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STRETE PARISH COUNCIL 
Clerk:  Mrs Helen Darch 

Homer Park, Strete, Dartmouth TQ6 0SJ    streteClerk@gmail.com      01803 770018      www.strete.org.uk  

 
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF STRETE PARISH COUNCIL (PC) 

HELD AT STRETE PARISH HALL ON THURSDAY 18th NOVEMBER 2021 AT 7.00 PM  
PRESENT 
Cllr Peter Hales (PH) (Chairman); Cllr Kate Gill (KG); Cllr Ralph Clark (RC); Cllr Ian Cumberlidge (IC); Cllr David Rothwell (DR); Cllr 
Graham Campbell (GC); Cllr Richard Foss, District Councillor, Allington & Strete Ward (RF); Cllr Julian Brazil, County Councillor, 
Kingsbridge Division (JB). Mrs. Helen Darch {Clerk}. 

 
PUBLIC FORUM 

No members of the public attended.  
 
COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT 

The Monument. JB reported the other five parishes were in favour of a contract to look after the monument in its 
new site by the Strete Gate carpark but had reservations on the ‘rolling programme’ of responsibilities for the 
upkeep. Most were in favour of Strete Parish Council overseeing the maintenance into the foreseeable future and 
making recharges for expenditure to the other parishes. He planned to set up a meeting to discuss this for the six 
parish chairs and Clerks most likely in the new year. 
 
The A379 at Chillington will be closed from 7th to 18th February for flood works between Coleridge and Fairfield. 
This is for flood prevention works. The report was received. 
 
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT 

RF reported the recycling contract was still causing issues. A fellow district Councillor had offered to use their 
locality grant for their community toward the hire of skips and was informed this funding could not be spent for 
that use. Meanwhile SHDC is trying to engage a contractor to do a one-off brown bin empty whilst the service is 
not operating. RF offered £500 of his Climate Change and Biodiversity Locality Fund monies toward composting 
and the planned roadshow on the 15th January in the Parish Hall.  
 
Slapton Line Partnership. SHDC and DCC will do site works on 25th to 27th November to move rocks on the beach 
as ballast along the Line.  
 
Strete Gate. RF had corresponded with Dan Field about restoring the steps. He observed it was a better argument 
to press for the restoration of steps as these had been needed in the past and so why not now? Resolved RF and 
PH meet with Dan Field to discuss the reinstallation of the steps down by the beach. IC noted there had been a 
few handbrake failures in the carpark and KG said that tyre-burners had been busy. RF commented there was less 
likelihood of enforcement in the winter but IC wanted someone to keep an eye on the activity at Strete Gate. The 
police might be able to help. The local community contact PC Jon Croft could be enrolled to make suggestions or 
keep an eye on the carpark. Resolved KG to send photos of tyre-marks to RF.  
 
Road safety. The Parish Council was looking at grant funding for another Vehicle Activated Sign [VAS] machine. RF 
suggested to contact DCC for funding. The report was received. 
 

1121/1 APOLOGIES – Cllr Louise Newman (LN); 
 
1121/2 MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING HELD ON 21st October 2021 

The above minutes were AGREED as a true and correct record and were signed by the Chairman.  RC asked if the 
draft minutes could be sent by email to parishioners. The Clerk agreed provided people were aware these are draft 
and are subject to change before they are approved at the following meeting. 
 

1121/3 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  

Parish Councillors were invited to declare any unregistered or other interest, including the nature and extent of 

such interests they may have in any items to be considered at this meeting. None were declared. 

1121/4       PLANNING & PLANNING MATTERS 

Planning applications consulted on. To discuss and respond to South Hams District Council on [] 

No applications were received for consideration by the Parish Council.  
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Memorandum of Understanding [MOU] with SHDC. PH observed in view of the problems the Parish Council was 

experiencing with the SHDC planning department he was not inclined to respond on the MOU at present. This 

matter would be set aside until these issues were resolved.  

 

Other planning matters. Landcombe. RC reported an application for a new agricultural storage barn 

[3873/21/AGR] had been turned down by SHDC. Asherne. The Development and Management Committee at 

SHDC made a site visit but it emerged that the site was within the curtilage of a listed building and the applicant 

would have to reapply to include this fact. Blindwells: site works have started and a number of trees were felled at 

the start of works. IC contacted the tree officers at SHDC on the day works started to request a site visit to enforce 

the TPO in place.  RF said to make sure the enforcement team are aware of this. Resolved: IC to send 

photographs of the site trees to SHDC. If the protected trees have been felled then this is a criminal offence.  

 

A reply is still owed from the SHDC planning department and Cllr Pearce on various outstanding points raised in 

prior correspondence. This correspondence is referred to in prior minutes. It includes a query on the lapse of 

planning permission prior to start of works and whether a wayleave referred to in the conditions to be met had 

been given consent by a landowner.  

Councillors discussed a crane on a low-loader that had got stuck coming up the Hynetown Road. Permission had 

been granted to use the road to get to the construction site but the vehicle was unable to navigate the road to the 

site. GC had photographs of the crane and low-loader trying to travel up the road. Some of the Devon bank had 

been damaged during the transit. There was also concern that the road surface might be damaged. JB suggested 

GC send his photographs to DCC Highways for comment.   

 

S106 agreement on Blindwells. SHDC are due s106 monies from the developer toward local projects as stated: 

Blackbird Wood, Village Green and Playpark now works had commenced. Resolved the Clerk contact SHDC to 

confirm these monies have been paid over. 

