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STRETE PARISH COUNCIL 
Clerk:  Mrs Helen Darch 

Homer Park, Strete, Dartmouth TQ6 0SJ    streteClerk@gmail.com      01803 770018      www.strete.org.uk  
 

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF STRETE PARISH COUNCIL (PC) 
HELD ON ZOOM ON THURSDAY 18TH March 2021 AT 7.00 PM  

PRESENT 
Cllr Kate Gill (KG) (Chairman);  Cllr Ralph Clark (RC); Cllr Louise Newman (LN); Cllr Ian Cumberlidge (IC); Cllr David 
Rothwell (DR); Cllr Graham Campbell (GC); Cllr Peter Hales (PH); Cllr Julian Brazil, County Councillor, Kingsbridge 
Division (JB); Cllr Richard Foss, District Councillor, Allington & Strete Ward (RF); Mrs. Helen Darch {Clerk}; two 
parishioners; the Conservative candidate for the County Council elections. 
 
PUBLIC FORUM 
Mr Burroughs spoke and offered to take any questions on his planning application at Primrose Cottage. He 
confirmed the family are committed to Strete and this is their ‘forever home’. He understood concerns over site 
traffic on Vicarage Lane. The large untidy bank on one side will be removed at the start of works so site traffic can 
get in easily off Vicarage Lane to enable wider access to the site. 

Samantha Dennis the Conservative candidate for the County Council elections on 6th May spoke briefly. This visit 
took place before the ‘purdah’ rules applied. She had visited a number of councils and requested an invitation to 
the Parish Council meeting. Samantha gave a brief biography and explained she was attending the meeting to find 
out about any issues in the Parish. This was noted. 

COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT 
JB reiterated the increases in Council tax for 2021/22 of 2% and 2.9% across core services and adult social care 
respectively. This should be explained on the bills received by householders this month. He commented the 
increases reflected Central government policy to divert the tax burden to local government to raise taxes. Services 
had then to be paid for by an increased levy on taxpayers.  

DCC is the lead partner in respect to COVID. South Hams had the lowest COVID count in the country and Devon has 
three of the lowest rates in England. This reflects the good attitude of local citizens.  

JB had been contacted by a parishioner on road speed in the village in particular along the Totnes Road. He 
suggested the parishioner speak with LN as the transport lead. IC had also been contacted by the parishioner who 
had been driven at by a motorist. She reported the vehicle to the police who visited the owner. LN mentioned the 
problem of speeding down her end of the Village as well. JB noted Strete is one of the few villages in Devon with a 
20mph speed limit which he would like to see across the county. He also noted many of the speeders are locals. RF 
mentioned the dummy at Modbury mocked up as a policewoman in hi vis and put there by residents with a sign 
’20 is plenty’. It has had a big impact on drivers. JB suggested Lisa Edmonds come and inspect the village for 
speed problems. Resolved: The Clerk to invite Lisa to tour of the problem areas, within COVID guidelines.  

JB also touched on the 37% increase in the police precept in the past few years yet the number of police in the 
Kingsbridge area has halved. The number of beat managers and PCSOs in Kingsbridge had fallen from 4 and 4 to 3 
and 1 respectively over the past 5 years. The report was received. 

The meeting closed for a parishioner to speak. The parishioner was concerned at the height and size of the 
building proposed in the planning application on the agenda which is across the road from her house. Initially the 
height was a foot/300mm. The new plans show a considerable increase almost at the roof height of the other 
building. She commented the traffic on Vicarage Lane will be ‘horrendous’. Previous construction traffic had got 
stuck on the narrow lane and bend in the lane. She requested a construction management plan. Last time it took a 
year and people had to park away from the lane. So, she is ‘desperately concerned’. The meeting was reopened.  

DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT 
RF offered to help the parishioner on the access issues to Vicarage Lane. Mr Burroughs said he would draw up a 
plan to ensure the lane was not blocked for traffic during construction.  

