
Page 1 of 7 
 

 

STRETE PARISH COUNCIL 
Clerk:  Mrs Helen Darch 

Homer Park, Strete, Dartmouth TQ6 0SJ    streteClerk@gmail.com      01803 770018      www.strete.org.uk  
 

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF STRETE PARISH COUNCIL (PC) 
HELD AT STRETE PARISH HALL ON THURSDAY 15TH JULY 2021 AT 7.00 PM  

PRESENT 
Cllr Peter Hales (PH) (Chairman); Cllr Kate Gill (KG); Cllr Ralph Clark (RC); Cllr Ian Cumberlidge (IC); Cllr David 
Rothwell (DR); Cllr Graham Campbell (GC); Cllr Richard Foss, District Councillor, Allington & Strete Ward (RF); Cllr 
Julian Brazil, County Councillor, Kingsbridge Division (JB); Mrs. Helen Darch {Clerk}; one parishioner in person. 
 
PUBLIC FORUM 
A parishioner attended but declined to speak. PH expressed the sadness of the Parish Council on the recent 
passing of Tony Crawford. Tony had been Chairman and a Councillor of the Parish Council for a long time and 
involved in the establishment of the South West Coast Path through Strete. 
 
COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT 
JB spoke on traffic calming. He acknowledged Strete are not satisfied with just the rumblestrip and roundels 
offered as a solution to speeding problems. He suggested representatives of the Council attend a HATOC meeting 
[Highways and Traffic Orders Committee] along with the relevant district and county councillors. This meeting 
hears matters of concern where local communities are ‘at odds’ with the DCC highways solution to their problems. 
The next HATOC meeting is on 18th October at 2.15pm in Exeter and JB will try to get this on the agenda.    
 
IC asked why speed bumps haven’t been offered as a solution. JB thought it might be down to noise or agricultural 
users but he would look into this. He also suggested Give Way signs might work whereby the people leaving the 
Village would have priority. There is a good example in Dartmouth on Milton Lane. DR observed people parking at 
the Totnes Road end of the Village created a natural chicane and traffic slowed down there.  
 
JB advised Councillors to state a preference for what they would like to see as calming measures; for instance, 
speed bumps, chicanes, or physical barriers. The removal of no-parking lines in West Charleton worked well as cars 
now park on the road and this slows traffic down. There is a prospect of a SCARF survey being done which would 
measure the typical speed on the highway. This is with the Highways Officer to progress. RC had engaged a 
contractor to do a traffic survey for the Neighborhood Plan so this approach could be deployed again. Finally, JB 
will try to get the Highways officer to visit Strete for a site meeting. The report was received. 
 
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT 
RF spoke briefly on the email problem which has now been sorted. Strete PC is now on the circulation list SHDC 
sends out for advice and the Cyber security specialist had inspected the scam emails.   
 
Interviews are taking place for the Adaptation Manager post responsible for implementation of policy on the 
Slapton Line Partnership [SLP]. This post will be funded to £50,000 over two years and will work with the South 
Devon AONB. RF recounted a number of interested parties in the SLP which include the Environment Agency, 
AONB, Natural England, The Field Studies Centre, Anthony Mangnall MP, and the local parishes of Stokenham, 
Slapton and Strete.  The MP is keen to keep the Line open if at all possible. Alan Denbigh is resigning as chairman 
and it is thought Roger English will replace him.  
 
The Monument was discussed briefly. PH has received drawings of the new site from Peter Chamberlain [DCC 
Environment Manager] and will start to draw up an agreement between the parishes to maintain the site once the 
Monument is relocated and landscaping has been completed. This will need to be done in consultation with the 
Field Studies Centre who owns the land.  
 
The next Coleridge Meeting is at 6.30 on Tuesday 20th July which is a meeting of the local parishes and includes on 
the agenda Climate Change and the Tour of Britain.  
 