 
1121/5    UPDATES ON STANDING AGENDA ITEMS 

Council targets agreed for 2021/22 year.  
No Project Target Resolved - latest 

1 Night Landing Site for Air Ambulance. Operational by May ‘22 Toby Russell from DAAT will 
visit on 22nd November to look 
at the Village Green and field by 
the playpark. 

2 Enhanced vehicle Speed Control measures in the 
village. 

Operational by May ‘22 A grant from Vision Zero was 
applied for in October to cover 
the cost of a second VAS 
machine. See 1121/8. 

3 Raise Awareness of any forthcoming Green Grants for 
domestic heating, insulation etc. 

When grants are available Drop-in event in Village Hall 
scheduled for January 15th. CAB 
energy advisors to talk on green 
grants and improvements. 
Someone to attend a later 
session on ‘green’ gardening. 
This will be an opportunity for 
anyone to share their ideas and 
successes. GC suggested a 
representative from Livewest 
may like to attend. PH has 
produced 300 copies of the 
Climate Change and 
Sustainability leaflet to 
distribute in the village. RF 
offered grant money from SHDC 
toward this initiative. 

4 Secure electric vehicle public charging facility in the 
village. 

Operational by May ‘22 A general discussion on types of 
chargers. Some are very fast 
and efficient. Some are cost-
effective. To check grants 
available in 2022/23. This is 
ongoing. 

5 Identify sites for tree planting in the village. Plant trees in winter 21/22 KG offered 10 oak saplings to 
plant. The Woodland Trust is 
offering 100 trees for £50. 
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There is a tree day at Slapton on 
27th November. IC mentioned a 
possible planting site down by 
Homelands. Resolved IC and 
the Clerk would confirm the 
ownership of this area by way 
of earlier minutes and a Land 
Registry search. 

6 Agree and sign up to an Action Statement on the 
Climate Change Emergency. 

Target met at the October 
2021 meeting.  

It was resolved at the October 
meeting to endorse the Climate 
and Ecological Emergency Bill 
going through parliament.  

Other matters. 

The monument. PH updated the meeting on progress on the draft contract sent round to the other five parishes 

on October 6th and an invitation to meet to discuss the contract. He reminded parish chairs recently and had 

responses. Most were keen to meet with all the parishes, the Field Study Centre and JB. 

 

A skip. RC had sent an email to parishioners to assess interest in a skip being hired to take the green waste. 

Thirteen responses were received by email with more replies possibly in the post-box in the Shop. A number of 

comments and suggestions were made by respondents. Questions received included how would the skip would be 

policed and how would payment be organised.   PH commented that individuals should make their own 

arrangements as it was not feasible for the Parish Council to organise and oversee this for the Village. DR noted a 

skip would need to be hired soon to be effective to take the bulk of waste. Resolved RC to produce an information 

sheet with suggested contractors and their contact details.  This would be sent round to parishioners.  

 
1121/6(a)  FINANCE 

Four cheques were listed for payment on the agenda, invoices circulated before the meeting and invoices approved for 

payment at the meeting. Two later invoices were received before the meeting and sent to councillors to review. An 

additional two cheques were raised at the meeting [Cheques 1808 and 1809]. 

1804 – Clerk salary November £266.25. 
 

1805 – Peter Hales print costs Climate Change letter drop 
and flyer. £98.58. 

1806 – Strete Parish Hall October hire £30. 
 

1807 – Terry Hallett’s Gardening Services. Grass cutting and 
strimming. June to September 2021. £480. 

1808 – Graham Campbell reclaimed costs of Protectakote 
paint for the playpark. £38.67. 

1809 – Brooking Hire Limited village sweep November 2021. 
£350 plus VAT. 

It was proposed and AGREED by all present to authorise the payments as enumerated above.  

1121/6(b)  FINANCE 

The Clerk presented the monitoring statements for November 2021.  It was resolved the monitoring statements 

would be put on the website and the noticeboards. 

1121/6(c)  FINANCE  

Cash at bank – £13,059.31CR Current account at 8/11/21, £10,298.74CR Business Reserve account at 8/11/21.  
 

1121/6(d)  FINANCE  

RC observed the activity for 2021/22 year to date appeared consistent with the budget set. A second draft budget 
for 2022/23 was circulated which incorporated a round 4% inflation figure based on CPI for October 2021 of 4.2%. 
RC mentioned the sweeping contract would now include Fuge from 2022/23.  The Clerk also circulated interim 
advice from SHDC on the numbers of charge payers in the Parish and the annual review of a need for a referendum 
at parish level. This advice will be updated once SHDC has firm information and by the next meeting in December 
when the precept will be set. Resolved: to set the precept with a 4% increase on the 2021/22 precept of £13,130. 
Councillors will look at the draft budget and come back with bids. The Clerk will send an Excel copy of the 
budget to all so they can input figures and send it back. 
 

1121/7 UPDATE ON CONTRACTS 

 Buddle holes. IC supplied a parish map to PH which located the buddle holes in the parish. Grass cutting. GC had 
drawn up a specification for a two-year grass cutting contract to include 18 grass cuts per year and monthly 
strimming along Prideaux Lane. He has asked Greenspace to quote and will ask two other contractors but 
commented previous requests for quotes had been unsuccessful or for much more than the incumbent. Resolved: 
The Clerk to ask around for other contractors as well. RC will try for three quotes to do the road sweep but 
noted it was most likely he would only get two responses from local contractors. LN to ask John Gilbert for a 
quote for the hedge cutting. Two quotes may have to be sought under Financial Regulations.  
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1121/8       CLERK’S REPORT 

Report submitted before the meeting. Banking. The Clerk has submitted a change of signatories’ mandate form to 

NatWest and had it checked in-branch so it is now being processed and the PC can then start the process to enrol 

onto Bankline. This was noted. 