RF then mentioned the Slapton Line. He is putting a plan together with Slapton PC. There is still consultation and 
advice to be received but the date aimed for is the middle of April. RF and JB had seen an earlier plan officers had 
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put together but sent it back to be reworked. The suggestion is an Aire is designated on the rough part of the 
carpark to house around 15 of the larger motorhomes which had onboard facilities. They could stay two nights but 
they would then have to move to flush their systems out. He also noted Slapton had problems with motorhomes in 
the village which is too narrow to cope with this sort of traffic. PH asked if the Aire would be managed in some way 
with any water provided for instance? RF said no water would be offered but the site would be managed as far as 
the four new wardens/locality officers could be on site. Proposed hours at peak season are 6am to 8pm.   

The site will be managed seven days a week during the high season [May to September] with peak hours as noted. 
The homes will be charged for occupancy with enforcement by the wardens. RF thought if SHDC got a message 
across to the motorhome owners that the site is supervised then they would more likely behave better. He noted 
if the Aire doesn’t work it will be shut down immediately. RF also noted other local sites are being set aside as well.  

IC asked what would happen with the smaller vans which can get below the barrier at the middle carpark and 
often don’t have onboard facilities. RF confirmed these won’t be allowed to park there overnight and signs will 
direct them to toilets at the other two carparks. RF thought the smaller vans would have to leave by 10pm.   

RF noted holiday makers are going to visit and so we need to be ‘positive’ about it. Strete Gate is more of a 
problem as there are some obstacles before motorhomes could access this carpark and be accommodated. First 
the entrance is quite narrow and DCC would have to deal with this. There is also a slope which they can’t get over. 
For these reasons SHDC won’t be making any plans for Strete Gate in 2021 but will review this later once they have 
seen what has happened in 2021. He asked for Strete PC to come back with any suggestions.  

RF confirmed the steps at the carpark at Strete Gate will now be reinstalled after he argued health and safety 
concerns because of people using other routes onto the beach and walking in traffic. Councillors expressed their 
thanks for this. RF wanted the Parish Council to come up with what would suit as the locals who have best 
knowledge of conditions and what is needed. GC observed the recent response from SHDC to the letter on Strete 
Gate and the Line was disappointing. RF confirmed he had spoken with the officers and explained the local 
viewpoint to them.  

RC asked JB and RF about the two letters which had ended up with Meg Booth: the Stancombe Wood highways 
issue and the Council tax issue. He asked JB if he could liaise with Meg Booth and get some progress on these. He 
would also like a site meeting at Stancombe Wood with Highways to discuss the highways problems as perceived 
by Strete PC.  These are the road is a bottleneck even before the proposed enlargement of the site. To encourage 
large 40 tonne vehicles to use the site will aggravate the current problems. Infrastructure does need to be built up 
to accommodate the larger and busier traffic expected at the site. JB said he would check with Highways. RC said 
a ‘s106’ [or similar] levy to offset development would help, and this should be directed from the authority and not 
to rely on the developer to ‘make good’.  

JB responded if the Highways officers didn’t see an issue with the highway, from a planning perspective there 
couldn’t be a suggestion of a ‘s106’ or similar to remedy that. Second if the developer doesn’t offer any 
amelioration for the likely issues with infrastructure the PC had few remedies. One of the few routes available is to 
approach the local government ombudsman. https://www.lgo.org.uk/make-a-complaint but the ombudsman 
recommends complaints are made first to the local Council. Thus, the Parish Council should approach Highways at 
DCC at first. If this doesn’t solve the problem then to take the matter to the ombudsman. So, a site meeting would 
be the best first step to take. JB wasn’t going to promise any of this would sort out the PC’s concerns but it was 
the first route to take. RC noted this but felt Highways’ response was unsatisfactory in so far as they seemed to 
waive the issue entirely and put the responsibility onto the developer. RF counselled that in all his experience and 
that of JB in planning, the opinion of the Highways officers has great weight. The highways officers do an in-depth 
review before they make their recommendations. So the Council should not have too great an expectation if a site 
visit is made to look at the problems envisaged at Stancombe Wood.  The Council may employ their own expert 
witness to review the matter but it will cost money. JB recommended overall that Lisa Edmonds visit on site to 
review things and come back with her opinion. The report was received. 

