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STRETE PARISH COUNCIL 
Clerk:  Mrs Helen Darch 

Homer Park, Strete, Dartmouth TQ6 0SJ    streteClerk@gmail.com      01803 770018      www.strete.org.uk  
 

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF STRETE PARISH COUNCIL (PC) 
HELD ON ZOOM ON THURSDAY 29th April 2021 AT 7.00 PM  

PRESENT 
Cllr Kate Gill (KG) (Chairman);  Cllr Ralph Clark (RC); Cllr Louise Newman (LN); Cllr Ian Cumberlidge (IC); Cllr David 
Rothwell (DR); Cllr Graham Campbell (GC); Cllr Peter Hales (PH); Cllr Julian Brazil, County Councillor, Kingsbridge 
Division (JB) (arrived later); Mrs. Helen Darch {Clerk}; The Reverend Alison Shaw; one parishioner. 
 
PUBLIC FORUM 
The Reverend Alison Shaw [Alison], the vicar of St Michael’s Strete, attended to talk on the church in Strete. She 
referred to the open letter she had put in Stretewise [April/May] on the situation of the church in Strete. The 
church in Strete has a small congregation and a small parochial church council to run the church. At the next 
annual parochial church meeting on May 26th both church wardens will retire. They are both elderly and have 
served the church for several years. Alison expressed a wish to get the village involved in the church. This was not 
to raise money or put people in the pews. She reminded people that St Michaels is the Parish church of the people 
of Strete. If people don’t feel an affinity with the church [building] and don’t look after it the church will have to 
close. She approached the Parish Council for our suggestions on how the people of Strete could become involved 
with the church. The church is somewhere people go for births, marriages and deaths but it still needs to be 
looked after and run. LN and the Clerk had both responded to the letter in Stretewise and contacted Alison. 

A discussion took place. Among ideas was ‘friends of the church’ which is successful at St Peters in Stoke Fleming. 
This works as a group who supports the church but aren’t necessarily churchgoers. They fundraise and work with 
the church parochial council to support the local church. There was also a need for people to offer to come onto 
the parochial church council. The building would still be used as a church but other activities could take place for 
instance music concerts as we had before Christmas. Councillors noted it had been difficult in the pandemic to 
keep the church open and people connected. Alison confirmed the church was now open for services. It had to be 
cleaned every day at the moment and that was difficult for the elderly wardens to do.  

RC offered to put the letter on the Strete website and, if agreed by the Council, to send a round robin to around a 
third of the parishioners who have signed up to email. He noted that people were generally busy and might not be 
able to offer to volunteer. He asked if the letter could be sent to the Clerk to pass on to him along with an 
invitation to the meeting on May 26th at 10.00am at the Church. This will be in-person and socially-distanced. 
Everyone in the parish is welcome. The first part of the meeting is business where the election of the new wardens 
takes place. Any parishioner can nominate and stand as a church warden. Then a PCC meeting takes place. 

Alison suggested she might talk to LN, KG and the Clerk maybe at the meeting on the 26th May.  She mentioned a 
new treasurer – Andrea Phillips - who had recently taken over and was very active. So that was hopeful with a 
younger person now involved. Alison thanked the Council for inviting her to attend. 

Mr Dickinson attended to speak on a planning application at 23 Start Bay Park. He briefly outlined the plans which 
involved opening up space inside the house and to a small extent outside to accommodate his growing family. He 
explained the plan was to ‘reconfigure the house’ and had engaged an architect to work on this. The bedrooms on 
the east will be moved to the west. A small extension will be built on within the footprint of the current L-shaped 
bungalow and 1.5m out of the front of the house toward the flowerbeds. He referred to an objection received by 
the Parish council from one of his neighbours. As this was not on the planning portal it was sent to him 
anonymised by the Clerk.  

