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STRETE PARISH COUNCIL 
Clerk:  Mrs Helen Darch 

Homer Park, Strete, Dartmouth TQ6 0SJ    streteClerk@gmail.com      01803 770018      www.strete.org.uk  
 

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF STRETE PARISH COUNCIL (PC) 
HELD ON ZOOM ON THURSDAY 18TH February 2021 AT 7.00 PM  

PRESENT 
Cllr Kate Gill (KG) (Chairman);  Cllr Ralph Clark (RC); Cllr Louise Newman (LN); Cllr Ian Cumberlidge (IC); Cllr David 
Rothwell (DR); Cllr Graham Campbell (GC); Cllr Peter Hales (PH); Cllr Julian Brazil, County Councillor, Kingsbridge 
Division (JB) (arrived later); Cllr Richard Foss, District Councillor, Allington & Strete Ward (RF); Mrs. Helen Darch 
{Clerk}, one parishioner. 
 
PUBLIC FORUM 
A parishioner [Mr Findlay] attended to discuss the two car park spaces attached to Rose Cottage which he was in 
the process of buying. He confirmed the s95 [Localism Act 2011] notice that had been served by South Hams 
District Council [SHDC] on Heavitree regarding the disposal of the carpark spaces was issued in error. On review it 
was recognised the two spaces did not come under the current ACV and so the s95 notice could be disregarded. 
He mentioned the possibility sometime in the near future that the two spaces could be offered [in some fashion] 
to the Council for electric car charging points. This was noted. 

COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT 
JB spoke on the Line to say it won’t be around, maybe not in 5 years’ time. There are two reasons Devon County 
Council [DCC] and SHDC can’t do anything though they will lobby. The first is the SSSI designation by Natural 
England. The SSSI is on the moving of the sandbank, so it relates to a geological process. This would have to be 
removed for structural works to be done to secure the road. Second, the budget to do this is tens of millions [£] 
funded by the Environment Agency. He noted that something will have to happen quickly or else the road will 
decay further. PH wondered if the SSSI would lapse if the sea is allowed to overrun the road. JB explained the SSSI 
is a geological process and not on flora or fauna. RF informed the meeting that primary legislation had to be 
agreed to change the designation of the SSSI so even central government couldn’t interfere here. Anthony 
Mangnall [MP] might influence government to bring in legislation but it is a lengthy process.  

JB referred to the list of questions raised by Strete this week, and responded to by Steve Mullineaux, on the Strete 
Gate issues he presented on in the November meeting. JB recommended the PC go through the responses and 
reply to SHDC on these. The decision will be with SHDC on what they can reasonably do but RF and JB will be a full 
part of that. PH noted there would have to be toilet facilities at the central carpark even if portaloos were not 
recommended [Slapton PC had tried to instal some in 2020 but was told by Natural England they couldn’t on 
account of the SSSI and the fear of chemical leakage]. JB agreed. RF and he had advised officers that if there are no 
toilets at the central car park, they would have to be enhanced at the two car parks on either end of the Line.  

IC thought visitors would ignore the prohibition on chemical loos and empty their tanks at the central carpark if 
they had already paid to stay there. RF hoped the four new officers would patrol the area and prevent people from 
doing this. IC asked if these officers would work after 10pm. RF confirmed this as rotas would be seven days a 
week including bank holidays. LN asked where the officers would be located. RF said they would focus on the main 
busy areas to include the main holiday areas such as Salcombe and the Line.  

RC asked if there was any central government funding to assist. It was unfair local people had to pay for services to 
manage visitors who were causing a burden on local amenities down to numbers and their behaviour. JB stated 
the Slapton Line Partnership had been asked to draw up costed schemes and plans to submit to central 
government as the Adaptation Plan for the current situation with visitor numbers and pressure on local services. JB 
and RF wanted Steve Mullineaux to draw up a plan which could go to Anthony Mangnall to promote at 
Westminster. RF commented that a post had been earmarked with a budget of £50,000 left over from the road 
repairs budget to do this type of work last year. This has not been done. 