0321/1 APOLOGIES – none were received.  
 
0321/2 MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING HELD ON 18 February 2021 

The above minutes were AGREED as a true and correct record and were signed by the Chairman.   
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0321/3 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
Parish Councillors were invited to declare any unregistered or other interest, including the nature and extent of 
such interests they may have in any items to be considered at this meeting. None were declared. 

0321/4     PLANNING & PLANNING MATTERS 
0435/21/HHO. Householder application for demolition of single storey north eastern wing and replacement 
with new two storey extension and associated landscape works (resubmission of 0012/20/HHO). Primrose 
Cottage, Vicarage Lane, Strete TQ6 0RN. A full discussion took place. The applicant noted the requirement for a 
construction management plan to be put together by the contractor. RC also asked if the applicant had addressed 
the reasons for the dismissal of the previous application in particular references to the Joint Local Plan.  The 
applicant confirmed there had been discussion on this at the pre application stage. He had also discussed his plans 
with his neighbours. One neighbour is away but he had spoken with the neighbour across the road to confirm the 
height would be ‘similar’. This was 72cm but the site will be dug down into to keep things as low as possible but 
also give the applicant’s family the space they need. He appreciated the inconvenience that building works 
generate so he would do everything to minimise disruption during site works and manage his contractors closely 
to minimise disturbance in the locality. IC observed if the site was being dug down into there would be a significant 
amount of earth being moved through the village and along Vicarage Lane. The applicant suggested access could 
be made from the bottom of his garden onto the A379 rather than up Vicarage Lane. The Clerk offered to scan a 
map of the area and send it to the applicant to mark up where he would like to access the site at the bottom if it 
was not part of the Village Green. RC noted due to the poor state of Vicarage Lane had any provision been made to 
reinstate the road in the construction plan? The applicant said not but he would look at this.  

IC said a site visit should be done.to clarify some outstanding points. The Clerk pointed out that if a site visit was to 
take place it would have to be done in a socially-distanced fashion in accordance with the latest COVID regulations. 
She later resent the guidance she had sent originally and added to that planning advice on site visits under COVID.  
Some Councillors were happy to visit outside the site boundary alone and take photographs and ask questions. 
Others declined and PH said it was not advisable in lockdown. As no decision was reached in the meeting, the 
Councillors were advised to act under delegated planning powers agreed in April 2020, to correspond by email 
and to make a decision by the due deadline of 25th March. The eventual decision submitted on 25th March was 
to object with comments and conditions. These are: 
1. A comprehensive Construction Management Plan must be approved prior to the commencement of any construction 

works;  
2. Nuisance of construction works to neighbours and potential damage to Vicarage Lane infrastructure and surface;  
3. Ridge height of the proposed new roof to be no more than the ridge height of the existing roof on grounds of 

overdominance, scale and massing of Camelia Cottage;  
4. The 3D plans submitted with the application include timber cladding in front of the windows below the ridge of the roof on 

both existing and proposed south facing sides of the property. This should be made a condition as it is not included on any 
of the other plans and is not present on the already updated section of the property; This will reduce light exposure from 
the property to comply with Policy SNP5: Tranquillity and Dark Skies in Strete Neighbourhood Plan;  

5. We wish to remind SHDC Planning Department that SNP is at Reg 18 referendum stage and should, therefore, form part of 
their planning approval considerations. 

0321/5(a) FINANCE 
Two cheques were listed for payment on the agenda, invoices circulated before the meeting and both invoices 
approved for payment at the meeting. 

1761 – Clerk salary March £261. 1762 – Brooking Hire Limited February sweep £350 plus VAT. 

It was proposed and AGREED by all present to authorise the payments as enumerated above.  

0321/5(b) FINANCE 
The Clerk noted there was an underspend of £1,692 [£1,518 on budget] In 2020/21 to carry forward to the new 
year starting 1st April 2021. It was resolved the monitoring statements would be put on the website. 

0321/5(c) FINANCE 
Cash at bank – £7,520.55CR Current account at 09/03/21, £10,298.07CR Business Reserve account at 09/03/21. 