He was happy to take any questions. GC brought up the advert in the paper which mentioned the Prideaux Lane 
right of way. The plans didn’t appear to be anywhere near the right of way. Mr Dickinson confirmed this: the 
planned works were on the other side of his garage and a Devon bank which runs next to Prideaux Lane. RC asked 
if the applicant had spoken to his neighbours about the application. This helped if it was done at an early stage to 
assess neighbour concerns with the application. Mr Dickinson confirmed his nearest neighbour knew about the 
application. This was noted. 
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COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT 
The County Councillor attended later. There was little to report as the Council had been in purdah. The reply from 
DCC Highways on Stancombe Wood was discussed. RC remarked if there wasn’t justification for a s106 [or similar 
payment] he hoped DCC would provide money to repair the highway which was being damaged by big vehicles.  

LN raised the recent complaint by parishioners on the road works marked at Hansel, a minor road, whilst the Fuge 
Road was not being maintained properly. JB noted the fact a road is marked up does not mean it will be repaired. 
He confirmed LE was going to do something about the Fuge road as it had not had any works for four years.  

RC asked why, according to local press, DCC Highways had an underspend of £500,000 and around £2m on 
drainage but still there were problems with roads.  JB admitted underspends were being put into reserves rather 
than allocated to road repairs. He commented people were unhappy about the state of the roads.  

JB participated in the discussion on motorhomes [see 0421/10]. He then spoke on road safety. Lisa Edmonds [LE] is 
back from sick leave and a site visit would be arranged as soon as possible. He asked if Councillors could firm up 
their ideas [an email was circulated by PH and RC already] and he or the Clerk could present them to LE. A number 
of ideas were discussed. These included speed bumps, chicanes, education, moving the speed signs and the 
enrolment of the local PCSO in speed measures. Resolved: The Clerk to collate Councillor ideas. These would be 
agreed and summarised before being sent to LE. The Clerk to contact PCSO Broadhurst. The report was received. 

DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT 
The District Councillor did not attend. 

0421/1 APOLOGIES – Cllr Richard Foss, District Councillor, Allington & Strete Ward (RF).  
 
0421/2 MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING HELD ON 18 March 2021 

The above minutes were AGREED as a true and correct record and were signed by the Chairman.   
 

0421/3 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
Parish Councillors were invited to declare any unregistered or other interest, including the nature and extent of 
such interests they may have in any items to be considered at this meeting. None were declared. 

0421/4     PLANNING & PLANNING MATTERS 
0999/21/HHO. Householder application for existing approved single storey front annex (approved 2870/17/FUL). 
Falloden, Hynetown Road Strete TQ6 0RS. This was a renewal of an approval issued in October 2017 which had 
expired. Resolved to support. 
0553/21/HHO. Householder application for erection of fence and gate to front of property and conversion of 
section of driveway to lawned area. 2 Crestfields Hynetown Road Strete TQ6 0SD. RC reminded Councillors that 
the Council had seen a preview of the application when the householder sought advice before they submitted 
their plans [0121/4]. He believed therefore there was ample time for neighbours to comment on the application. 
PH confirmed the householder had spoken with him and his neighbour who are on the same ‘estate’ of houses. 
Resolved to support. IC wished to express his concern at the ripping up of greenery in the back garden during 
nesting season though he acknowledged this was a separate matter and the front garden was fine in his opinion.  
1202/21/HHO. Householder application for alterations and extensions. 23 Start Bay Park. Strete TQ6 0RY. PH had 
looked around the site today. He saw little impact of the proposed works on the street scene. RC had leafletted 
neighbours on the application. He looked at the property and didn’t see too many issues. DR observed he was 
happy if the extension was masked by the hedgerow. Mr Dickinson confirmed the majority of the building work 
will be on the inside of the ‘L’ north-east facing and the extension will be south-facing over an existing path and 
flowerbed. He had asked his architect to keep to the original style of homes on the estate. RC asked if Prideaux 
Lane would be used for construction traffic and he said no. It was resolved to support the application. KG 
reminded the applicant that Strete PC was a consultee on the application. SHDC would make the final decision.  

0421/5(a) FINANCE 
Four cheques were listed for payment on the agenda, invoices circulated before the meeting and invoices 
approved for payment at the meeting. Two additional payments were added to the list and invoices circulated 
prior to the meeting. 

1763 –Clerk salary April £261. 1764 – St Michaels Parish Church annual grant £240. 
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1765 – Kingsbridge Websites website 
accessibility audit and update £200 
paid by Clerk. 