VAS machine. The grant application submitted to Vision Zero on 27th October is still being processed.  The Clerk 

contacted ElanCity to request a quote for a VAS machine akin to that installed at Stoke Fleming recently. ElanCity 

rang the Clerk on 16th November and sent an email that day with information on various types of VAS machine. 

The choice of machine includes battery, solar or electric powered. Data can be downloaded from the machine for 

analysis. Rough costs at the date of conversation are around £1,900 ex VAT for a machine exclusive of power 

sources or installation. Rechargeable batteries would cost £200 plus VAT and solar cells £280 plus VAT. There is a 

two-year warranty included. Two other quotes will need to be sought under Financial Regulations. This was noted. 

Grants. A number of grants are available from SHDC and DCC. For instance, Localities money from Julian, 

Sustainable Communities Locality Fund, and Climate Change and Biodiversity Locality Fund from Richard and 

HMCE money for road maintenance. RF confirmed his Climate Change grant would cover the costs of the 

roadshow in January. Resolved: to put together a bid for monies from the Climate Change grant fund. 

St Michaels PCC. The next meeting is on 22nd November and the clerk will attend and report back. The PCC has 

written to the Chairman to request an [unspecified] increase in the annual grass cutting grant. This will be 

considered as part of the budget-setting process. This was noted. 

Devon Air Ambulance. The Clerk has obtained agreement from DCC to use the Village Green as a possible landing 

site. DCC also advised the Council confirm with DAAT on whether the land has to be fenced and locked which 

might conflict with the status of the land which has Village Green status. DAAT is visiting next Monday to look at 

the Village Green and a field next to the playpark as suitable sites and will then make an assessment. PH and the 

Clerk will attend.  This was noted. 

Model Publication Scheme. This is a statutory requirement, required by the Information Commissioner’s Office, 

for councils to make freely available information on a number of areas that include our operations, governance, 

performance, environmental information, and data we hold. Resolved: a draft scheme and notes will be 

circulated for discussion in December. The report was received.  

1121/9 CHAIR’S REPORT 

Report submitted before the meeting.  
Remembrance This is a picture of the wreath laid 
by the Parish Council at the War Memorial in St 
Michael’s Churchyard on Sunday 14th November, 
on behalf of the residents of the Village.  
 

Bus Consultation by Devon County Devon County 

Council has now published the ‘Bus Service Improvement Plan’, which is their response to the Government’s ‘Bus 

Back Better’ strategy following the Pandemic. It is available to view here: - 
https://devoncc.sharepoint.com/sites/PublicDocs/Transport/Travel/Forms/AllItems.aspx?id=%2Fsites%2FPublicDocs%2FTransport%2FTravel%

2FBSIP%20%2D%20Published%20Documents%2FBSIP%20%2D%20Devon%20County%20Council%20v1%2E%2029%2E10%2E21%2Epdf&parent

=%2Fsites%2FPublicDocs%2FTransport%2FTravel%2FBSIP%20%2D%20Published%20Documents&p=true 

 

This is a 97-page document which is an absolute mine of information about traffic patterns and users across 

Devon, with an ambitious funding proposal to government of £34 million to improve services. In my opinion it is 

very well written, and those interested in our bus service will find it interesting. In Strete we have to recognise that 

rural services are only one of the priorities of the County. It seems that there is certainly a willingness to listen, and 

some of the feedback that the PC provided to the survey in July resonates through the response.  

 

Bus Shelter. Instructions have been issued for repair. The cost quoted is below the insurance excess we have.  

 

Road Maintenance. This was discussed again at the October meeting and the PC has continued to lobby for 

maintenance improvements in the Fuge area for the benefit of residents. The quarterly sweep of the village roads 

was completed in early November. 

 

  

https://devoncc.sharepoint.com/sites/PublicDocs/Transport/Travel/Forms/AllItems.aspx?id=%2Fsites%2FPublicDocs%2FTransport%2FTravel%2FBSIP%20%2D%20Published%20Documents%2FBSIP%20%2D%20Devon%20County%20Council%20v1%2E%2029%2E10%2E21%2Epdf&parent=%2Fsites%2FPublicDocs%2FTransport%2FTravel%2FBSIP%20%2D%20Published%20Documents&p=true
https://devoncc.sharepoint.com/sites/PublicDocs/Transport/Travel/Forms/AllItems.aspx?id=%2Fsites%2FPublicDocs%2FTransport%2FTravel%2FBSIP%20%2D%20Published%20Documents%2FBSIP%20%2D%20Devon%20County%20Council%20v1%2E%2029%2E10%2E21%2Epdf&parent=%2Fsites%2FPublicDocs%2FTransport%2FTravel%2FBSIP%20%2D%20Published%20Documents&p=true
https://devoncc.sharepoint.com/sites/PublicDocs/Transport/Travel/Forms/AllItems.aspx?id=%2Fsites%2FPublicDocs%2FTransport%2FTravel%2FBSIP%20%2D%20Published%20Documents%2FBSIP%20%2D%20Devon%20County%20Council%20v1%2E%2029%2E10%2E21%2Epdf&parent=%2Fsites%2FPublicDocs%2FTransport%2FTravel%2FBSIP%20%2D%20Published%20Documents&p=true
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Road Safety. The outcome of the site meeting with the South Hams area Roads Engineer, his Area representative 

and Cllr Julian Brazil, which took place on Tuesday 19th October, was disappointing. We again made the case that 

speeding on the approaches to the village is at unacceptable levels, signage and education has largely failed, and 

structural/layout improvements now need to be considered. Whilst sympathy was expressed with our position, 

the overall message is that there is no Highways money or budget available to fund such improvements, and Strete 

will join a long list of Devon communities who have made similar requests. It seems that there is no appetite at 