GC observed very little had been done since November’s meeting with Steve Mullineaux. He felt a set-up similar to 
Blackpool Sands would be better with an organised site and a central entry point. Also, there should be Police 
powers to stop people parking on the freeway. RF thought 2021 would see similar busyness to 2020 with more 
people holidaying in the UK. RF recommended Councillors email the MP, Andy Bates at SHDC and John Hart at 
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DCC individually to complain and ask why the £50,000 set aside for an officer to do this work has not been used.  
Councillors should enrol the press and Spotlight to make clear their views especially toward visitors’ behaviour.  

JB and RF said they had lobbied for expanded facilities at the two end carparks for motor homes and to leave the 
central carpark for day trippers and small cars only. RF commented if the monument was moved to Strete Gate 
this would see an increase in visitors who would come to see the monument. However, locals for instance 
fishermen who use the central car park may feel they aren’t catered for.  

DCC Budget setting. Council tax has been increased by 5% [4.99%]. This is made up of 2% on core activities and 3% 
on adult social services. JB noted that DCC had seen £280m taken from their budget by central government. He 
commented that it would be difficult for any administration to balance the books in these circumstances. 
Revenues can be raised but this is an ongoing debate with central government. The report was received. 

DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT 
RF thanked the Council for their support on his recent bereavement. He noted both JB and he had worked to get 
the road cleared over the previous weekend. He also noted he was lobbying the MP to support the Line remaining 
open rather than being left to succumb to the sea.  

RF had attended a presentation on the new refuse collection system which is being phased in from 8th March. 
Information will be circulated very soon on how the system is to work. SHDC sent posters out to Clerks for 
circulation on 22nd February. One new feature is glass will be collected at kerbside. Cardboard and newspaper will 
be separately recycled. RF didn’t know when Strete would get the recycling containers yet but the system is being 
rolled out over time in the South Hams.  

The SHDC Budget was approved on 11th February. This is a balanced budget. Certain areas are earmarked for 
spending in particular to help people after COVID-19. Council Tax has increased overall by 5.01% [Band D 
£2,090.55] across all authorities. This includes for SHDC a maximum allowed of £5 [Band D of £175.42] on bills or 
2.9%. The Fire brigade has increased by 1.99% [Band D £90.00] and Police by 6.73% [Band D £236.56] and are 
uncapped unlike SHDC and DCC. DCC has increased by 4.99% [Band D £1,511.28]. RF advised parishes to precept 
for extra works and activities not covered by district and county Councils. Parishes had precepted an average 
8.77% increase [Band D £77.29]. RF stated things won’t get done as money is not there to do it.  

PH asked if the current glass collection bank will be taken away once the new collection system starts. He thought 
tourists would still need a central recycling facility. JB confirmed they will remain in place. RC asked to write to RF 
about the budget he had read about in the press and wanted some explanation particularly on the share of the 
total Council tax bill that goes to SHDC. RF thought SHDC gets 9% [‘9 p in the £’] and the rest goes to the other 
authorities. RC commented that he felt it was a problem that Strete [for instance] was paying for bodies that 
should provide services but weren’t and so Strete was having to precept or find money themselves.  RF noted 
there was a certain amount of ‘winding down’ of services at county and district level. The report was received. 

0221/1 APOLOGIES – none were received.  
 
0221/2 MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING HELD ON 21 January 2021 

The above minutes were AGREED as a true and correct record and were signed by the Chairman.   
 

0221/3 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
Parish Councillors were invited to declare any unregistered or other interest, including the nature and extent of 
such interests they may have in any items to be considered at this meeting.  

0221/4     PLANNING & PLANNING MATTERS 
Two planning applications has been received for comment as a neighbouring parish. 
0069/21/ARC Application for approval of details reserved by conditions 3 and 4 of planning application 
3623/20/LBC Dormouse Cottage Hansel Devon TQ6 0LN.  Councillors had no comments to make. 
 