1766 – Devon Association of Local Councils. Annual 
membership £115.19 inc VAT. 

 
1767 – Mr P Hales. Reimbursement of 
materials for Referendum posters. 
£91.50 inc VAT. 

1768 – Mr G Campbell. Reimbursement of costs of 
wood treatment for Parish noticeboard. £23.00. 

It was proposed and AGREED by all present to authorise the payments as enumerated above.  

0421/5(b) FINANCE 
The Clerk presented the monitoring statements for the first month of 2021/22. Councillors acknowledged the 
receipt of the first half precept for 2021/22 of £6,565, Highways grant £1,000 toward road sweeping and VAT 
reclaim for 2020/21 of £551.67.  It was resolved the monitoring statements would be put on the website. 

0421/5(c) FINANCE 
Councillors approved the Certificate of Exemption from external audit for 2020/21 and received the annual 
report of the Internal auditor. 

0421/5(d) FINANCE  
Cash at bank – £7,355.22CR Current account at 08/04/21, £10,298.16CR Business Reserve account at 08/04/21. 
The report was received.  

0421/6    CLERK’S REPORT 
Report submitted before the meeting.  
Update on Policies and procedures. Copies of the updated draft financial regulations and the updated fixed asset 
to 30th March 2021 had been circulated. PH asked why the Council didn’t depreciate assets. The Clerk explained 
that the Council as it was small and purchases were generally minor would expense in full in the year of purchase 
rather than provide for specific replacement over the life of the asset. Large purchases could be paid out of 
reserves. Also, the accounts were kept on a receipts and payments basis and not presented on an accruals basis so 
depreciation wouldn’t be charged. It was resolved to carry over discussion of these papers until May when 
Councillors had been able to read and respond to the papers. 

To discuss the email sent by the Monitoring officer in March ‘In defence of town and parish clerks - preventing 
bullying and harassment’. This was not discussed. 

CILCA. The Certificate in Local Council Administration confers the general power of competence [Localism Act 2011 
s 1(1)] if completed. This power allows the Council through the Clerk to undertake any lawful activity rather than 
to rely on specific powers as at present. The cost currently is £300 plus VAT for DALC who do the training and £410 
for SLCC who administer the qualification. It takes a year to complete and comprises various webinars and a 
portfolio of activities that is marked. The next course starts in October. This was noted. 

Grants. An initial list of grants for Council activities was sent to Councillors. The Rural Funding Digest lists a number 
of other grants that may be of interest to include broadband vouchers and funding toward climate change 
initiatives https://www.rsnonline.org.uk/rural-funding-digest-april-2021  This was noted. 

Online banking. The Clerk spoke with NatWest recently on the matter of online banking. Bankline for Communities 
is now an option for community bank accounts which is free-of-charge provided turnover is below £100,000. This 
is new since the Council last discussed this in 2019 when it was resolved to keep manual banking as the number of 
transactions was small and Bankline would cost around £20/month.  It complies with the requirement for two of 
four signatories to sign cheques. An administrator would run the account. As there are currently six signatories, 
two signatories would have to resign as signatories for a Bankline account. RC asked if the WIFI payment for the 
WIFI at the Parish Hall would be made online. The Clerk explained this was taken out in her name as it was cheaper 
to have a personal contract and recharge than take out a business WIFI contract.  

GC asked who the administrator would be. The Clerk explained this would be her and she would set up the account 
and set up the four signatories who could authorise payments. When payments are raised these are sent by the 
administrator to one of the signatories and then another. The Clerk noted the internal auditor had suggested there 
were two administrators in case of collusion. RC asked how the dual signatories would work. The Clerk said one 
and then the other signatory would approve electronically. The bank would then release payments once both 
signatories had approved the payments. RC asked if the current system of sending out invoices early for inspection 
and then approval at the meeting would be retained. The Clerk said this was the most sensible way. Once the 



Page 4 of 8 
 

 

meeting had approved the payments they would be batched and made ready for the signatories to approve online. 
So, the payment part of the current process is the only part that would change, to online. Resolved to report to 
the next meeting on online banking. 