0321/5(d) FINANCE  

Resolved: The final budget for 2021/22 to go on the website. The outcome of the £3,100 HMCEF highways grant 
bid was awaited. RC mentioned the extra sweep of £4,256 provided for subject to this funding.  He said SHDC 
should do it but if the Parish was going to arrange the sweep, they should get the funds from SHDC/DCC. RF said 
that the Parish should precept if it wants these works done. RC noted the deep sweep had last been done 4 years 
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ago by the Parish. RF said these things were done less frequently now. He would ask the engineers to look at this 
and maybe argue this on safety grounds.  

RF announced he had most likely extra grant monies of £3,000 for parishes and local groups for local projects 
and to bid for 2021/22 toward climate change and biodiversity. RF reminded Councillors of his email of 15th 
March on Electric Vehicle [EV] charge points which included a provision for On Street Residential ChargePoint 
Scheme monies whereby DCC can help parishes bid for up to 75% of the capital cost of installation. KG asked about 
the installation cost for a charge point. This is around £5,000 for an initial installation with ‘three phase’ and 
thereafter around £1,500.  

PH commented there was a need for a strategy for rural areas and EV. RF agreed there was a need to look at 
making areas/activities sustainable as much as the ‘easy wins’. For instance if there were EV charge points at 
Strete Gate and Torcross car parks, these would be used. He also noted the infrastructure to support EV was 
lacking and somewhat behind the plans to go green. RC asked if there was a parking spot in the village that could 
support EV would there be funding for it? RF thought so and could provide some money toward it. He also thought 
there was grant funding, as above, that could be claimed toward an EV ChargePoint. The report was received.  

0321/6    CLERK’S REPORT 
Report submitted before the meeting.  
Website accessibility. Public websites are required to be accessible to all users in particular those who have visual 
or aural impairments. The full regulations are contained in the international WCAG 2.1AA accessibility standard. 
Kingsbridge Websites which maintains the Parish website quoted £200 which the Clerk provided for in 2020/1 and 
has carried forward. Resolved: to engage Kingsbridge Websites to update the website to comply with 
accessibility regulations for a cost of £200. To confirm this will not impede RC’s activities updating the website. 

Problems with motorcycles on Prideaux Lane. A parishioner contacted the Clerk on 22nd February about motorbikes 
using Prideaux Lane [opposite Seacroft]. Paul McFadden [Public Rights of Way Warden] at DCC confirmed it is a 
criminal offence to drive a mechanically propelled vehicle on a Public Footpath or Bridleway without lawful 
authority. Miscreants would have to be reported to the police so it is important to record the licence plate if one is 
visible. Paul didn’t suggest the use of barriers as the public right of way has a number of users. This was noted. 

Dates for cutting hedges and mowing verges. A parishioner contacted KG on 28th February to complain about the 
severity of the mowing on the roadside verges down to Frogmore.  GC confirmed the grass had been cut by 
Greenspace. This was noted. 

The road warden scheme. The Clerk prepared a report on the DCC road warden scheme. A discussion took place. 
Resolved: The Clerk consult other parishes which have adopted the scheme for their experiences.  

Annual Parish Council meeting and meeting of Parish electors. Last month Councillors resolved the Council would 
meet as diarised on 20th May, if regulations permit, and consider making the meeting of electors on the same night 
if parishioners were interested. This was discussed before the latest government rules which are in the ‘Roadmap 
out of lockdown’ published on 22nd February.  The Clerk is booked on a DALC webinar on 30th March to get advice 
on the latest rules and the lapse of the remote meeting regulations. The Clerk spoke with the Parish Hall chairman 
last month and will contact her after the webinar. Resolved: to report back. 

Setting up a direct debit with SHDC to pay bills. SHDC no longer accept cheques but advised the Council set up a 
direct debit to make payment. It was resolved instead to look again at online banking. The Clerk will seek advice 
from the Internal auditor.  