0119/21/FUL Provision of grain store. Agricultural building at SX829 492. Blackawton.  A full debate took place. 
Councillors were unhappy about the prospect of heavy road traffic at a spot on the Totnes Road which was already 
busy and narrow for traffic. They appreciated the need for the development but observed that the current state of 
the road which is narrow and rural would not support the likely additional farm traffic. Perhaps something akin to 



Page 3 of 7 
 

 

a s106 planning condition could be requested of the applicant. RF suggested that Strete PC write and request that 
the road be improved at this point as a condition on approval of the application. Resolved the Clerk draft a letter 
to circulate which would be sent to SHDC Planners which set out these conditions.  
Discussion on SHDC policy on enforcements of planning decisions and breaches. RF was mindful of the concerns 
Strete PC had over the efficacy of planning enforcement. Councillors observed the same enforcements have been 
on the enforcement lists a long while. RF explained an applicant can get round enforcement by submitting another 
planning application and then enforcement has to cease until the new application has been decided. RF explained 
a lack of staffing and lack of funds didn’t help. Resolved: RF will call Pat Whymer [head of planning at SHDC] and 
bring up any improvements that can be done to the way enforcement activity is carried on.  

0221/5(a) FINANCE 
Five cheques were listed for payment on the agenda, invoices circulated before the meeting and all five invoices 
approved for payment at the meeting. 

1756 – Clerk reclaim cost of Arnold Baker law textbook 12th 
edition. £119.99. 

1757 – Clerk salary February £261. 

1758 – Citizens Advice Bureau grant £50. Agreed minute 
0120/10. 

1759 – Mr R Clark reimbursement 
Kingsbridge Websites annual hosting fee 
£70, print costs £8.32 plus VAT. 

1760 – SLCC Enterprises Ltd, Clerk attendance on planning 
course on 18th February. £30 plus VAT. 

 

It was proposed and AGREED by all present to authorise the payment as enumerated above.  

0221/5(b) FINANCE 
Resolved the monitoring statements would be put on the website. 

0221/5(c) FINANCE 
Cash at bank – £8,046.40CR Current account at 10/02/21, £10,297.99CR Business Reserve account at 10/02/21. 

0221/5(d) FINANCE 
Budgets 2021/22. PH asked about the 2021/22 budget for maintenance on the memorial [£500] and whether this 
would be spent given COVID restrictions which had put on hold any plans. The Clerk suggested a lodgement for say 
£200 in case the monument was in place by the end of 2021/22. Maintenance relates to ongoing upkeep of the 
site. DR asked about the contributions of other parishes. KG confirmed one of the eight parishes hadn’t agreed to 
this yet. Resolved: The Councillors would come back with changes for next month.  

The Clerk informed Councillors that the Highways Maintenance Community Enhancement Fund grant would be 
decided in March and she would know by then if the grant had been made for the highways works. The Clerk has 
asked JB for funds from his 2021/22 Localities budget as well. 

0221/6    CLERK’S REPORT 
Report submitted before the meeting.   Census – 21st March. Notices are coming out in February with contact 
details for paper census forms if people want to complete these. For note.  

Annual parish meeting and meeting of parish electors. A discussion took place on whether the annual meeting of 
the Parish Council [APM] should take place before the ‘remote meeting rules’ expire after 6th May 2021. On 4th 
April 2020 HM Government had passed regulations that permitted Councils to meet remotely before the 7th May 
2021. Thereafter they had to return to in-person meetings to ensure their meetings were legally convened. No 
extension to the regulations has been received to date. DALC had given advice to Clerks to consider whether to 
conduct their APM before the regulations expired on 7th May 2021 or conduct the APM in person thereafter. The 
APM must be held during May in the year to, as a minimum, elect a chairman to the Council and confirm meeting 
dates for the year. The annual meeting for Strete PC would be on 20th May and would be held in the Parish Hall in 
normal times. A risk assessment is in place to meet in the Hall and can be updated. Councillors were in favour of 
meeting on the scheduled date of 20th May in person if regulations permitted. Resolved the Clerk speak with the 
Parish Hall chairman to discuss the practicalities of having a meeting in the Hall in May. 

The Annual meeting of parishioners was also discussed. This is held between 1st March and June 1st each year. The 
regulations do not cover this meeting and DALC had advised Councils not to hold it in 2020. However, as it has not 
been held since May 2019 Councillors discussed whether to make arrangements to hold this meeting. Resolved 
the Clerk would look into how local societies felt about meeting either remotely or in person and report back to 
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the next committee. There are also local elections on 6th May so purdah may have to be observed. This means it 
may be inadvisable to convene this meeting before the elections have been held. 