AGM and meeting of Parish electors. The Parish Hall Chairman [Penny] has confirmed the Hall will be available on 
May 20th for two meetings. A risk assessment has been sent to Penny and the details of this will be sent round to 
Councillors. The cost of hire is £10/hr. The Clerk has booked the Hall for four hours on May 20th. Representatives 
from the ten main village societies were written to so they could respond with their thoughts on meeting in 
person. So far seven of the ten societies are willing to attend in person. Two have declined. There will be two 
meetings back-to-back as in 2019. One starts at 5.30 which is the annual meeting of the Council to elect a 
chairman and agree meeting dates, and duties for the following year. The follow-on meeting at 7pm is the annual 
meeting of electors where only parishioners who are invited [due to COVID restrictions] can report on their 
societies since 2019. Resolved the Clerk to update Councillors on what the arrangements are as soon as possible.  

The Clerk reminded Councillors of the purdah rules during an election period with three elections being held in 
Strete on May 6th: County Councillor, Police Commissioner and Neighbourhood Plan. The clerk had circulated 
advice on the conduct of Councillors and the stance of the parish during purdah on March 25th. This was noted.  

Coronavirus updates. We have reached Step 2 of the roadmap and all being well will enter Step 3 on 17th May. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-response-spring-2021/covid-19-response-spring-2021-
summary#step-3---not-before-17-may 

The number of positive cases in the South Hams since the start of the pandemic is 1,646 at 27th April. Deaths at 51 
to that date. Daily summary | Chillington, Torcross & Stoke Fleming (data.gov.uk)  On a better note in England 
33,752,885 people had been given a first dose by the end of 26th April 2021. 12,897,123 people had been given a 
second dose by that date. Vaccinations | Coronavirus in the UK (data.gov.uk). The report was received.  

0421/7 CHAIR’S REPORT 
Report submitted before the meeting.  
Chairs Report Strete Parish Council   29.04.21. Coronavirus –Thankfully we have been fortunate in Strete with no 
known cases. The South Hams has had one of the lowest counts for cases in the whole of England!! 

Strete Gate and Slapton Line. Strete Gate. The coffee kiosk is now in full operation with the seating spread out for 
permitted groups to use. On my evening drive through of the car park there have been very few vehicles present 
and on the evening of 25th April there were no vehicles parked in the free spaces under the wall. Slapton Line. 
Memorial Car Park et al. I am aiming to ask specific questions of SHDC with regard to ‘Aire’ style camping in our 
South Hams Car Parks.  I’m awaiting a return call. 

Play Park. All is fine at the Play Park. It is looking lovely – well maintained – many thanks. Unfortunately, our 
resident moles are still having some jolly springtime parties. We shall have to take steps fairly soon to the smooth 
out the ground. 

Speed Monitoring. Sadly - although the monitor is back in place at the recycle banks some people find it necessary 
to enter the village at great speed. I have taken special steps to sit in my car for short periods of time at the 
entrance to my property – I have seen some driving so fast that they are actually past the sign before their 
presence is registered on it. Apart from our intended approach to Lisa Edmonds about altering/enhancing speed 
limiting equipment/furniture; I feel we should approach our Police Department about some old-fashioned speed 
guns as used at the weekend at Torcross. Stay safe everyone!! The Chair’s report was received. 

0421/8 NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 
A report was submitted prior to the meeting.  
Neighbourhood Plan Report – April 2021 
Arrangements are in place for the referendum to take place in conjunction with the local Council elections in the 
Parish Hall on 6th May 2021.Flyers were hand-delivered to each household in the Parish during the week 
commencing 19 April 2021 by volunteers. 17 posters were erected around the Village at approaches and strategic 
points during the week commencing 26 April. An email would be circulated to the Parish Council email listing on 
02/05/2021 together with an attachment containing the Referendum Version of The Strete Neighbourhood Plan. 
RC will attend the count in Totnes on Friday 7th May. GC and others confirmed that postal votes included the 
Neighbourhood Plan. The NP report was received.  
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0421/9    CLIMATE CHANGE EMERGENCY 
Report given by PH.  A resident has been in touch to point out that a discussion forum for South Hams parishes is 
under construction and has suggested that we should follow many of our fellow PC’s and join up. PH encouraged 
Councillors to think about actions the Parish could take to tackle the Climate emergency.  