County Council level for improving rural road safety, so the PC will have to continue to try and develop low-cost 

approaches and ideas off its own bat. However, a grant application to fund a further VAS monitor was submitted 

to Vision Zero during the month. Vision Zero is a collaborative project between Devon & Cornwall Police, Devon & 

Somerset Fire and Rescue Service, Cornwall Fire and Rescue Service, South Western Ambulance Service NHS Trust, 

National Highways, Devon Air Ambulance, Cornwall Air Ambulance, The Office of the Police and Crime 

Commissioner, Devon County Council, Cornwall Council, Plymouth City Council, Torbay Council, Royal Cornwall 

Hospitals NHS Trust, University Hospitals Plymouth NHS Trust and the Parliamentary Advisory Council for 

Transport Safety (PACTS). One of the aims of Vision Zero is to improve road safety and reduce the number of 

persons killed and seriously injured on Devon and Cornwall Roads. The PC awaits a response. The rumble strips 

and road markings at Manor Farm have now been replaced.  

 

HM The Queen's Platinum Jubilee Anniversary Nothing further to report. 

 

Slapton Line Partnership. The draft minutes of the Slapton Line Partnership Zoom meeting on 12th October have 

just come to hand and may be found on the parish website. Please let the Clerk know if you would like a copy. 

 

Proposed relocation of the Slapton Line Memorial. Some reaction to the first draft maintenance agreement 

proposing cost sharing of maintenance and responsibilities (once relocation is completed) between six Parish 

Councils and the Field Studies Council has been received. There seems to be a general consensus that there is a 

need for a face-to-face meeting between the PCs in order to hammer out the detail, and this will be organised in 

the forthcoming month The capital costs of relocating the monument will be met by DCC, who have budget 

available for the work.  

 

Climate Change Emergency. The PC has prepared an information leaflet which tries to explain what every 

household in Strete contributes on average towards the production of greenhouse gases. It discusses measures 

that every resident could adopt which would help to reduce global warming. The leaflet will be delivered to every 

household and will be followed up with a drop-in session at the village hall on a Saturday morning in January, 

where a representative from Citizens Advice will be available for consultations on Home Energy Efficiency. We also 

hope to have a talk entitled ‘Gardening for Wildlife’ at the same event.  

 

Waste Collections. At the October PC meeting the PC expressed at length its displeasure to the two SHDC Council 

members present, concerning SHDC’s decision to suspend green waste collections (brown bins) until the spring of 

2022 on behalf of residents. We will continue to press Councillor Foss and SHDC to exert whatever leverage they 

can on their contractor to reinstate this service as soon as possible. Cllr. Foss assured us that financial sanctions 

were being applied on the contract but would not be drawn on exactly what they were. He did state that any 

surplus funds from the dispute would be applied for the benefit of residents. Whilst we understand that the 

service is non-statutory, it remains the case that the green waste collection was funded from public funds. This 

week, it has become apparent from elsewhere in the South Hams that whilst Councillors do have some 

discretionary funds available to mitigate Constituent’s problems, they are unable to apply them to green waste 

collection because of the Council’s overall policy of suspension.  

 

Night Landing Site for the Devon Air Ambulance. The search for a suitable alternative site has continued and a 

further discussion is expected to take place at the November PC meeting.  

 

Coronavirus Pandemic. Levels of infection remain high in the South Hams but have eased slightly in the past week. 

In the week 2nd to 8th October the infection rate was 374 cases per 100,000, a reduction of 32 cases on the 

previous week. The average rate in England for the same period was 346 per 100,000. However, in the same week, 

87% of persons over 12 years old in the South Hams have had one dose of vaccine, and 81% are 'double jabbed'. 
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Booster jabs are now available for all those over 40 years of age with second jabs recommended for teenagers and 

may be booked on the internet for local immunisation clinics. The Chair’s report was received. 

 
1121/10 CLIMATE CHANGE EMERGENCY 

PH had prepared a leaflet and invitation to parishioners to attend the roadshow on 15th January 2022 in the Parish 
Hall.  Resolved: leafleting will be done the weekend after the meeting.   
 

1121/11 COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS 

 Reports had been circulated prior to the meeting. PH. This report was given under 1121/9.  
 
KG. Slapton Line Partnership and AONB. Report on Slapton Line Partnership 16.11.21. A meeting was held on 12 

October 2021 via video link and the draft minutes were released on 9th November. There were so many elements 

discussed and considered: how can we protect The Line and for how long, how much will it all cost, loss of 

livelihood for the businesses and residents. If The Line is destroyed there are no suitable road links behind Slapton 

between Stokenham and Strete to upgrade. Financing and protecting what we still have is of the utmost 

importance. Anthony Mangnall our M.P. aims to gather substantial information to put before Parliament to obtain 

funding/assistance for us. Discussions and possible agreements on management and finance are on-going. 

LN.  Roads: hedges, litter and local transport. Ralph has reported on the roads. The litter pick was a great success 

and about 8 bags of rubbish were collected. Many thanks to everyone who came and helped. We covered all roads 

in the village, Strete Gate and part of the A379 towards Slapton and Blackpool and the Totnes Road going out of 

the village.  Thanks also to Kate for providing refreshments at Manor Farm. 

 
DR. Health and safety, Parish Hall liaison. Defibrillator. A defibrillator awareness training evening was arranged 
for Tuesday 9th November in the village hall. An excellent presentation was given by a South West Ambulance 
Community Officer, but it was a great shame that only eight members of the public were present, particularly that 
it has now been some time since we were able to organise one. It hoped to arrange a follow up evening in the 
spring of next year.  
 