Recent events on Hynetown Road with a farmer using the road to transport slurry. GC noted the road mess was 
mud rather than slurry. Some Councillors wondered whether an alternative route for the tractors/lorries could be 
used through the back of the village. Perhaps the farmer could drive along the edge of his fields and out the back. 
KG explained that there was not much margin between the crop and the edge of the field typically. IC said the 
volume of slurry was untypical and the timing was unfortunate straight after a road clean. He also explained the 
farmer couldn’t exit by the playpark which is quite narrow. The Cox’s Farm field entrance is simply the best 
entrance for all the fields which have to be accessed for this activity. IC admitted the tractors were too fast. 

RC said that if farmers were going to deposit mud on the roads, they should clean it up afterwards. If they don’t 
clean it up the PC will do so and charge them for it. A debate took place on whether the PC should sweep the road 
at that time of year. KG and LN noted as people are also cutting hedges to the end of February this is creating a 
mess on the road and the activity of farmers and others should really be co-ordinated. PH asked if it is predictable 
to say when slurry spreading will take place. IC replied that the activity is dependent on the weather.  

PH suggested the PC liaise with farmers who drive through the village and find out when they are likely to do slurry 
work. The PC can then plan its road sweep around this.  KG explained much of the activity is under contract and so 
farmers are focused on getting work done. Resolved: The Clerk to provide details of farmers in the locality so we 
can let them know when we plan to do sweeping.  

Coronavirus updates. Devon is now in National lockdown and there is a review of the success of the lockdown on 
22nd February. https://www.gov.uk/guidance/national-lockdown-stay-at-home. The DCC website continues to 
update and inform on local Coronavirus matters. https://www.devon.gov.uk/coronavirus-advice-in-
devon/coronavirus-data/. The number of positive cases in the South Hams since the start of the pandemic is 1,564 
at 15th February. Deaths at 37 to that date. Daily summary | Chillington, Torcross & Stoke Fleming (data.gov.uk)   
The report was received.  

0221/7 CHAIR’S REPORT 
Report submitted before the meeting.  
Coronavirus – So far, we have been fortunate in Strete – I’m not aware of any cases in the village and the South 
Hams has a very low count of cases. We still need to be vigilant with all the recommendations of last month. In my 
view the tighter we adhere to the restrictions the sooner lockdown will be eased, especially now that the over 70’s 
vaccinations are more or less complete. Don’t forget, take up your offer of a ‘jab’ appointment: it’s a breeze!!!! 
Two days ago, as I exited from my home a police car came down the road towards me, I pulled in for it to pass. The 
policeman was looking for a property which allegedly had holiday makers in it. I was able to assure him that the 
occupants had moved to a different property and that the builders had moved in to do repair work. THANK YOU to 
the Police for working to keep us all safe.  

Strete Gate and Slapton Line. Strete Gate. The coffee kiosk has been taken away to do some more repair work. 
Slapton Line. Since the last meeting travelling on the Line has been a nightmare. The 31st January saw the line 
closed because of a bomb which was blown up by the disposal squad at about 5p.m. I gather it was up near the 
road and moved onto the beach for detonation …. I quote “It left a b…. y big hole!!!” when I spoke to those who 
had closed the road. I understand 5 bombs have been washed up in the recent storms. Everyone will know that the 
Line was closed over the weekend because of shingle rocks and debris – now thankfully removed. 

Prideaux Lane. The hedge banks at Start Bay Park end have now been trimmed. 

Play Park. There is nothing new to report on the Play Park.  The weather hasn’t allowed any maintenance to be 
carried out. Let’s look forward to a Happy Healthy Spring. The Chair’s report was received. 