The weblink to the forum is http://www.sustainablesouthhams.org/   The report was received. 

0421/10     UPDATES ON PREVIOUS AGENDA ITEMS. 
Motorhomes and Strete Gate. The County Councillor joined the meeting during this discussion. The Clerk had 
asked RF if he could talk on Strete Gate and the motorhomes but unfortunately, he was unable to attend. 

The Clerk asked if Councillors would like representatives from SHDC [Emma Widdecombe and her team] to attend 
the next meeting to take questions on the motorhomes report and consultation. RC wondered if this would be too 
late for the consultation which started 29th April for 21 days. The Clerk was to confirm timings with Emma. Emma 
has confirmed she will include any comments from our meeting on May 20th in the survey/consultation. 

The consultation on motorhomes. The Clerk asked RC if he would put the consultation on the website. She also 
confirmed that ‘TQ6’ a Facebook page run by a parishioner would be asked if they could take the survey and 
spread it to Facebook users. RC said he was disappointed with SHDC ‘s lack of take-up of comments sent before 
the motorhomes report went to the Executive [22nd April]. These comments were from all seven Councillors and 
parishioners who had emailed the Clerk. KG said she had spoken with Emma Widdecombe and given advice as a 
camping site owner. She had declared an interest in her original response to the report. 

Councillors then discussed the detail of the proposals in the motorhomes report. JB explained he supported the 
initiative. It is only for twelve months and it will be reviewed at the end of the trial period. However, if it is to 
work the carpark must be monitored all day and all night. He said the revenue from parking should be used to pay 
the localities officers to work longer. At present their hours will end at 8pm in high season. 

How the carparks would be managed. Staffing. GC felt someone would have to be on site all the time to manage 
the parking to ensure only the correct vehicles parked and left when they should. He noted campers were already 
on the beach but he saw no SHDC presence down there and we are already in the holiday season. He noted SHDC’s 
only response was to employ the four extra mobile localities officers. PH felt there might be some aggression if 
people were asked to move later because they were in the wrong spot.  

Signage and bins. GC noted there was a sign at Strete Gate which forbade camping but that was it. But there were 
no more bins, and [so far] no traffic prevention measures to stop people parking on the road.  

The barrier and large/smaller motorhomes. Large motorhomes. More thought was needed on how the parking of 
the large mobile homes would be managed [as these have permission to park for two nights]. KG explained the 
owners would have to enter their registrations when they paid to park so a log of times would be kept. But they 
are allowed to move offsite during the day and to return at night. JB explained only the motorhomes with facilities 
will be allowed to use the carparks [overnight]. Others will be deterred by the localities officers. LN felt the 
motorhomes were more likely to be owned or used by people who were more responsible. JB felt it was better to 
have 15 [say] motorhomes in the middle carpark being monitored than any number of ‘unregulated’ vehicles. The 
intention is the large motorhomes with onboard facilities will displace other more casual users of the carparks. 

Smaller motorhomes. Councillors asked how the smaller ‘VW-style’ campers be deterred from parking there. IC 
noted if the barriers were set at a height which only deterred the largest motorhomes, then the smaller ones 
without facilities could park and then there would be problems with waste and tipping. The larger motorhomes 
were generally self-contained and could take their waste off site. PH asked about the chemicals in motorhomes. 
KG wondered if SHDC had thought about where the chemical waste could be disposed. JB felt the motorhome 
owners would be more responsible and dispose of chemicals carefully at proper sites.   

Other parking/mix of parking.  KG understood cars would be allowed to park there during the day and this could 
cause problems when the large motorhomes return. The vehicles should be parked 6 metres apart which is 
standard fire regulations but she understood cars could park between them during the day. This was a fire hazard. 
IC thought this was not going to be heeded as people will camp where they want and enforcement of strictures 
such as not having chairs outside is unenforceable. KG reraised her point about cars being allowed to park in-
between the motorhomes and not being allowed to take out chairs and tables. JB admitted he didn’t know the 
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detail on this but there needs to be pragmatism. Monitoring is the key to this: if the localities officers keep an eye 
on the parking, then people can be allowed to do more at quiet times. 