Parish Hall.  I have made everyone aware of the hall committee’s request to find an alternative storage facility for 
the salt that has been in the garage for some five years. Devon County Council has said that they will not allow us 
to return it. I would therefore like to suggest that we contact other local parish councils to see if they would be 
able to take some, and also to let villages know that this could be available for them to collect from the hall at a 
pre-arranged time. Depending on how much we are left with we may have to look into buying our own storage 
facility. Before the onset of the really cold weather, in the coming weeks I will be checking all the salt bins around 
the village to ensure that they are adequately filled with fresh salt. The Clerk had contacted local farmers in the 
parish to see if they wanted some of the excess salt. Poo bins continue to be emptied without any issues.  
 
Fence by A379 and the South West Coast Path. Councillors discussed the responsibility for the collapsed fence and 
whether it was the farmer, landowner or DCC. Resolved the Clerk will ask LN for advice.  
 
IC. Rights of Way, Tree warden, Strete Gate and Playpark. Strete Gate and Tree warden covered earlier. Play 

Park. IC listed a couple of things to remedy namely the access gate which he could repair and the overgrown 

hedge by the side which he could trim. Terry Hallett will sort out the problem with moles.  Rights of Way. IC 

reported two faulty marker posts on the route down to Strete Gate. He will send photos to the Clerk so she can 

alert Paul McFadden at DCC. Other paths are clear and the farmer who installed an electric fence at Strete No 2 

has now put handles on it for walkers to use. DR asked if the farm gate could be replaced as it was corroded. 

Resolved IC will speak with the farmer on this. 

RC. Planning and Neighbourhood Plan, road maintenance including sweeping and Kings Arms liaison. 
Neighbourhood Plan. Update on finalising the NP Amendment followed up with Duncan Smith. The Examiner is 
expected to conclude her examination very shortly. 
 
The Kings Arms. The new chef, Stephen Seaward, continues to develop his own menu with a mix of fresh, simple, 
home-made food that is gaining interest and plaudits from the community and visitors.  
Front of House Staff has been a bit of a roller-coaster over the last month. However, Corrie has taken up the 
mantle and is guiding the young team forward in delivering a quality service for all users of the pub. With Grace 
and Lucca moving on, replacements are being sought to meet the rota demands of the business to ensure 
resources are in place to meet with the requirements for planned regular and special events.  
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Events information is posted on https://kingsarmsatstrete.co.uk/ &https://www.facebook.com/kingsarmsatstrete/  
as well as by email to subscribers to the Kings Arms email listing and flyers to every household in the village. 
 
Fuge Road – Road Surface Condition. Correspondence in the hope of persuading Devon Highways to surface dress 

Fuge Road in Spring 2022 to protect the route from total failure has been submitted to Julian Brazil with copies to 

representatives of Devon County Council and Devon Highways. A meeting with representatives of Devon Highways 

was, disappointingly, met with negativity towards this suggestion. However, with the support of resident farmers 

at Fuge, it is hoped that by regular sweeping the current condition can be exposed sufficiently to persuade Devon 

Highways to reconsider their current approach to the situation.  

Village Road Sweeping. Sweeping took place on Tuesday 9th November. Residents were asked to remove their 

vehicles from the highway on this day to allow the sweeper driver clear access on all the routes in the village. 

Regrettably, demolition and ground works commenced on the Blindwells site on Hynetown Road that resulted in 

the sweeper not being able to access some areas in Hynetown Road and mud being dispersed on the carriageway 

from equipment movements from the site. 

This is another service that should be provided by SHDC that the Parish Council have taken on board with the 

objective of keeping the road edges clean and reasonably clear of weeds. The Parish Council would like to hear 

the views of the community on this objective as inflationary increases to this service that will result in an increase 

to the precept (PC percentage of Council Tax) will need to be considered if this service is to be continued. 

RC suggested the use of weedkiller to keep the verges clear. Slapton PC had used weedkiller once this year.  

Councillors debated the environmental impact of weedkiller and whether there was any environmentally-friendly 

weedkiller.  

GC commented the new rumblestrip by Manor Farm isn’t noisy i.e., it doesn’t ‘rumble’ but DCC had advised they 

would not make the road markings ‘noisy’ near residential housing.  

GC. Village Green, Prideaux Lane, campervans and carparks, social care and Slapton Line partnership.  
Greenspace have been asked to do a final cut to the field. It has not been cut for a while and is now too long to 
walk on in places without soaking shoes. Greenspace have been asked for a quotation for the new contract on 
grass cutting for the next 3 (2) years. The pruning of the buddleia on the village field is outstanding to arrange.  
 
Social care. Access to the Citizens Advice (CA) video booth is currently not available, as there is building work in 
the TQ6 Partnership Hub in Dartmouth. It will reopen in the next few weeks at the partnership hub which is. at 
Palladium Mews, Duke St Dartmouth (at the side of Quba's shop) CA is always available by phone, or through the 
CA website. There will be another winter preparation event at Townstal Baptist Church, where there will be a 
range of support, formfilling help, energy advice, and Livewest staff on hand. Refreshments available. This will be 
on Thursday 25th November from 11 – 3pm. Reports were received.  
 

1121/12    CORRESPONDENCE 

PH had received a letter from St Michaels PCC to request additional grant toward the maintenance of the 
churchyard. He had discussed this with LN. Whilst it isn’t an amenity, the churchyard is valuable in the village. He 
recommended an increase to £400 for 2022/23 from £240 as a one-off. Subsequent increases would only match 
inflation.  Resolved PH to write to the PCC to confirm a grant of £400 for 2022/23 and the conditions as stated.  
 