The Waste Management contract is still being sorted out and there has been a third meeting with the contractor 
to resolve issues. The number of complaints has gone down from around 300 a day to now 60-odd a day but 
unfortunately COVID has affected the workforce and a number of people are isolating or ill. So, it may be some 
time before things eventually improve. It is planned for the Ivybridge depot to expand and this will allow more 
capacity. RC reported that Vicarage Lane and Severns now had their waste collected.  
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IC reported on motorhome users down on the Line. The sign at the centre carpark with ‘no motorhomes’ had been 
turned round so motorhomes were using the carpark. He noted that motorhome drivers were complaining that 
they had nowhere to park on the Line. RF replied that he would like to see a site for motorhomes so they could 
park up. IC asked if there would be space for them at Strete Gate once the monument was installed. RF thought 
not as the carpark isn’t likely to be extended.   
 
RC and LN had visited Fuge to see the two farmers [Philip Knight and Mark Wall]. The road was in a poor state and 
he had promised to speak with the Highways Officer and DCC to get the road fixed.  
 
Councillors spoke on the planning process and their unhappiness on the planning process and outcomes. JB 
confirmed that if an objection is lodged for a planning consultation the matter must go to RF as ward member. Any 
individual can lodge an objection not just the Parish Council. RF suggested the Parish email him if we are unsure 
about a planning matter and copy email him on the decisions made each month   The report was received.  
 

0721/1 APOLOGIES – Cllr Louise Newman (LN). 
 
0721/2 MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING HELD ON 17 June 2021 

The above minutes were AGREED as a true and correct record and were signed by the Chairman.   
 

0721/3 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
Parish Councillors were invited to declare any unregistered or other interest, including the nature and extent of 

such interests they may have in any items to be considered at this meeting. PH declared an interest in the 

discussion on Blindwells under planning matters to the extent that, as he is an adjacent resident to Blindwells, 

he had already previously objected to the proposals as a private citizen PH has no pecuniary interest in the 

development. 

0721/4     PLANNING & PLANNING MATTERS 

Planning applications consulted on. To discuss and respond to South Hams District Council on: 

2079/21/HHO Householder application for refurbishment of existing bungalow to include external works and 

modified openings. 53 Start Bay Park Strete TQ6 0RY. The Clerk had received comments from a neighbour on the 

proposed location of solar panels. These are reproduced here.  

 
However, there is one aspect of the plan which concerns me – the proposed solar panel array on the northern side 
of the garage roof. The proposal is for the array to be angled in a mirror image to the pitch of the roof in order to 
achieve a south-facing orientation. From my viewpoint, this will have a significant effect on the external 
appearance of the building and the amenity of the area – I would have a direct view of the underside of the panels 
and the supporting infrastructure which would be unsightly. With little information in the planning application 
documentation about the solar panels themselves I am also concerned about the possibility of light reflecting from 
the underside of the panels directly into my line of sight as I exit my back garden door. 
  
This seems a rather unusual configuration for roof mounted solar panels and certainly requires planning permission 
– not only, as already noted, because it does not minimise the effect on the external appearance of the building and 
the amenity of the area but also because, for the majority of its surface area, the array projects significantly more 
than 200mm from the roof slope. 
  
Surely, the more usual approach (as already adopted by numerous other properties within Start Bay Park) of 
attaching panels to the south-facing aspect of the roof would be more appropriate. This could be achieved as 
'permitted development' with no need to apply to the Local Planning Authority for planning permission. 

 

This had been circulated to all and was read out at the meeting as requested by the parishioner. Resolved: to 

comment that the Council agreed with the parishioner’s comments on the solar panels.  

 

1349/21/FUL Proposal for 3 outdoor heated swimming pools relating to the previously approved 3 residential 

dwellings [3400/18/FUL]. PH and RC updated the meeting on the background to the current application. This was 

originally a revision to an earlier application; subsequently it was decided a new application should be submitted 

for the three swimming pools. It was also noted the Construction Management Plan would be handled by Richard 
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Nicholson. RF promised to email Patrick Whymer [Head of Development Management Practice at SHDC] on this 

application as soon as he could. 