Toilets. IC noted the lack of toilets in the centre carpark and asked what would happen if cars used the carpark [as 
they can do during the day]. JB restated earlier reasons on why the toilets were removed namely the septic tank 
was vulnerable to being swept away [after Storm Emma] and it had to be removed. Temporary toilets had 
drawbacks namely risk of leakage into the SSSI and fears of infection during the pandemic. LN asked if the localities 
officers could oversee toilets on site. JB agreed as money from carparking could be recycled into this activity.  

KG asked where the report figure for £47 spend in the local area came from. She observed motorhomes tend to 
bring their own supplies. JB acknowledged this but thought some people will want to spend in the local area.  

AONB and SSSI. KG expressed concern as the carparks down on the Line are in the AONB and the beach is an SSSI. 
This was not shared by the majority of the other carparks in the report.  

General observations. PH observed there were too many loose ends in the proposals.  IC agreed. He thought the 
proposals needed more input from those experienced with motorhomes, issues down at the Line and the holiday 
trade. GC noted there is a trend toward using motorhomes now in the UK and SHDC is attempting to 
accommodate this trend. RC felt however without toilets in the memorial carpark this would not work. He 
suggested a time limit on the parking there of 3 hours. He also felt if there were designated camping sites this is 
where the motorhomes should go and not into carparks paid for by SHDC taxpayers. Or at least this must be 
monitored and enforced but the report to Executive did not offer all round monitoring merely to 8 pm.  

JB reiterated the only motorhomes allowed on the carpark [overnight] are those with onboard facilities. RC noted 
the lack of progress on the Council’s concerns with Strete Gate/the Line since the visit of Steve Mullineaux in 
November.  JB acknowledged SHDC was not proactive in managing this or responding to the ongoing concerns of 
the parishes since at least last September. The detail should have been discussed and refined over the winter. RC 
asked who knew the detail. JB thought Emma Widdecombe would. RC was concerned that questions on the report 
had not been acknowledged after the Executive meeting. JB reminded all the consultation period was live to 20th 
May and people could raise questions during that period.  

0421/11 UPDATE ON CONTRACTS 
Report received before the meeting. The internal auditor’s report on procurement limits was discussed briefly. 
Resolved: Councillors to respond to the Clerk with their detailed comments on the paper for the May meeting. 

Buddle hole contract. Resolved IC to put a specification together for the contract. The reports were received.  

0421/12 ST MICHAEL’S PARISH CHURCH 
PH asked if it was appropriate that the Council should be involved in this matter as the Council is normally 
apolitical, and non-denominational. LN responded. The church is the Parish church for the village. People in the 
village are entitled to be buried in the churchyard and if the church closes and the churchyard closes, people can’t 
use that as a facility. The Clerk explained the situation with closed churchyards. If the church closes and the 
churchyard also closes then the church can serve notice on the Parish Council that it must take on the churchyard 
maintenance. This would see costs of over £800 a year incurred on strimming and in addition war graves 
maintained and any other churchyard costs. DR felt the church should take a lead from Stoke Fleming and how 
they encouraged ‘friends’ to support the church. This was noted. 

0421/13 COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS 
 Reports had been circulated prior to the meeting.  

KG (Chair) Playpark. This is covered in 0421/07. 

