundary. 

SHDC require a copy of the amended Neighbourhood Plan to check out. They have suggested the Front Page is 
amended to read “Made Plan as amended by Formal Modification: 10th March 2022” and include all amended 
plans in the document where the new settlement boundary is shown. This will be prepared and submitted before 
the next Parish Council meeting in April. 

 
The Kings Arms. The gardening volunteer team continue to work weekly on improving the garden as a place for 
customers to relax and unwind with a beer or glass of wine together with something to eat. 
New electricity rates have been received that show a 51% increase. This could lead to electric charges for the pub 
in the region of £8k per annum based on the usage for 2021. 

 
A retrospective planning application has been submitted for the replacement signs in the pub Car Park. Closing 
date for comments is 17/03/2022 with a decision due on 14/04/2022. Strete Community Pub Ltd (SCPL) 
Committee is preparing a financial report to deliver to Shareholders on Sunday 24 April at 2pm in the Parish Hall, 
Strete. This report will focus on the health of the company accounts and present its outgoings, income, the peaks 
and troughs of business, areas of concern and future forecasts. 
As a community run pub, we are always seeking volunteers so, if there is anyone who would like to get involved, 
please make contact with the Secretary, Karen Hales (karen.hales@kingsarmsatstrete.co.uk  
Steve (chef), Louis and Scott are becoming a formidable team in the kitchen along with Natalia (Tally), who has 
progressed to Supervisor at Front of House. Together with the support of Lizzie, Lucca, Lola, Ruby and Roscoe, who 
have all shown tremendous determination to make the experience of customers truly awesome, the Kings Arms is 
certainly getting its name on the map as being the destination pub in the area for hearty and tasty food, the 
fabulous views and the genuine warm welcome! 
The Management Team have advertised for a Front of House Manager as Easter & Summer approaches to ensure 
the pub continues to improve the experience for everyone visiting the pub.  

 
GC. Village Green, Prideaux Lane, campervans and carparks, social care and Slapton Line partnership. Village 
Green. The field has been cut for the first time since Christmas, the start of a new contract with Greenspace. 
The field continues to be a regular social mixing space for local dogs and their owners. Often there are 6 dogs and 
owners having a great run and a good chat! 
Citizens Advice have had a slight delay in returning to face-to-face interview in Dartmouth. This will now start in 
the first week of April at Dartmouth Community Cafe in the market place in Dartmouth. There will be a face-to-
face service from Monday April 4th.  
 
The TQ6 Community Partnership has a new coordinator who is looking to work with all the surrounding villages to 
identify parishioners' needs and link up with service providers.  
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The Community Cafe has been the collection point for an amazing contribution to supporting refugees from the 
Ukraine. Donations of warm clothing, everyday medicine and hygiene material have filled several lorries and the 
first convoy has reached the refugees. A second group of vans and lorries is going to Moldova as there are 
problems there with a less developed economy and social system struggling to cope with the refugees. Reports 
were received.  
 

0322/15    CORRESPONDENCE 
All correspondence has been circulated to councillors. 
 

0322/16    OTHER BUSINESS 
PH reported back on the survey sent round on the [s106] monies and which of the three sites parishioners would 
prefer. These are the Playpark, Village Green and Blackbird Wood. He suggested a site visit to all three sites. All to 
let the Clerk know preferred dates for this.  
 
DR mentioned the badly-rotted fencing by the diagonal carpark. The Clerk explained this was in hand with the 
landowner. He also mentioned the Auction of Promises and the need to promote this around the Village. The 
possibility of solar panels on the roof of the Parish Hall was raised. However, a survey had revealed problems with 
the roof which needed to be fixed first. 
The Clerk asked if there would be any objections if the Ukrainian flag was raised on the flagpole. This had been 
cleared with the Parish Hall Committee. There were no objections. 
 
GC asked the Clerk about the progress on the bank account and online banking. She explained there had been 
problems with getting the Bankline registration form to download. She had spoken with Bankline who insisted the 
form be downloaded and completed using Adobe Acrobat DC; a paper form would not be suitable. She had this 
latest version of Adobe on her computers but was still unable to load the form. A councillor had tried to download 
the forms without success as well. Due to the requirements of Standing Orders, it is necessary to have dual 
signatories when operating a bank account online and Bankline for Communities is the only suitable and compliant 
bank account offered by Bankline for NatWest customers.  
Subsequent to the meeting the Clerk has met with Nick Shepherd the Council’s Internal auditor who had kindly 
liaised with Bankline. He had downloaded the form and now the form will be sent to signatories to sign digitally 
and a resolution passed by the Council to confirm the acceptance of the terms of Bankline. A resolution will be 
passed at the April meeting. 
 
Mr and Mrs Bennett kindly offered to provide an owl nesting box for Blackbird Wood and were happy to donate 
this to the Trust.  
 

0322/17    DATE OF NEXT MEETING:   Thursday 21st April 2022. There will be two meetings the first of which at 6.30pm is the 
annual meeting of electors. The Parish Council meeting will run on straight after that meeting. Venue in the Parish 
Hall unless otherwise advised. THE MEETING WAS CLOSED at 8.34 p.m. 
  

Signed: Cllr Peter Hales (Chair) Dated: ........................................................................................ 21st APRIL 2022 