1121/13    OTHER BUSINESS 

DR asked about the brown tourist sign down by the junction of the Totnes Road and A379. The Clerk had spoken 

with Lisa Edmonds but she is only willing to tape off the sign not replace it. 

 

1121/14    DATE OF NEXT MEETING:   Thursday 16th December 2021. Venue in the Parish Hall unless otherwise advised. THE 

MEETING WAS CLOSED at 9. 28 p.m. 
  

Signed: Cllr Peter Hales (Chair) Dated: ........................................................................................ 16th DECEMBER 2021 

about:blank
https://www.facebook.com/kingsarmsatstrete/
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NOTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 


SLAPTON LINE PARTNERSHIP 


HELD VIA REMOTE VIDEO 


ON TUESDAY 12th OCTOBER 2021 


1. INTRODUCTION & APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 


Those present were: 
Anthony Mangnall MP     MP for Totnes 
Cllr Judy Pearce      South Hams District Council 
Cllr Julian Brazil      Devon County Council 
Peter Chamberlain     Devon County Council  
John Fewings      Devon County Council 
Cllr Hiliary Bastone     South Hams District Council 
Cllr Richard Foss     South Hams District Council 
Dan Field      South Hams District Council 
Vicky Croughan      South Hams District Council 
Martin Davies      Environment Agency 
Ben Johnstone      Environment Agency 
George Arnison      Environment Agency 
Eamon Crowe      Natural England 
Michaela Barwell     Natural England 
Dennis Flynn      Wild Planet Trust 
Dr Kirsten Pullen     Wild Planet Trust 
Andy Pratt      Field Studies Council 
Lee Dennison      Field Studies Council 
Piers Spence      Stokenham Parish Council 
Gill Claydon      Stokenham Parish Council Clerk 
Jane Abbey      Slapton Parish Council 
Louise Soothill-Ward     Slapton Parish Council Clerk 
Kate Gill      Strete Parish Council 
Graham Campbell     Strete Parish Council 
Roger English      South Devon AONB 
Vanessa Gray      South Devon AONB – note taker 
 
Observers present were: 
Nigel Smith      Frogmore & Sherford Parish Council  
Sue Beswick      Frogmore & Sherford Parish Council 
 
Apologies for absence were received from: 
Julie Hinder (Jane Abbey deputised)   Slapton Parish Council 
Gavin Wollacott (Louise Soothill-Ward deputised) Slapton Parish Council 
  







Page 2 of 7 
 


2. COASTAL DEFENCES – PRESENTATION / DISCUSSION LED BY ANTHONY MANGNALL MP 


2.1 Anthony Mangnall MP led the discussion: 
i. Discussions have taken place to date with Cllr Pearce on the implications of losing 


Slapton Line in the immediate future. This matter has also been discussed with DCC 
and at Westminster.  


ii. Following an introduction to Dan Field, a further meeting took place recently to 
discuss options on where investment could be made. 


iii. Whilst there may potentially be a temporary solution extending the life of the road, 
there is unlikely to be a permanent solution, given storms and sea level rise and back 
routes will be essential. 


iv. The need to respect SSSI status is acknowledged however Defra have a list of 
examples where man made interventions exist alongside retained SSSI status. 


2.2 Cllr Pearce made the following observations: 
i. The main concern is that environmentally there appears to be little opposition to 


letting the line go. 
ii. If the line goes it will be a disaster for those that live there, for tourism and will 


damage the general economy of the South Hams area. 
iii. Seemingly there is no effort to find an alternative route round should the line be 


lost. In the absence of an alternative the only way forward is to defend the line. As 
leader of the council, given the social and economic consequences, this cannot be 
allowed to happen. 


2.3 Dan Field: 
i. Defence of the line is challenging and ongoing. 


ii. A great deal of work has taken place up to this point, including the production of a 
Beach Management Plan. 


iii. A number of Vulnerability Assessment images, illustrating change over time, were 
shown to Partnership. 


a. Vulnerability Assessments 
• Following a recent drone survey undertaken by University of 


Plymouth, a further Vulnerability Assessment for 2021 was 
produced. 


• Between 2021-2021 the average erosion rate was 13m. 
b. SLP are requested to consider what buffer may be acceptable 


• 10m buffer – less than 50% of the line has sufficient space for this 
size buffer (a Storm Emma event). 


• 5m buffer – less than 28% has sufficient space for this size buffer. 
• 2.65m buffer – less than 15% has sufficient space for this size buffer. 


Action 1 (Dan Field): Provide copies of slides for distribution to Partnership. 


2.4 A general discussion followed: 
i. Dennis Flynn, Wild Planet Trust 


• There is an orange line to protect SSSI status but otherwise wish to be 
pragmatic and supportive of proposals. 


ii. Eamon Crowe, Natural England 
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• Sent a paper through Defra to Anthony Mangnall MP reaffirming the 
position with background. 


• From a SSSI point of view, there is natural geomorphic process taking place. 
• Working with SLP post Storm Emma, NE’s position is to look for alternative 


routes. There will be no consent for further plans for hard engineering on 
the line. 


iii. Cllr Brazil, Devon County Council 
• the SSSI designation may potentially need to be removed to allow the line to 


be protected. 
iv. Martin Davies, Environment Agency 


• Whilst short term interventions are recognised on a case by case basis, a 
long term approach is at the front of thinking. 


• The EA need to identify and support the long term management position. 
The line will be lost at some point so conversations need to take place for 
adaptation. 


• The questions submitted by Slapton Parish Council are good, as they focus in 
on the detail. 