Three main concerns were discussed in connection with the application: 

a. That it is now proposed that the sewerage from the properties will now be pumped to link with a property on 

the Plat and approval had been secured for this ‘wayleave’. It is understood the property owner has NOT given 

permission for this to be done. 

b. RC felt local amenity would be affected by the potential noise from three swimming pools in close proximity. 

Other Councillors felt this might not be an issue. After some discussion RF confirmed that amenity could be an 

issue but planners would consider amenity in the round. So, for instance they would look at distance: is it over 

21 metres away; and light: would there be overlooking? 

c. There is a Tree Preservation Order [no 983] on the site. IC noted from the plans that the preserved trees did 

not appear to be distinguished as such and he wished to ensure the preservation order was adhered to. 

Resolved: to object as the addition of three swimming pools created an overdevelopment of the site and to 

include the two concerns [a. and c.] on sewerage and tree preservation as noted above. 

  

Other planning matters. Blindwells. RC noted the planning officer continued to await legal advice concerning the 

second home aspect of the development and to include criteria from the approved Neighbourhood Plan for Strete.  

Councillors noted that this advice has now been awaited for three consecutive meetings. 

Strete Lodge. SHDC had visited the site. The developer plans to instal solar panels which comprise permitted 

development and so no planning permission is required. Item closed 

Old Vicarage. RC had spoken with the site manager who provided email confirmation that the development was 

compliant with the height given in the approved planning application. Item closed. 

 
0721/5    UPDATES ON STANDING AGENDA ITEMS 

Road safety issues were discussed in the light of the recent Highways offer to refresh the rumblestrip and the 

speed roundels. The Highways officer had also promised to look into another SCARF survey. This is a joint DCC and 

Police response to local speed issues where a speed monitoring exercise is undertaken and local measures to 

combat speed are taken based on the findings. The last SCARF survey of Strete was in 2015.  JB suggested the 

Council reply with more ideas on road safety if Strete was unhappy with the proposals so far. Resolved: 

Councillors to email their preferences for road safety measures to PH and the Clerk so these can be collated. 

 

Slapton Line Partnership. PH had obtained the diagrams of the new setting for the monument from Peter 

Chamberlain. The Clerk will read back through the minutes for the Slapton Line Partnership and talk with KG on 

what was agreed for the cost-sharing arrangements. Resolved: a site visit to go ahead soon early evening and 

PH/the Clerk to arrange. The Field Studies Centre to be informed of the visit as the site is on their land.  

 

Poo bins. The Clerk confirmed a charge of £3/per collection. Resolved to accept this as a fortnightly service. 

 

Playpark. The Allianz report included a category A fault on the gates. This needed to be fixed within one month of 

the inspection on 29th June. IC wanted more information on the fault. Resolved the Clerk contact the localities 

officer to confirm what needed to be done. Councillors discussed the general state of the playpark. A number of 

areas needed attention and IC promised to draw up a list of works to do. GC is dealing with preserving the wood 

on the play equipment.  

 

The landing site for the air ambulance. A site up at Manor Farm had been identified some years ago. However, KG 

explained works were held up by certain stipulations by the contractor used by The Devon Air Ambulance to fit the 

landing lights. KG declined offers of assistance from councillors to progress this long outstanding matter. KG was 

requested to press ahead on progress with the site and report back. 
 

0721/6(a) FINANCE 

Five cheques were listed for payment on the agenda, invoices circulated before the meeting and invoices approved 

for payment at the meeting. 
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1781 – Grant to Citizens Advice Bureaux £50. 
Approved minute 0621/9d. 

1782 – Grant to Dartmouth Caring £50. 
Approved minute 0621/9d. 

1783 – Greenspace ONE cut June £101.90. 1784 – Clerk salary July £261. 

1785 – Strete Parish Hall hire meeting June £40.  

It was proposed and AGREED by all present to authorise the payments as enumerated above.  

0721/6(b) FINANCE 
The Clerk presented the monitoring statements for July 2021.  It was resolved the monitoring statements would 

be put on the website and the noticeboards. 

