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STRETE PARISH COUNCIL 
Clerk:  Mrs Helen Darch 

Homer Park, Strete, Dartmouth TQ6 0SJ    streteClerk@gmail.com      01803 770018      www.strete.org.uk  
 

MINUTES OF THE STRETE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING HELD 
ON THURSDAY 20th May 2021 AT 7.00 PM  

PRESENT 
Cllr Peter Hales (PH) (Chairman); Cllr Kate Gill (KG); Cllr Louise Newman (LN); Cllr Ian Cumberlidge (IC); Cllr David 
Rothwell (DR); Cllr Ralph Clark (RC); Cllr Graham Campbell (GC); Cllr Richard Foss, District Councillor, Allington & 
Strete Ward (RF); Mrs. Helen Darch {Clerk}; Laura Wotton and Emma Widdicombe from SHDC; representatives of 
parish organizations and parishioners. 
 

0521APM/1 APOLOGIES – Cllr Julian Brazil, County Councillor, Kingsbridge Division (JB). 
 
0521APM/2 MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS PARISH MEETING  

There was NO meeting held in 2020 due to COVID.   
 

0521APM/3 CONSULTATION ON MOTORHOME POLICY 
 Emma and Laura attended the meeting to give an explanation of the proposals to provide facilities for 

motorhomes to stay overnight at two of the three carparks on the Line. Strete Gate was excluded from this 
consultation as there were no plans to open it up to motorhomes at this time. A report entitled ‘Motorhomes 
Policy’ was due to be debated at the South Hams’ Executive committee on 22nd April. This had been circulated for 
consultation over 3 weeks and a large number of responses were received. Broadly the motorhome fraternity was 
in favour and local people were against the proposed scheme. Of note over seventy people in Slapton had 
objected to the scheme. This meeting was to discuss the proposals and for Strete Parish Council to reply to South 
Hams to confirm whether we supported or did not support the proposals in the report.  

 The proposals were to use the carparks as self-contained overnight parking for motorhomes with a maximum stay 
of two nights. There would be enforcement of activity by localities officers. The first twelve months were a trial 
period where activity and nuisance would be logged. The proposals reflected common practice across the UK 
where carparks are turned over to motorhome use at night.  
The councillors discussed the report. Among questions asked was how would the scheme be policed by South 
Hams. Graham commented that South Hams Council had struggled to deal with camping on the beach last year. 
One significant issue was the loss of the toilets at the memorial carpark after Storm Emma and these had not been 
replaced. Also, how could recommendations be made until the scheme had been piloted. Kate read from her 
response submitted to South Hams as part of the consultation on the report. She expressed concern over certain 
assumptions in the report. For instance, that motorhome users would benefit the local economy since many 
brought their own food. The problems with traffic through the villages would not be solved unless the Aires were 
located away from the small local roads in larger towns. Simply the local infrastructure can’t cope with large 
vehicles at the moment and this would encourage more of them. There was an issue with pollution from the 
vehicles and litter in general. She also felt the scheme should not encourage further development on the AONB as 
in Option C with permanent showers and facilities.  
Ian felt the barriers would permit smaller campers to enter the sites and these tended to be ones without onboard 
facilities. So, this would need to be policed. He also wondered if the barrier at the memorial carpark would lead to 
traffic moving on to Strete Gate instead.  
Emma and Laura promised to review all the consultations and they were happy to visit again to discuss later 
developments. The Parish Council resolved not to support the proposals as they are stated at the moment. 

  
0521APM/4 REPORTS OF LOCAL ORGANISATIONS  

Blackawton and Strete History Group [BASH]. Kate Gill reported for BASH. COVID has deterred activity to a great 
extent. However, VE Day on May 8th was recognised by the lighting of the beacon at Manor Farm. Kate is involved 
in the Dartmouth Mayflower 400 project which has been carried over from 2020 and has plans for a book on the 
pilgrims and the food they ate.  

Melroe De Smithes. Pam Wills emailed a report on the Woods which the Clerk read out. The woods are looking 
good at the moment. There are quite a few wild flowers coming up; unfortunately, I think we  have some foreign 
bluebells!  We will have to wait until the leaves are on the ash trees before we can see if there is  any ash die-back 
but unfortunately, I expect there will be. The time has come to cut the alders down on the far end  against the field 
and will be replaced with more trees. The path around needs some attention. I see the plastic matting under the 
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path is showing through some places. The notice board inside the gate that explains what is in the woods needs re-
doing. If there is anyone in the village who would be interested in coming up with a design please come and see 
me. I noticed the gate needs attending to, probably needs a new post. All these things cost money so hopefully 
there will be some grants which we can apply for. 

St Michaels Church. The Reverend Alison Shaw talked on the parish church. She reminded the meeting that St 
Michaels is the parish church for Strete. COVID has affected the normal routines of the parish but prayer and 
worship has continued, sometimes online. The Church continues to pray for the community of Strete. She also 
wants to see more engagement in the community and there is a foodbank in the Church for donations to be made. 
The letter in Stretewise had garnered little response which was disappointing. If the Parish wants to enjoy solace 
and access to the ceremonies of baptism, marriage and burial then the Church needs the support of the Village.   

Strete Chapel. Derek Harris presented an account of the Chapel which has a building next to the village shop. He 
started by thanking the meeting for an opportunity to speak. The Chapel and Church share fellowship on special 
occasions. Last year had seen the Chapel closed due to COVID. Services took place by email and Zoom with other 
congregations. In July 2020 the government allowed churches to meet again. However, the Chapel was not big 
enough to accommodate social distancing so the congregation has met at Stoke Fleming Village Hall. They look 
forward to resuming services in the Chapel as the rules permit and risk assessments are undertaken. There are a 
number of speakers invited to give the Gospel as there is no pastor. All who are curious about the Christian faith 
are welcome. 