• Later clarification following remarks from Cllr Bastone: the EA is part of the 
Slapton Line Partnership and supports the SLP strategy for adaption. 


v. Ben Johnstone, Environment Agency 
• The issue is not unique within the South West, other locations are also 


vulnerable (such as Westwood Ho!, Bude, Dawlish Warren).  
• Need to plan for the eventuality the line will be lost. Adaptation means 


change so the future will not be the same as the present and the past. 
vi. Cllr Foss, South Hams District Council 


• Understand the position of NE and the EA however it would be beneficial if 
they could also address parish councils direct. 


• Losing the road will be a major disaster with nothing in place to mitigate. 
There are a raft of issues including emergency services response times on 
minor roads. 


• Understand the SSSI issues but it is a matter of balance. Road and footpath 
wise, any alternative is decades away, so we need to protect what we have. 


• Inland routes have been looked at. It is not possible to go around the back of 
the Ley.  


• Earlier this year, a contractor pulled a few rocks back from the beach to save 
the road. There are other rocks presently on the beach that could also 
potentially be moved back. 


vii. Andy Pratt, Field Studies Council 
• The FSC is also reliant on road with their operations at Slapton reliant upon 


it.  
• Listening to the erosion rates and taking into account SSSI status, the focus 


needs to be on the long term. There is a huge amount of work that can be 
done so energy, focus and funding should be directed there. 


viii. Peter Chamberlain, Devon County Council 
• Worth a reminder that a huge amount of work has been done to date. 
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• In 2018 significant work commissioned by SLP was undertaken by CH2N to 
prepare the Beach Management Plan. This was a major piece of work to look 
at the options in detail, looking at possible solutions and testing their 
viability.  


• We have the information base there to draw from and ideas of costs. 
• Following Storm Emma SLP put in place a revised strategy that accepted the 


inevitability of losing the road.  
• The revised strategy states the need to maintain the road as long as is 


practical and within constraints to do so, prior to implementing an 
adaptation strategy.  


• This may include 
- Protect the area in front of the car park at Torcross (possibly hard 


engineering) 
- Look at maintaining the viability of existing stone in place beyond 


the car park there. 
- Look at existing stone buried in beach and how it may be utilised. 


This would not protect the road for very long however this would do what 
we can with the resources there.  


• The Adaptation Plan has had a delay in moving forward, however some work 
is already done so there is something in place to more forward from. A 
provisional wish list exists that recognises where funding and support is 
needed, including 


- An extra £500k a year for 5 years to bring the standard of roads up.  
- £50k for village traffic management schemes.  
- £75k per annum for a further two years minimum to extend 


employment of the Adaptation Manager beyond the two years 
available from the local levy.  


- £600k to improve car parking at Torcross and Strete Gate to 
maintain economic viability if the road is lost.  


- £50k a year for 5 years for an annual inspection and 
maintenance/excavation and re-stacking rock armour. 


• Although this is fairly rough and ready these have been clearly stated to 
date. 


• Encourages SLP to take the adaptation plan forward. 
ix. John Fewings, Devon County Council 


• Works to date include additional passing places, repair works on some 
drainage ditches and surfacing issues.  


• Future works required will be junction issues and potentially hedgerows. 
Some areas will remain pinch points such as Gara Mill.  


• Substantial obstacles and require land acquisitions.  
• Even with all this, any back route will not achieve the capacity of the A379. 


x. Lee Dennison, Field Studies Council 
• Need to focus where a large investment is made, on something that will not 


last long or in the future. 
xi. Cllr Bastone, South Hams District Council 
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• Need to protect the line and invest in the future. The line is important for 
the economy of the area, also affecting Kingsbridge and Dartmouth. 


• The Ley is the largest lake in the South West, beautiful and full of wildlife, 
and important for the local economy. 


2.5 Anthony Mangnall MP recognises there are steps that can be taken on the line as well as 
looking at alternative routes. 


i. ACTION 2 (SLP): Send documents to Anthony Mangnall MP to make the case on 
SLP’s behalf. Provide the following: 


• Proposal for immediate action on the line 
• Long term adaptation plan 
• Forward the report referred to by Peter, updated to reflect any changes 


2.6 The AONB Manager thanked Anthony Mangnall MP and Cllr Pearce before they left the 
meeting and brought this part of the agenda to a close. 


3. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING (25 JANUARY 2021) AND ANY MATTERS ARISING 


3.1 No amendments to the minutes of the previous meeting were made. 


4. SLAPTON LINE ADAPTATION PLAN AND PROJECT MANAGER 


4.1 The AONB Manager reminded Partnership the strategy as it currently stands was informed 
by consultations and public sessions held across the Start Bay and wider area. 


4.2 The primary area of activity for the future is adaptation. The draft adaptation document is 
not a fully worked plan but a scoping report to be used as a starting point for the Adaptation 
Manager. 


4.3 Some elements had been worked on to date, such as the work looking at the minor roads 
network. AONB staff have been collating issues and concerns ready for the Adaptation 
Manager. 


4.4 Recruitment for an Adaptation Manager is now live. The post has funding for two years of 
activity. The AONB Manager gave his apologies for the delay in recruitment of an Adaptation 
Officer whose role will be pivotal as dedicated support on Slapton Line activity. 


4.5 With two year funding in place, there needs to be quick wins in the package of activity with 
actions mapped out from the adaptation plan. The offer from Anthony Mangnall MP to 
champion this in Government and potentially unlock further funding was welcomed by the 
AONB Manager. 