0721/6(c) FINANCE  

Cash at bank – £11,390.66CR Current account at 06/07/21, £10,298.41CR Business Reserve account at 06/07/21.  
 

0721/7 UPDATE ON CONTRACTS 
 PH had circulated a draft list of contracts before the meeting. Councillors asked for it to be recirculated and they 

would respond with comments. IC asked about the sweeping contract and whether this had been formally 
approved. RC thought it had. LN to contact John Gilbert to ensure the late summer cut fits in with the next sweep 
due in early August. IC to draw up a specification for the buddle hole work. 
 

0721/8   CLERK’S REPORT 
Report submitted before the meeting.  

Financial regulations. A paper was recirculated with the agenda to include amendments for the new contract 

limits of under £500, £500 to £5,000 and over £5,000. Resolved: to adopt the updated Financial Regulations.  

St Michaels PCC report. The Clerk attended a meeting on July 5th. After 31st July there would be no churchwardens 

and their duties will be shared among the PCC. The Clerk has volunteered to take over safeguarding 

responsibilities. The Church has a number of events planned over the summer.  These include a cream tea at Roger 

Sinnott’s place and a tour round Richard Soanes’ garden both on August 29th. Two concerts are planned with the 

musicians at the Laughing Monk. A fundraiser is booked at the Avenue Gardens Tea Hut on 8th September and a 

table at the coffee morning in the Hall on 24th July. The church is reviewing the maintenance of the churchyard to 

make it environmentally friendly.  

Updates on the Totnes Road.   

A. Poo bins. The extra poo bin is in hand with SHDC and KG. Councillors agreed fortnightly collection [0721/5].  

KG has a new spare bin which will be located by the Strete AONB sign and has the approval of the landowner.  

B. Right of Way diversion. The Clerk spoke with the Rights of Way officer about the proposal to divert the Right of 

Way [Strete No 2], which runs diagonally across a field, to the edges of the farmer’s field. This would cost around 

£2,000 to apply for and require consultation from walking groups and other stakeholders.  

C. Right of Way extension. The Clerk updated the meeting on a proposal to establish a right of way for walkers to 

use from the top gate of the farmer’s field to link up with the existing right of way. The Rights of Way officer 

advised this could be done again at a cost or the farmer could just permit people to walk across the field but would 

have to bear responsibility for any injury claims.  IC reported that the farmer didn’t wish to go ahead with either 

proposal to amend the existing right of way or extend the right of way from the top gate. This was noted.  

D. Signs. The Clerk has asked for the existing footpath signs on the entrance to be refreshed. This was noted. 

Signage and removal of tourism signs on junction Totnes Road and A379.  After the last meeting the Clerk 

contacted the Highways officer [LE] to request the tourism signs be removed. LE has replied to say she can tape 

them off but will not replace the entire sign. For information. 

The Pub approached the Clerk with a request for publicity signage. Again, this has been run past Highways. They 
will consider tourist signs but not individual permanent signs. SHDC planners can advise as well on the signs but 
this will be in the location of the pub instead of on the highway. For information. The report was received.  
 

0721/9 CHAIR’S REPORT 
Report submitted before the meeting.  
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Malcolm Hollis. Councillors were saddened to learn of the recent passing of Malcolm Hollis. Malcolm had served 
as a Parish Councillor and Chairman for many years and had been a good friend to the Community. On behalf of 
the residents of Strete, the PC wrote to the family expressing our condolences and despatched a potted bay tree 
as a mark of our respect and thanks for his contributions to the village.  
 
Tour of Britain Devon Stage. The PC has a little more information about timings and traffic through the village.  
Currently, the cyclists are expected to pass through Strete between 12 noon and 1pm on Monday 6th September, 
although timings are subject to confirmation.  
To facilitate safe passage of the race, a clearway through the village from Glen Cottage to Hynetown Road will be 
enforced between 0930 and 1430. Signs will be put up on the highway one week ahead of the race to make it clear 
that a clearway will be in place. Any vehicles parked illegally within the clearway, that pose a risk to the race, will 
be removed by a recovery vehicle that travels in advance of the race.  
On the day, the route up from Blackpool Sands and then through to Strete Gate will be the subject of a rolling road 
block as the race passes. The PC has been asked to assist the organisers in advance of the race to make residents 
aware that there is a clearway in place on Monday 6th September.  
Also: -  

• Walk along the route and door knock to residents who usually park on the route to ask them to please 
move their vehicle until the race has passed. The PC may be able to make additional parking space 
available to facilitate this  

• Advise If there are any vehicles that have been parked for long periods or abandoned on the route.  