Coronavirus updates. The government announced its roadmap out of the pandemic on February 22nd. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-response-spring-2021/covid-19-response-spring-2021-
summary#step-3---not-before-17-may 

The number of positive cases in the South Hams since the start of the pandemic is 1,599 at 16th March. Deaths at 
39 to that date. On a better note 21,122,514 people had been given a first dose by the end of 15 March 2021. 
1,161,526 people had been given a second dose by the end of 15 March 2021. The report was received.  

0321/7 CHAIR’S REPORT 
Report submitted before the meeting.  
Chairs Report Strete Parish Council   18.03.21 
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Coronavirus –Thankfully we have been fortunate in Strete with no known cases. Please let’s keep it that way – to 
do that we shall have to be even more vigilant if that is possible - with the relaxing of some regulations on April 
12th and all the visitors that is likely to bring. 

Strete Gate and Slapton Line. Strete Gate. The coffee kiosk has now returned and is in operation. Friends will now 
be able to exercise their dogs and enjoy a coffee while social distancing, weather permitting. The allegedly 
abandoned car has now been rescued with the help and co-operation of Kingsbridge Police and SHDC. The owner 
is delighted that it has been rescued. Much miss-information has surrounded him and he was very happy to co-
operate with its removal to a safe place. Slapton Line. Currently our local MP Anthony Mangnall is in conversation 
with Alan Denbigh about possibilities for the future care of The Line. 

Play Park. Thankfully we have had some good weather in the last few days which has enabled maintenance to be 
undertaken on the wood work. We have had our usual report from Helen Hardwicke. She highlighted a dangerous 
piece of equipment. Fortunately, I was able to get this rectified within an hour and a quarter of receiving her email. 

Speed Monitor. This has been moved to the Landcombe end of Strete. I have had comments from Parishioners 
about the great speed at which traffic is now entering the village on Totnes Road. This happens every time it is 
moved – perhaps it might be worth investing in a second one; bearing in mind the traffic that is generated over the 
summer period which is likely to be much greater when lockdown is eased. Stay safe everyone!!  

RC asked about the plans to move the memorial to Strete Gate but KG had no update. RC asked if KG could request 
the latest minutes of the Slapton Line Partnership from the chairman.KG promised to have a word with him. The 
Chair’s report was received. 

0321/8 NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 
A report was submitted prior to the meeting.  
Neighbourhood Plan Report – March 2021 
The Regulation 18 Decision Statement that confirms Strete Neighbourhood Plan (SNP) can proceed to a 
referendum has been placed on SHDC’s website together with all other relevant documents. SNP must now be 
considered in planning matters in the Parish as it has substantial material weight. 
 
Arrangements are being made for the referendum to take place in conjunction with the local Council elections. 
This will be held in the Parish Hall on 6th May 2021. 
Flyers and display posters have been designed and costed. Costs are within budget and an order for printing is to 
be placed before Easter to ensure they are ready on time. It is suggested that flyers are hand delivered to each 
household in the Parish during the weekend 17 & 18 April 2021 by volunteers. 
It is suggested that display posters are installed at each approach to the village together with strategic repeaters 
through the village on the A379 and Totnes Road and all side roads.  
It is estimated that 20 should be sufficient and that they be placed in position for display over weekend 1 & 2 May 
2021. RC confirmed the total cost for the publicity materials will be £673.73 inc VAT and possibly an extra [small 
amount] for timber. 
 
The recent planning award notification for Blindwells dated 12/03/2021 did not consider the current status of SNP. 
Although the various concerns expressed by Councillors with this planning application were included in the 
planning officer’s report, detailed comments concluded that approval could be recommended. 
However, SNP has a policy to restrict 2nd homes and two of the three homes proposed on this site should have the 
restriction applied to them. Correspondence on this matter is ongoing with SHDC Planning Department. RC will 
continue to follow up on Blindwells following the response of the planner on 15th March.  

RC mentioned two planning matters the Parish hasn’t been consulted on. Start Bay Cottages [an office conversion 
from a garage]. Also 1 Crestfields which is being worked on to replace the windows. The NP report was received.  