0221/8 NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 
A report was submitted prior to the meeting.  
Neighbourhood Plan Report – February 2021 
Following acceptance of the revised Neighbourhood Plan by Strete Parish Council on 21/01/2021, that included 
the Examiner’s proposed amendments, the Examiner’s report and revised Plan was submitted for a delegated 
decision by representatives of SHDC. 
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Delegated approval of the Examiner’s report was confirmed on 27/01/2021. The Referendum Version of the Plan 
was fully checked and confirmed to be compliant on 28/01/2021 allowing the Regulation 18 Decision Statement to 
be issued and placed on SHDC’s website.  
Unfortunately, due to the lack of administrative support it has not been placed on the website yet. However, it has 
been confirmed that this does not prevent placing the Referendum Version of SNP onto Strete website with the 
revised accompanying documentation. Nor does it affect the status of SNP which now has substantial material 
weight despite a Referendum not being held. It is hoped this will appear on SHDC website in the next few days. 
As previously advised, a referendum will not be possible until COVID-19 restrictions for elections are lifted and, 
although there is a suggestion that elections will take place in May, a referendum may not be possible until 
Autumn 2021. RC confirmed at the meeting that the referendum will take place on May 6th and he is preparing 
materials for publicity to go to the NP committee for approval. He will then get prices for printing. The NP cannot 
recommend how villagers should vote merely inform on the process. There is a purdah period of 28 days before 
the referendum date so 8th April for canvassing on the referendum.    
The good news is that now a delegated decision has been confirmed, the policies in SNP must be referenced and 
observed in all planning matters within the Parish of Strete. 
It has been suggested that when the PC responds to SHDC on planning applications that a standard note is 
attached relaying the status of SNP and to reference the policies in SNP that any comments made are based on. 
This is a culmination of almost six years of volunteer work to bring about the Vision, Objectives and Aspirations of 
the community for the future of the parish. 
RC also referred to local publicity on the draft plan in the press and online. He spoke to the editor of the 
newspaper and he will pass on RCs details to the article writer who works for the BBC. For those of you who may 
not have seen the online article about Strete https://www.devonlive.com/news/devon-news/how-small-village-
outstanding-sea-4984189 

The Devon Live article is taken from the Strete Neighbourhood Plan document. The NP report was received.  
 

0221/9    CLIMATE CHANGE EMERGENCY 
PH introduced this item. The intention is to start a discussion on the climate change emergency and actions that 
can be taken by the Parish. The Council could for instance to look at tree planting, and green energy sources. Also, 
Strete can look at what is happening in other parishes and offer to collaborate. Councillors offered ideas. LN 
thought new build housing should be sustainable. Heating could use solar or air source heat pumps. Modern air 
source heat pumps are generally quieter than they used to be but require very good insultation. Insulation is 
generally good in modern buildings. RC spoke on his ground source heat pump which is efficient but quite 
expensive and also required building down into the ground. These forms of energy, sustainability and insulation 
see implications for building control and planning policy. RC noted the draft NP has policy on sustainable buildings. 
PH noted there is grant money available for these initiatives and for energy sources such as photovoltaic batteries.  

LN advised sustainable materials and policies are often more expensive so government needs to support this 
movement or else people can’t or won’t use these materials when they build. PH noted new building regulations 
were coming in that required an electric charge point in all new build properties but this is expensive. GC asked 
what the Council’s climate change policy would be and what the PC would like to support. He mentioned 
assistance to parishioners on energy consumption for instance. What elements of the district and county policies 
could Strete adopt? The parish is fairly limited in what it can do but there are some measures for instance electric 
vehicles and tree planting which has a good effect on the environment. IC noted in his experience as tree warden it 
has been very difficult to plant trees in Strete without some criticism. RC wondered if the Council should learn 
from what other Councils had done. Resolved: PH to research existing plans for a framework toward a plan and 
policy for Strete PC. All to contribute to this process. 

0221/10     UPDATES ON PREVIOUS AGENDA ITEMS. 
The memorial tree. A report had been sent to Councillors outlining the consultation with DCC as landowner and 
the neighbours under the Management Agreement. IC had spoken with the parishioner who wanted to plant the 
memorial tree and there was another location which should be acceptable to people. The tree could go on the 
land below the Village Green opposite the Skerries. The Highways department would need to assess this for 
visibility. RC asked how big the tree would grow. The tree grows slowly to around 20 feet.  