• Provide a designated contact in advance of the race and on the day (Ralph)  

• Advise if there are any issues that arise in advance of the race or on the day itself which would pose a 
hazard, e.g., a farmer cutting a hawthorn hedge or excess debris.  

 
On a lighter note, promotional materials and flags have been ordered for wide distribution through the village and 
are expected to arrive in August. It is hoped that residents will make the most of this opportunity to show off our 
beautiful village to our biking visitors. Resolved the Clerk to request permission from the Church to use their 
carpark overnight to park cars off the road. RC is the volunteer steward and he will ensure a clearway is in place 
for the race beforehand and be in contact with the Tour of Britain control on the local situation before and on 
the morning of the race. 
 
HM The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Anniversary. In the Spring of 2022, HM the Queen will celebrate 70 years on 
the throne with her Platinum Jubilee. A series of National Events are planned to be held: the Spring Bank holiday 
will be moved to Thursday 2nd June and an additional Bank Holiday will be granted for Friday 3rd, resulting in a 4-
day Holiday weekend of celebration. Various events are being planned nationally, including:  

• Thursday 2nd Trooping the Colour in London and Beacon lighting nationwide  

• Friday 3rd Service at St Pauls  

• Saturday 4th Derby Day at Epsom and a Platinum party at Buckingham Palace with members of the public 
present (a ballot is to be held)  

• Sunday 5th Big lunch/street parties – some sort of meal with neighbours across the country is being 
encouraged.  

 
The PC has been approached by St Michael’s Church, who would wish to have a service and plant a 
commemorative tree in the village. Councillors need to discuss these matters and formulate a plan of action.KG 
has been approached by Bruno Peek to light the beacon at Manor Farm in celebration. KG to provide more 
information on this nearer the time. 
DH noted the Parish Hall committee wondered if the Parish Council could oversee arrangements for the 
celebration. Councillors felt the village is small and it might be better if the main groups [say Parish Hall, Council, 
Church and Pub for instance] got together to organise the jubilee celebrations. Resolved DH to ask the Parish Hall 
committee if they would consider combining their planned Village Day in June 2022 with the jubilee events that 
month. The Clerk to confirm with the Church what they would like to do to mark the celebration and what they 
would like the Council to contribute if a joint memorial service is planned. 
 
Proposed relocation of the Slapton Line Memorial. Prior to the Coronavirus Pandemic, it had been proposed and 
agreed in principle at the Slapton Line Partnership that the Memorial presented by the US Army (currently located 
in the middle car park at Slapton Line) be relocated to a new site at Strete Gate. This is because the current site is 
now deemed under threat from coastal erosion and so a site was proposed on land owned by the Field Studies 
Council adjacent to Strete Gate car park.  
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The cost of relocation will be borne by the County, and funds to cover the relocation cost are set aside. However, 
arrangements for ongoing maintenance of the area need to be agreed between the relevant Parish Councils, and 
Strete PC had volunteered to lead and draft a suitable agreement.  
The project was put on the back burner due to the Pandemic and little has happened to progress matters. 
However, the PC has now received a copy of the proposed design drawing which will form the basis of the 
agreement, and it is hoped that we may now be able to make some progress with drafting.  
 
Waste Collections. Difficulties persist. We are told that teething troubles are continuing to be experienced due to 
an underestimation of the necessary resources by the contractor and difficulties in recruiting HGV drivers. Cllr Foss 
has told us that SHDC is throwing great effort into working with the contractor to smooth out issues. Meantime, 
conversion of more householders to the new system of boxes and bags has been suspended until the present 
rollout householders have a reliable smooth system.  
 