0321/9    CLIMATE CHANGE EMERGENCY 
Report given by PH. Devon Carbon Plan 

At the last meeting PH agreed to do some research to determine if other local Parishes had adopted any form of 
strategy in support of the Climate Change Emergency and the Devon Carbon Plan. His research is incomplete, but it 
is clear that many PCs have produced and ratified a Climate Change Emergency Statement. There is a lot of 
information out on the internet to assist Parishes to develop such strategies, and a webinar is planned for 7th April 
by Devon Communities Together aimed at putting together a Parish Support Network. 
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Many of the strategies have been based upon those adopted by both SHDC and DCC, which are quite specific in 
nature. By contrast Slapton PC, has adopted a policy which refers only to specific areas where they felt that as a 
PC, they could really exert influence in order to make a difference. PH commended Slapton on this approach. 

PH mentioned a site where it is possible to view carbon footprint details for every community in Devon and 
attached details of the site and the results for Strete Parish. He summarised the findings for Strete and noted 
emissions were dominated by agriculture (mostly animal emissions), housing (mostly oil-fired central heating) and 
transport, as can be seen when the detail of each is displayed. It is possible to compare parishes and larger areas. 

 https://impact-tool.org.uk/footprint/footprint?parishId=E04003181&footprintType=territorial&scale=per-
household&showSubCategories=true 

PH recommended the Council discuss how to respond to these stimuli to best serve the interests of parishioners. 
He asked if the PC wanted to issue a formal policy. It was noted not a lot can be done about agriculture as a large 
element of it is methane generation but the imperfect state of housing can be remedied and advice given. RC 
noted the NP included policies on housing development. GC thought once people could assemble again there was 
an opportunity to present ideas and educate villagers such as a roadshow at the Parish Hall. Companies, voluntary 
organisations and individuals with expertise might be invited to give presentations and offer advice. The report 
was received. 

0321/10     UPDATES ON PREVIOUS AGENDA ITEMS. 
       Strete Gate was discussed under the District Councillor report. 
 
0321/11 UPDATE ON CONTRACTS 

Report received before the meeting. GC said he had written out to Greenspace to confirm the contract for 
2021/22 but not received anything yet though they continued to mow grass. RC asked about the playpark and the 
contract with SHDC for inspection and insurance. The Clerk confirmed a review of insurance and terms of 
inspection will take place in August with an annual renewal on 1st September. The reports were received.  

0321/12 COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS 
 Reports had been circulated prior to the meeting.  

KG (Chair) Playpark. This is covered in 0321/07. 

LN Transport and Roads.  There is not much to report on the roads. The work is complete outside the School 
House. There seem to be a lot of diversion signs left in the village at the bottom of Hyne Town Road and by Strete 
Gate. The tarmac surface of Vicarage Lane on the hill is getting quite rough and worn. The milestones are fine. RC 
noted a trench reinstatement down by Old Byre which was now in danger of crumbling. This could also be raised 
with Lisa. The contractor for the Byre could be approached once it was established who had caused the defect 
and be asked to make it good. 

DR Health and Safety. He raised the condition of the fence on the seaward side of the A379 toward Dartmouth 
down by the entrance to the coastal path beyond the car park. LN thought the landowner might be Blackpool 
Estate or the South West Coast Path. DR noted the fence had been there a long time before the coastal path was 
established. The fence between Primrose Cottage and the Village Green was also in a poor state. This would have 
to be repaired by the PC if not the householder as they are responsible for the upkeep of the Green. DR 
confirmed the Parish was down for defibrillator training as soon as COVID restrictions are lifted. 

IC Rights of Way, tree warden and Strete Gate. Rights of Way. A grasscutter had damaged a post on the Prideaux 
Lane section. All the other rights of way appear fine. People are using the paths more as we get into Spring and 
Summer. There was nothing to report on trees. Strete Gate. The parking meter has been resited and turned to 
face the sun as it runs on solar panels. It was confirmed the meter was taking coins even in the pandemic though 
Ringgo was also being used if individuals had mobile phones that could support the app. 

RC Planning and Neighbourhood Plan. RC reminded the Clerk he wanted contact details for local farmers. 