Strete Indoor Bowls Club. The Clerk read out a short report sent to her by Tony Andrew. Unfortunately, like a lot 
of  clubs our 2020/2021 season was a complete wash out, due to the Covid Pandemic. Traditionally we commence 
our season at the end of September and conclude in March the following year, with Club, League, Cup and friendly 
matches played most week’s during that time. Our Club Nights are Mondays with the majority of matches played 
on a Thursday evening. 

We are a small bunch of enthusiasts, who enjoy both the sport of Short Mat Bowls as well as the usual banter and 
camaraderie expressed at our weekly get togethers – nothing too serious but competitive with each other. With 
the refurbishment of the Village Hall that has taken place during the lockdown period we were delighted to be 
offered the use of the Bryan Seymour Room for our regular use, although the sad passing of Bryan does somewhat 
take the shine off the new facility. Hopefully, if everything continues to move forward, we will, later in the year, 
hear the click of bowl on bowl once more within the hall and with a little bit of luck be welcoming some new 
members to the fold. 

Strete Parish Hall. Penny Penhale commenced by congratulating Peter Hales on his appointment as chairman for 
2021/22. The last event held in the Hall was the Burns Supper held on 21st January 2020. A few classes were held 
for instance the stretch class which takes place on Tuesdays. The Hall committee was successful with grants and 
donations which enabled them to carry out much of the planned works they scheduled. For instance, the west-end 
wall was almost done except for a fire door and handrail. These changes mean the back door to the Hall is no 
longer an entrance.  

The front doors, planters and rails have been painted and plants put in. A wild flower garden has been planted 
with insect hotels and places for hedgehogs. The outside lights have been repainted. The new Bryan Seymour 
Room has new shelving and a coat of paint. The hallways and double doors have been painted. A storeroom at the 
rear now  stores chairs, and tables and has been repainted. There was non-slip flooring in the kitchen and hallway. 
One outstanding job is treatment for woodworm in the roof.  

A few events are planned in the next few months for instance a coffee morning on 26th May, a BBQ in September 
and a quiz in October.  

Stretch Class. Penny gave a report. This class meets on Tuesdays and now has 13 people.  

Strete Social Club. The Clerk had visited Dorothy Teal to chat about her report. The club had not been able to meet 
over the COVID period but had at least one event planned before the summer break in July. Dorothy was 
optimistic things would pick up as conditions improved. 

Stretewise Parish magazine. Dave Jones gave an account of the magazine as editor since 2019. The page count 
was now over 80 pages which is only possible to sustain with advertising and it should break even in 2020/21. The 
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magazine will fund trophies for the Village Day. Subscriptions have increased slightly with around three-quarters of 
the Village taking the magazine. The magazine wouldn’t survive without subscribers. Dave thanked his delivery 
team for their hard work and cheerfulness.   

0521APM/5 REPORT OF THE COUNTY COUNCILLOR 

The county councillor was unable to attend and had given his apologies. 

0521APM/6 REPORT OF THE DISTRICT COUNCILLOR 

Richard Foss reported on South Hams District Council under lockdown. There was still a marked change in activity 
down to the effect of the pandemic. The Council had to meet in Tavistock as other accommodation was too 
restricted under the COVID rules. There was a problem with refuse collection. Richard thought the contractor, FCC, 
had not realised the scale of the contract work required. There is a shortage of drivers but plans are in place to use 
new smaller lorries to collect the refuse. Those householders who had moved onto the new collection system will 
continue on that but others will remain on the old system for the moment. He is happy to be the main contact on 
this issue.  

He was not surprised at local response to the motorhomes proposal. He felt council officers needed to be more 
flexible and work longer shift patterns to match the activity.  

The Neighbourhood Plan for Strete had been signed off today at South Hams so it was now official.  

Richard informed all he was now the Chairman of South Hams District Council and he was congratulated on this.  

Peter mentioned a planning application on 2 Crestfield which had been refused. He commented on disparities in 
interpretation of the planning requirements on this application. Richard promised to take this up with Patrick 
Whymer [the head of Planning].  

0521APM/7 POLICE REPORT  

The Clerk reported on what was happening with policing as she is the Councillor advocate or liaison with police for 
Strete. Sgt Jon Croft had responded on two questions to confirm there will be a foot patrol in the Village either 
PCSO Broadhurst or himself. The Clerk had asked about beach marshals for Strete Gate and this will be looked at as 
well.  

0521APM/8 CHAIRMAN’S REPORT  

A brief report was given by Peter. The Council had met on Zoom for the past year until this meeting. People have 
had to adjust socially but there have also been some heroes for instance the Shop which remained open 
throughout the pandemic. There had been progress though for instance an extension of the Asset of Community 
Value protection on the Pub. Various contracts such as sweeping and cleaning the buddle holes were live. The 
neighbourhood Plan was final and the Council supported it. A scheme of work was planned for the parish benches 
and picnic tables. Looking forward plans to develop road safety in the village and promote climate change and 
sustainably measures. 

 0521APM/9 OPEN FORUM 

No one raised anything.   

0521APM/10 THE NEXT PARISH MEETING WILL BE HELD in MAY 2022. The meeting closed at 8.12 p.m. 

  

Signed: Cllr Peter Hales (Chair) Dated: ........................................................................... 21st APRIL 2022 