Coronavirus Pandemic. The 19th July approaches and it seems that plans for the final ‘unlocking’ of the pandemic 
measures are going to go ahead. Meanwhile, cases of the Delta variant are still on the rise in Devon. In the week 
2nd to 8th July there were 206 confirmed cases in the South Hams, up 71 on the previous week, whereas just one 
month ago in mid-June there were just 15.  
However, 87% of adults in the South Hams have had one dose of vaccine, and 70% are ‘double jabbed’, and the 
vaccination programme to vaccinate all over 18s is continuing. It is clear that the pandemic is not over, and we will 
all need to adhere to advice regarding ongoing precautions, even if it is no longer legally enforced.  
In Strete, the NHS Testing van is visiting on Monday afternoons in the Parish Church Car Park and will offer advice 
on testing to everyone who turns up.  The Chair’s report was received. 
 

0721/10 CLIMATE CHANGE EMERGENCY 
PH noted a parishioner was very active in this area and he hoped he would be involved in a Parish working group. 
 

0721/11 COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS 
 Reports had been circulated prior to the meeting.  

PH. This report was given under 0721/9. PH noted the small buses used by Stagecoach couldn’t take all 
passengers meaning some were stranded. Resolved: to feed back this comment to Stagecoach.  
 
KG. Slapton Line Partnership. Thank you, Peter, for contacting Peter Chamberlain. I have since seen and spoken to 
Alan Denbigh who tells me that Roger English is likely to be taking up his baton [as Chair of the Slapton Line 
Partnership]. Strete Gate. Recently on one of my regular twice daily visits to Strete Gate car park I spoke with one 
of the enforcement monitoring officers about overnight parking/sleeping. He told me that one night he gave out 
over a dozen penalty tickets.  
On my visit last night, I was approached by someone who was already parked with a campervan in the car park. I 
advised him on the subject of penalty tickets – so he moved to - down by the wall. I have had a lot of comments 
about people walking along the road on Slapton Line. ‘The Clearway sign as I understand indicates it is a road on 
which it is illegal to stop on the main carriageway for any reason except in an emergency.’ I’m wondering if 
something can be done to emphasise the danger to walkers/runners and even cyclists, many of whom have 
earphones playing ‘music’, so their hearing is impaired. 
 
LN.  Roads: hedges, litter and local transport. Ralph Clark and I have a meeting scheduled for Thursday with Philip 
Knight and Mark Wall to discuss the Fuge road. Some of the hedges are getting rather overgrown and it may be 
necessary to arrange for John Gilbert to do an interim cut. There is a small patch of Japanese knotweed on the 
verge at Matts point. RC felt the highways officer needed to see the photographs from this site visit. He will price 
up a sweep from Fuge to Orestone and include hedge cutting. Once the road is clean Highways can patch the 
damage. He confirmed the farmers did clean the road but the mechanical sweeper wasn’t terribly effective.  
 
DR. Health and safety, Parish Hall liaison and Kings Arms liaison. Monthly checks of the defibrillator continue and 
its availability reported to the South West Ambulance Service. 
Dog and waste bins continue to be emptied regularly without issue. 
At a recent meeting of the village Hall committee, recent works carried out on the Hall which have included the 
treatment of dry rot in the roof, removal of the faulty entrance porch to the south facing wall and installation of a 
new fire door, and the refurbishment and cladding of the same wall, creation of a ramp access, fitting of new 
safety flooring in the kitchen, hallway and rear store, creation of a new serving hatch for a bar servery for the rear 
room, redecoration of many of the public areas. 
It was discussed that a new approach is needed to try and attract more business to the Hall. Quotes have been 
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received for better external signage to create better awareness, and the creation of a new hall website is being 
considered. Forthcoming events include a coffee morning with stalls on Saturday 24th July and a Village BBQ with 
bar and music to be held on Saturday 18th September. 
The Kings Arms seems to be growing in popularity. The arrival of a new chef and the excellent front of house team 
means that we are able to offer a food service on five days a week (Wed – Sun), and bar service every day of the 
week. Events planned at the pub have been very well supported, and a number are planned for the rest of this 
month to include a guest chef night, beer festival and special fish and chip Friday at the end of the month. 
As has been widely reported staffing in the hospitality industry is suffering badly and the Kings Arms is no 
different. A community pub relies heavily on volunteer staff covering the odd shift if only for a few hours. So 
please if you or anybody that you know may want to help out do, please contact Lisa at the pub. It’s actually quite 
good fun! 
 