LN Transport and Roads.   
The conversation with highways is ongoing regarding the various issues in the village, particularly speeding. We are 
waiting to hear more from Lisa Edmonds and hope to have a site visit as soon as possible. I note Peter Hales’ useful 
comments which warrant further discussion. Driving round, it is clear the 20-mile painted signs on the road are 
becoming quite faded, together with other road markings which really could do with refreshing. Vicarage Lane 
could really do with some repairs particularly in the edges. A parishioner suggested that there could be a weight 
limit sign at the beginning of the road to prevent large vehicles using it having be directed by satnav. 
Burlestone/Fuge: a letter has been received from Giles Halliwell and Mark Wall regarding the Fuge, Burlestone 
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road. This is in very bad condition and no plans seem to be in place to repair it, but they are concerned as other 
roads which are apparently used less are being repaired. This was discussed with JB in the County Councillor 
report. The milestones are all fine. LN then spoke on camping. All private parks in England are lobbying to get wild 
camping made a criminal offence. The police can then help patrol sites and use powers to move people on. At the 
moment this is merely a trespass and the landowner must raise the issue.   

DR Health and Safety. DR raised again the fence which is rotten down by the coastal path toward Skerries. 
Resolved: LN to ask the landowner and report back. He also wondered if a poo bin could be put on the gate/by 
the fence into the field owned by Philip Knight opposite Manor farm. This site has seen significant dog fouling and 
litter left in the hedges. KG has a dog bin which can be deployed. The Clerk confirmed that the refuse collectors 
would have to put the bin on their emptying schedule. Resolved the Clerk to confirm with SHDC that it would be 
possible to include a bin at this site in their rounds.  

IC Rights of Way, tree warden and Strete Gate. Rights of Way. I have been to look at the broken gate post on the 
coast path entrance, and have put aside a 'repair post' to be fixed as a temporary "fix". I will see to this, at the 
weekend. All other footpaths/bridleways do not seem to have any major problems. 
Strete Gate. I have 'had a word' with a contact from the Slapton Field Centre, regarding the broken gate & fence 
at the entrance to the Picnic area at Strete Gate, suggesting that it would be, I think, a very good idea to " make 
good" this large gap fairly soon, before Mr/Mrs "Camper" drives in to the site, and uses the picnic area as a 'stop-
over’. I suggested a metal gate, as this couldn't be used for firewood. He is waiting their response on his 
suggestions. Tree warden. I will 'touch upon' No 2 Crestfields this evening, as I was most "disappointed" that 
pretty much the entire garden had been eradicated in the middle of the bird nesting season. 
RC Planning and Neighbourhood Plan. There is now a requirement that two of the three properties at Blindwells 
must come under the restriction on second homes policy. Primrose Cottage has revised plans to be discussed in 
May. The sale of Rose Cottage has fallen through. The thatched roof is caving in so the Council needs to talk to 
Heavitree on this. 

PH.  VAS Monitoring. Following discussion at the March meeting the location of the VAS was changed back to 
Totnes Road on 22nd March. Operation continues. PH reminded Councillors of the discussion about other possible 
actions to reduce speeding, and his recent email outlining suggestions.  

Local transport liaison. Nothing to report.  
 
Strete Residents EV Survey – Outstanding Actions  
Updates in bold.  
1. Maintain a watching brief on the development of the public charging infrastructure in the local towns of 
Kingsbridge, Totnes and Dartmouth. (This is known as the Deletti scheme and is part of a County-wide scheme 
being procured by Devon County Council to put public chargers in Council car parks in major towns. It is 
essentially a 10-year lease and concession scheme with a private contractor. It was announced for 2020 but has 
not yet been implemented. SHDC has elected to partner with DCC for the rollout of the scheme). Status  
In early March Councillor Foss was asked by Slapton Parish on behalf of Strete and Slapton PCs to obtain an 
update from SHDC on the Deletti Scheme for South Hams. We were advised the following on 23rd March: - The 
tender closed just before Christmas and the bids have been evaluated. Unfortunately, there has been a hold up 
with the DCC procurement team which means the contract hasn’t yet been formally awarded. We are waiting 
for this to be done in the next two weeks. Once the contract has been awarded, we will then be able to work 
with our partners and the successful bidder to commence on the service delivery and find out their proposed 
programme of installation. As soon as I know the successful bidder and programme of installation this will be 
shared.  
The phase one sites are as follows:  
Heaths Nursery car park, Totnes; Quay car park, Kingsbridge; Mayors Avenue car park, Dartmouth;   
Creek car park, Salcombe; Park & Ride, Dartmouth.  
 