PH. VAS Monitoring. The location was changed to the mounting the A389 mounting adjacent to Landcombe on 3rd 
March. Operation continues. PH will move the machine back to the Totnes Road next week. IC will ask RF if there 
is funding available for a second VAS machine to combat speeding. He also wondered if sleeping policemen might 
work. RC suggested variable speed cameras. PH suggested a chicane.  
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Local transport liaison. Scholar services have been resumed on the buses with the re-opening of schools. 
Otherwise, nothing new to report. 

Strete Residents EV Survey. Updates in bold.  

1. Maintain a watching brief on the development of the public charging infrastructure in the local towns of 
Kingsbridge, Totnes and Dartmouth. Schemes have been announced but have not yet been implemented 
Status – ongoing, no visible progress. Slapton have tabled a joint question to Richard and Julian on behalf of 
both PCs to formally ask what is happening to the programme, which should be well underway by now. 

2.  Maintain a watching brief on the availability of grant monies to support rural charging infrastructure. Status – 
ongoing. No further progress 

3. Insert a provision of £1250 into the Budget for the 2021/22 financial year to fund a public charging facility, with an 
intention of having it up and running by the end of Q1 2022. Status – done 

4. Suggest to Strete Community Pub Limited that a business case for the acquisition of a public fast Charging Unit 
should be carried out, with a view to it being located in the Kings Arms car park and operated as a revenue stream 
for the pub. The business case should take into account the benefit of any future grant subsidies which might be 
announced which would help to make the venture viable (no subsidy is currently available). 
Status – Discussions are underway with the new owners of Rose Cottage. 

5. Share our survey and results with local neighbouring Parishes and look for synergies in approach. 
Status – An inaugural Zoom with Slapton was held on 4th March with a view to sharing research and 
opportunities for collaboration. Notes from the meeting are attached. Further sessions are planned. 

6. Provide a facilitation service to offer a conversation between prospective BEV purchasers and existing owners, 
with the aim of providing education about electric vehicles allaying fears about investing in this new technology. 
Status – available upon request (PH). 

7. On a wider Climate Emergency point, carry out similar resident surveys aimed at raising the awareness of the 
availability of new technologies with grant subsidies, for example the phase-out of oil and gas fired boiler systems 
and their replacement with ground and air source heat exchangers, the widespread availability of Solar 
Photovoltaic (PV) schemes for heating and power and the availability of home insulation schemes. The PC could 
play a major role in assisting DCC and SHDC to achieve the aims of their Climate Challenge Declaration. Status – 
See above under Climate Change Emergency. Agenda item on March meeting. 
Parish Benches and picnic table maintenance. This has not been started yet. Nothing further to report.  

GC Village Green.    Taking advantage of some dry weather the village field and Prideaux lane and sundry verges 
have been cut: a delayed cut from October. The contractor who cut the hedges in Prideaux Lane managed to 
demolish one of the posts protecting the lane from vehicles. I have pulled it back to vertical. I would have expected 
the contractor to have repaired his own damage!! 
I have also taken advantage of dry weather to do some of the wood filling and painting in the playground. More to 
follow. Reports were received.  

0321/13    CORRESPONDENCE 
This has been forwarded to Councillors as it was received. The Council had recently written out to a number of 
parties including SHDC, DCC, the MP and the press on Council Tax, Strete Gate and the Slapton Line, and 
Stancombe Wood. Some replies had been received and some still awaited. As minuted above, JB has promised to 
find out where DCC are with their responses on Council Tax and Stancombe Wood. 

0321/14    OTHER BUSINESS 
    None was raised. 
0321/15 THE NEXT PARISH COUNCIL MEETING WILL BE HELD ON THURSDAY 15th APRIL 2021 AT 7.00 PM. THE VENUE IS 

LIKELY TO BE ON ZOOM UNLESS OTHERWISE ADVISED. THE MEETING WAS CLOSED at 9.05 p.m. 

  

Signed: Cllr Kate Gill (Chair) Dated: ............................................................................................................. 15TH APRIL 2021 