IC. Rights of Way, Tree warden, Strete Gate and Playpark. Trees. Not very much to report on tree issues, except, 
unfortunately, there are now several Ash trees in the Strete Gate picnic area, that are now ailing with Ash Dieback. 
The three at the end of the carpark are still OK. I think that there may be tree issues to watch out for, when 
"Blindwells" work 'kicks off'...!! 
Rights of Way. Heavy overgrowth on most footpaths etc, but some have been attended to, bridleways especially. 
The idea of changing the course of the Strete-to-Fuge footpath has been dropped, possibly the mention of the 
£2,000 fee may have had a hand in that...?! 
Strete Gate has been, and is about to be, extremely busy. Lots of 'fines' dished out, many disgruntled holiday 
makers, and a few locals. The current plan for this area, I think, needs re-visiting/adjusting. STILL no work to re-
instate the access steps...Disappointing...!! 
Playpark...last, but NOT least...!! I have two reports of "faults" that need attending to, and I have 'visited' most of 
these problems. IC observed he was experienced with risk assessment and weighed up the works which needed 
attention from those which are less immediate and can be dealt with in due course.  
 
RC. Planning and Neighbourhood Plan, road maintenance including sweeping. Neighbourhood Plan Report – July 

2021. Following approval by Parish Council members at the last meeting to proceed with amending the NP as 

proposed, the NP amendment has been formally accepted by SHDC for consultation. 

Documentation has been emailed to all regulatory and non-regulatory consultees for comment. 
The consultation period is six weeks commencing at 09:00 on 05/07/2021 and closing at 12:00 on 15/08/2021. 
Notices have also been placed in the Village notice boards. Photographs have been taken as evidence for the 
Examiner as requested by Duncan. There is no requirement to letter drop each property on the matter. As an 
alternative, I propose to email everyone in the village email listing to make them aware.  
 
GC. Village Green, Prideaux Lane, campervans and carparks, social care and Slapton Line partnership.  The 
Village field is due a cut, Greenspace are a few days late as they had to isolate after contact with Covid at The 
Devon Show. The plantation has become heavily overgrown this spring/summer, as grass and bracken growth has 
been prodigious this year. We need to clear it as the trees are being choked. Keith Ellis might be able to do it; he 
will let us know. If not, then we might need to have a work morning to deal with it. I will assess how long a job it is.  
The dog poo bin at the field got to overflowing but SHDC responded quickly. Resolved GC to speak with Highways 
on the severity of the recent cut to the verges. Resolved DR and IC deal with the plantation once the bird nesting 
season was finished and the buddleia had died back. Reports were received.  
 

0721/12    CORRESPONDENCE 

The Council is owed a response to its letter of 12th May on council tax; in particular on the state of the roads from 
the SHDC Corporate Director for Strategic Finance. The Council is owed a response to its letter of 11th March to 
Devon County Council Meg Booth, the Chief Officer for Highways, Infrastructure Development and Waste, on 
Council tax.  
 

0721/13    OTHER BUSINESS 

Benches. Chris Ellis is still working on some of the benches and the timber had arrived today.  

 

0721/14    DATE OF NEXT MEETING:   if business requires, Thursday 19th August 2021 otherwise Thursday 16th September. 
Venue in the Parish Hall unless otherwise advised. THE MEETING WAS CLOSED at 9. 45 p.m. 
  

Signed: Cllr Peter Hales (Chair) Dated: ........................................................................................ 16th SEPTEMBER 2021 