4.6 A list of questions from Slapton Parish Council was circulated. The questions mostly refer to 
the draft adaptation plan as it currently stands however the scope of the plan is not finite 
and one of the functions of the role will be to look at what other further work could take 
place. There are clearly a range of issues that are of concern to residents, the 2018 storm 
was referred to. Concerns include emergency services and authorities with statutory 
responsibilities. The AONB Manager informed Partnership there are plans in place that can 
be referred to and utilised however plans will also be revisited and statutory agencies look 
again at the programme. 
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During a discussion, the following matters were raised 


i. Why has it taken so long to get an Adaptation Manager. 
The AONB Manager responded that this was due to pressure and high workload 
however the post was now being advertised. 


ii. It is important to understand what is wanted 
The AONB Manager responded that the new officer will be looking at issues already 
obtained through community activity. 


iii. We need to put forward an adaptation plan that includes some defence options to 
Anthony Mangnall MP by Christmas at the latest. This needs to be the number one 
priority of the Slapton Line Partnership and the Adaptation Manager. 
The AONB Manager responded that the detail referred to by Peter Chamberlain can 
be added to and that passed across to Anthony Mangnall MP. Recruitment, although 
actioned, has a timetable that is difficult to speed up. It is imperative to get the right 
calibre officer in post and they will have a notice period to serve before taking up 
the role. Getting a contractor to cover the post was considered however the cost 
versus advantage were difficult to accommodate within budget. 


iv. Cllr Bastone informed Partnership that an assessment for additional parking at 
Strete Gate is underway but some way off being finalised. 


5. MINOR LANES – DCC TRANSPORT STUDY 


5.1 John Fewings informed Partnership that a number of works took place in 2019 using money 
from central Government. The works improved passing places, drainage and road surface. 


5.2 Now looking at increasing the number of passing places, improving junctions and potentially 
moving hedge banks.  


5.3 John Fewings shared concerns that even with improvements, the existing route will not have 
the capacity of the A379. If that capacity needs to be matched, a great deal of investment as 
well as land purchases will be required. 


5.4 WSP are looking at a traffic study on the A379 and other roads and determining the impact 
on routes where the traffic may potentially go. 


6. TORCROSS – OUTFALL AND OTHER DRAINAGE ISSUES 


6.1 Peter Chamberlain informed Partnership the interim gate placed at the end of the culvert 
was lost in severe weather. The gate was intended to be temporary, placed there to stop 
shingle compacting and causing severe issues.  


6.2 Engineers finalised the design of a heavy duty gate that is to be installed on 25th October. 
The contractor postponed other works to be able to bring the planned installation date 
forward to October (from December). Whilst there can be no guarantee of longevity, the 
new gate is much more substantial than the interim gate. 


6.3 In the absence of any clear responsibility for the outfall, Devon County Council took the lead 
on these works. Whilst this is not an outright solution to all the issues it will help. However 
there needs to be a collective approach going forward. 
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7. RELOCATION OF SLAPTON MONUMENT 


7.1 Whilst the engineering approach for the move is mapped, little progress has occurred since 
the last meeting largely due to the following: 


i. Agreement on the ongoing maintenance is required before permission is granted 
from the Field Studies Council to move the monument to Strete Gate.  


a. Peter Hales, Chair of Strete Parish Council has drawn up and distributed a 
document for ongoing maintenance of the monument. The document, that 
also estimates costs for each parish council, has been sent to six parish 
councils and two associated groups. Currently waiting for each parish 
council to hold their next meeting to discuss and signal their agreement (or 
otherwise). 


b. The draft Parish Agreement was also circulated to Partnership prior to 
today’s meeting. 


c. How the Strete Gate site is passed across into ongoing maintenance and the 
condition of it has to be discussed and agreed. The site is presently very 
overgrown and will need to be cleared before ongoing maintenance 
commences.   


ii. Planning permission will need to be in place before the monument is moved.  
a. DCC do not currently have staff in place to do this however once the land 


issue is resolved DCC will find a way for staff will be released to get planning 
permission in place. 


It was decided that 


• The group of Parish Councils will convene a meeting to discuss the draft agreement, 
keeping Partnership informed of progress. 


• Once Parish Councils are agreed, discussions should take place with Lee Dennison, 
FSC Slapton Ley, before the agreement is executed. FSC will need to ensure all risks 
and liabilities are covered. 


7.2 The AONB Manager reminded Partnership funding for moving the monument came through 
the Coastal Revival Fund and that this is protected and ring fenced. An element of the 
funding was for contract works on the Sherman Tank located in Torcross car park. The 
process had been tortuous with contractor difficulties and the pandemic. However working 
together with contractors, volunteers and other individuals, works have now completed 
satisfactorily. The AONB Manager thanked Partnership for their patience. 


8. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 


8.1 Nothing raised. 
 
 
 
 
These notes remain as draft until approved at the next meeting of the Slapton Line Partnership. 
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Location 1 
(2012 - 2021)


• Section Length: 221m


• Erosion 2012 – 2021: 13m


• Erosion 2018-21: 0.44m


• Back of road: 17.65m


• Front of road: 9.65m
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Location 2 
(2012 - 2021)


• Section Length: 200m


• Erosion 2012 – 2021: 13m


• Erosion 2018-21: 0.45m


• Back of road: 29.95m


• Front of road: 21.95m
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Location 3 
(2012 - 2021)


• Section Length: 354m


• Erosion 2012 – 2021: 13m


• Erosion 2018-21: N/A


• Back of road: 22.40m


• Front of road: 16.40m







Considerations


Affected Length 


(m)


Percentage of total 


frontage (%)


Buffer (1.0 X Storm Emma Max: 
10.6m) 1983 55.55


Buffer (0.5 X Storm Emma Max: 
5.3m) 1013 28.38


Buffer (0.25 X Storm Emma Max: 
2.65m) 555 15.55