GC suggested that one of the failing trees on the plantation up at the top of the Green could be replaced with the 
new tree. The parish Council could then draw up guidelines for planting trees in the Village and Green. PH referred 
to the report circulated earlier. As there had been so many objections, the Council would have to opt for B:  
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To decline the request to plant the tree in the Village Green. Minute the decision to make clear that the Village 
Green is protected and has covenants with the neighbours on ‘nuisance etc’. This does not preclude planting trees 
elsewhere in the Village once suitable locations have been found that adhere to location, traffic and maintenance 
requirements. Again, a policy can be drawn up to help with future requests. 
PH wondered if the tree could go in Blackbird Wood. KG said she would ask the trustees of the Melroe de Smithes 
Trust who look after the Wood. However, this Wood is quite dense already; but IC thought the Wood should be 
curated and new trees introduced but that decision belongs to the Trustees.  

DR who has an interest in the matter noted the family had been offered a place to plant the tree in the village 
which won’t impose on anybody. It will be where family can sit and reflect. He will update Councillors on this 
decision.  He observed he hadn’t anticipated the response this request generated and was disappointed as a long-
term villager in that. He stated that the family wouldn’t now consider the Village Green.  

LN noted Harry Fenton, a previous Councillor, had planted several trees on the Village Green however she thought 
it was maybe in 2015. GC thought the Village Green status dictated any tree planting that could be done now and 
it had to conform to that as well as the management agreement with DCC. Resolved: The Clerk would have a 
word with Richard Jackson of DCC Highways on whether the tree could be planted down opposite the Skerries. 

Strete Gate had been discussed already under the report of the County Councillor. Resolved GC to draft a letter to 
Steve Mullineaux of SHDC and send it to the MP and the Press as well.  

0221/11 UPDATE ON CONTRACTS 
Report received before the meeting. RC had sent round an email on sweeping costs for 2021/22 recently. 
Greenspace are still to confirm their contract for 2021/22. LN thinks the Ellis’ will continue with strimming work. 

0221/12 COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS 
 Reports had been circulated prior to the meeting.  

KG (Chair) Playpark. KG was approached to look at having a hedge planted in the playpark so children were 
protected from the wind which sweeps across the playpark. KG had explained the playpark was on a lease with The 
Strete Estate and trees couldn’t be planted in the playpark. GC asked if the Parish could check with the owner 
whether this could be looked at. IC explained he had spoken with the Strete Estate when the playpark was first 
built and they were quite firm that they didn’t want trees in the playpark.  

LN Transport and Roads. As noted already the roads were swept and then the farmer came and spread slurry on 
the fields leaving mud on the road. There is a notice saying the road between the shop and School House will be 
closed from 23 February until 3 March. Andy at the Post Office says the work to put a pipe into the new house 
which is being built is only likely to take a day, this will affect the buses. The line was closed from Friday 12 
February until Monday 15 February due to very stormy conditions with shingle and large stones landing on the 
road. There appears to be no damage to the Strete end or the Torcross end when I visited it.  

A minor accident happened on the brow of the A379 as it comes down from Dartmouth into Strete above 
Frogwell. A piece of wall juts into the road and was knocked as a driver passed [an interest here as LN’s brother-in-
law did it]. This is not the first time and she wondered if something could be done about the wall. DR thought this 
was caused at times by drivers going too fast over the brow of the hill into the village. He thought if the wall was 
reduced people would speed up anyway. PH offered to move the VAS down to that area again.  

RC had used the DCC Report a problem website recently for full gullies in the Village. Lisa Edmonds replied to say 
she will look at this next time she is in the area.  A drain is blocked at the bottom opposite the Laughing Monk and 
may need to be dug out. He also wondered if IC had spoken to the landowner on the passing bay up opposite 
Blackwell Cross. IC said the landowner isn’t bothered about it so anyone could go and fill it with spare tarmac. RC 
had suggested to the contractor who was moving site material out of the Old Vicarage that he could dump it down 
in the holes there. IC said the only problem is the big farm vehicles that pull in at this spot and would gouge out 
the holes again. The Clerk said she would look into the road warden scheme this and speak with Slapton PC who 
has enrolled in this scheme. https://www.devon.gov.uk/communities/opportunities/road-warden-scheme 

DR Health and Safety.  DR had nothing to report. 
IC Rights of Way, tree warden and Strete Gate. IC had reported elsewhere in the meeting on the memorial tree 
[0221/10] and Strete Gate [County Councillor report]. IC asked for confirmation on the keyholders for the barriers 
at Prideaux Lane. GC listed a number of keyholders including the Clerk and himself.  
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RC Planning and Neighbourhood Plan. The parishioners at No 2 Crestway are speaking with their neighbours on 
their plans as discussed last month. [0121/4]. RC had also spoken with the owner of the Old Schoolhouse on his 
correspondence and plans to build two affordable houses [0121/4] and was awaiting a response. 