The phase two sites (for which funding is not currently believed to be available) are as follows:  
Fore Street car park, Kingsbridge; Victoria Street car park, Totnes; Pavilions car park, Totnes;   
Poundwell Meadow car park, Modbury. 
  
So, the scheme is running late and it does not look to me as if it will be delivered in time for this summer.  It 
remains the case that there is no SHDC or DCC strategy for the provision of public charge points in rural villages 
across the South Hams, beyond encouraging Parish Councils to bid for match funded grants.  



Page 8 of 8 
 

 

2. Maintain a watching brief on the availability of grant monies to support rural charging infrastructure. Status – 
ongoing. No further progress.  LN said people were thinking about charge points but grants don’t seem to be 
available for business. PH said there wasn’t a strategy for rural areas with charge points.  
 
3. Suggest to Strete Community Pub Limited that a business case for the acquisition of a public fast Charging Unit 
should be carried out, with a view to it being located in the Kings Arms car park and operated as a revenue stream 
for the pub. The business case should take into account the benefit of any future grant subsidies which might be 
announced which would help to make the venture viable (no subsidy is currently available). Status – No change.  
 
4. Share our survey and results with local neighbouring Parishes and look for synergies in approach. Status – At the 
request of Slapton PC a second Zoom meeting planned for Wednesday 21st April has been postponed until the 
end of June due to the official mourning period for the death of HRH The Duke of Edinburgh, and the 
consequent pressure on dates for Parish Council meetings.  
 
5. Provide a facilitation service to offer a conversation between prospective BEV purchasers and existing owners, 
with the aim of providing education about electric vehicles allaying fears about investing in this new technology. 
Status – available upon request (PH).  
 
6. On a wider Climate Emergency point, carry out similar resident surveys aimed at raising the awareness of the 
availability of new technologies with grant subsidies, for example the phase-out of oil and gas fired boiler systems 
and their replacement with ground and air source heat exchangers, the widespread availability of Solar 
Photovoltaic (PV) schemes for heating and power and the availability of home insulation schemes. The PC could 
play a major role in assisting DCC and SHDC to achieve the aims of their Climate Challenge Declaration. Status – 
See above under Climate Change Emergency. This was discussed as an Agenda item on the March PC meeting 
but actions need to follow.  
 
Parish Benches and picnic table maintenance. Chris Ellis still seems not to have started. Nothing further to report.  
 
GC Village Green. The village field has been cut twice, one new season cut in late March, and one owed from last 
year, and is in good condition. An issue has arisen re grass cutting. An email has been passed to me from a 
parishioner (after some 2 months delay) expressing disquiet re the cutting of grass on our verges. In fact, this 
mainly applies to the large verge below the village field, on the main Dartmouth road, which Greenspace cut rather 
severely on two occasions. The parishioner speaking on behalf of several others feels that we should review how 
we cut grass verges to protect wild flowers, pollen sources and insect life etc. He has passed on several links to 
advice, one leading to some good ideas is in plantlife.org.uk. I have read the various suggestions from national 
bodies, and have sympathy with this. It was resolved to ask the contractor to cut 2 feet either side of the 
footpath and along the edge of the road. Elsewhere would be a normal cut. This would be cut once every three 
months and leave it 6 inches long. It was resolved to leave a couple of feet of uncut edge round the Village 
Green. PH asked for the runway up to the VAS sign to be strimmed. Reports were received.  
 

0421/14    CORRESPONDENCE 
This has been forwarded to Councillors as it was received. Meg Booth was still to respond on Council tax. RC 
wanted a response to consider the condition of the highway and that some roads had not been maintained for 
three or more years [for instance Fuge].  

0421/15    OTHER BUSINESS 
    None was raised. 
0421/16 THE NEXT PARISH COUNCIL MEETING WILL BE HELD ON THURSDAY 20th MAY 2021 AT 5.30 PM. THE VENUE IS 

LIKELY TO BE IN THE PARISH HALL UNLESS OTHERWISE ADVISED. THE MEETING WAS CLOSED at 9.10 p.m. 

  

Signed: Cllr Kate Gill (Chair) Dated: ............................................................................................................. 20TH MAY 2021 