PH. VAS Monitoring. Nothing to report. Operation continues at the Totnes Road location.  
Local transport liaison. Nothing new to report.  
Climate Change Emergency. Devon Carbon Plan. The public consultation stage of the Devon Carbon Plan closed 
on 15th February. The Plan will consider the earliest, credible date which should be set for net-zero emissions, 
together with the recommended ways to get there. The comments will now be assessed and the plan will be 
finalised. A February newsletter is available.  
Strete Residents EV Survey  
Updates in bold.  
1. Maintain a watching brief on the development of the public charging infrastructure in the local towns of 
Kingsbridge, Totnes and Dartmouth. Schemes have been announced but have not yet been implemented.  
Status – ongoing, no visible progress at present.  
2. Maintain a watching brief on the availability of grant monies to support rural charging infrastructure.  
Status – ongoing. Both SHDC and South West Water have announced the availability of grant monies for 
Community Projects linked to climate change.  
3. Insert a provision of £1250 into the Budget for the 2021/22 financial year to fund a public charging facility, with 
an intention of having it up and running by the end of Q1 2022. Status – done.  
4. Suggest to Strete Community Pub Limited that a business case for the acquisition of a public fast Charging Unit 
should be carried out, with a view to it being located in the Kings Arms car park and operated as a revenue stream 
for the pub. The business case should take into account the benefit of any future grant subsidies which might be 
announced which would help to make the venture viable (no subsidy is currently available).  
Status – Rose Cottage is being sold to a private buyer complete with two car parking spaces in the Kings Arms 
car park. It is possible that an agreement could be negotiated with the new owners for the siting of a vehicle 
charging point near them. 
5. Share our survey and results with local neighbouring Parishes and look for synergies in approach.  
Status – Following the identification of obvious synergies between the two Parishes in this matter a date of 4th 
March has been set for an exploratory Zoom meeting to discuss how we might work together. An agenda for the 
meeting has been agreed and circulated to all attendees. These will include PH, GC, LN and the Clerk for Strete. 
6. Provide a facilitation service to offer a conversation between prospective BEV purchasers and existing owners, 
with the aim of providing education about electric vehicles allaying fears about investing in this new technology.  
Status – available upon request (PH).  
7. On a wider Climate Emergency point, carry out similar resident surveys aimed at raising the awareness of the 
availability of new technologies with grant subsidies, for example the phase-out of oil and gas fired boiler systems 
and their replacement with ground and air source heat exchangers, the widespread availability of Solar 
Photovoltaic (PV) schemes for heating and power and the availability of home insulation schemes. The PC could 
play a major role in assisting DCC and SHDC to achieve the aims of their Climate Challenge Declaration.  
Status – standing agenda item from the February meeting onward. 
Parish Benches and picnic table maintenance. Nothing further to report.  
 

GC Village Green.   GC had little to report. He had asked Greenspace to confirm they will be carrying on the 
contract for grass cutting. No reply to date. The planting of the memorial tree was discussed under 0221/10. 
Reports were received.  

0221/13    CORRESPONDENCE 
This has been forwarded to councillors as it was received. 

0221/14    OTHER BUSINESS 
PH referred to an article in the Dartmouth Chronicle on planning applications and a certificate of lawfulness 
applied for by a parishioner. The Parish is not consulted on this matter. The parishioner was quoted in the article.  

0221/15 THE NEXT PARISH COUNCIL MEETING WILL BE HELD ON THURSDAY 18th MARCH 2021 AT 7.00 PM. THE VENUE IS 
LIKELY TO BE ON ZOOM UNLESS OTHERWISE ADVISED. THE MEETING WAS CLOSED at 9.10 p.m. 

  

Signed: Cllr Kate Gill (Chair) Dated: ............................................................................................................. 18TH MARCH 2021 


