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DRAFT unofficial account of a meeting held in Strete on the Slapton Line 19th May 2022.  

Attendees: Anthony Mangnall MP, Roger English AONB, Julian Brazil County Councillor, Richard Foss 

District Councillor, Strete Parish Councillors, parishioners of Strete. 

Anthony [The MP] attended to speak on the Slapton Line and address any questions. He has 

undertaken a number of meetings with local groups concerned about the future of the Line. There is 

a two-year adaptation project which is currently in progress to gather data and make 

recommendations on the future status of the Line. Roger was on hand to answer questions on the 

adaptation project and is chair of the Slapton Line Partnership which runs the adaptation 

partnership. The district and county councillors are members of the Slapton Line Partnership which 

runs the adaptation project. Two of the Strete Councillors are also members and the Chair attends. 

Background. 

The Slapton Line has seen damage over time especially since 2000. The closure of the Line meant 

diversion routes through back roads and inconvenience to travellers. It also has an economic impact 

on the Villages in the locality. There is a cultural impact where the villages are cut off or become 

termini for the A379.  

The last major breach in 2018 saw the road closed for several months. Central government funding 

was secured by the then MP to fix the road. The road was moved back from the beach toward the 

Ley which is a protected area and run by the Whitley Trust through the Field Studies Council. The 

district and county councillors have organised an emergency buffer operation which is put in place 

when the sea threatens to breach the Line. This uses rock armour to break the force of the waves. 

Current position. 

Short-term plan. South Hams District Council is putting together a short-term plan to respond to the 

immediate crisis if part of the road is washed away. This will set out arrangements for a contingency 

to cover repairs. Natural England has now agreed to the use of some rock armour to bolster weak 

points along the Line. The report will provide costings for the MP to take to parliament.  It will need 

central government funding to repair the road. The report is expected by the MP by the end of June 

[5th July at latest].  

Long-term plan. There is also a long-term plan taking ideas from the work done at Beesands to 

improve sea defences. This will require engineers to review the site, down to the sea and whether 

new technology can be used to improve defences. A contingency plan will be devised for the back 

roads as part of this.  

The adaptation project will consider options to use alternate routes as well as the Line itself. One 

aim is to adapt back routes so these can take more traffic if the Line is breached. The adaptation 

manager is currently collecting data and talking to interested parties [stakeholders] on all aspects of 

the future of the Line and how to adapt to that future. The MP would like to focus on the 

maintenance of the current Line for as long as possible and he aims to get money to keep the Line 

going. 

The aim is to have defences in place before the next storm season i.e. autumn 2022 at latest.  

Audience comments 
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The back roads are not an alternative to the Line itself. A number of reasons were given for this 

which included they were narrow, unfamiliar to tourists and would need to be upgraded to 

accommodate the extra traffic. 

It was mentioned that the emergency services at Tor Cross [first responder] would struggle to attend 

incidents if the Line was closed. 

Volume of traffic on the Line. This had not been measured since before COVID but the adaptation 

manager will look at traffic count data and modelling of traffic as part of his work. 

The economic and social costs of losing the Line. These were not yet known. Dan Field at South 

Hams is looking at the costs of losing the road and the economic impact of this in the area.  One 

figure of £30m was cited  but it was confirmed this reflected the management of the beach area 

only. A toll road was mentioned and it was felt if this was practicable it should not apply to locals. 

The district councillor observed that Dartmouth and Kingsbridge were now very interested in the 

impact of the loss of the Line on their economies and were involved in the adaptation project. 

Deployment of rock armour along the Line. The cost of this was estimated at between £40m and 

£60m. it was used effectively in the west of Ireland. The district and county councillors were 

complimented for their work in protecting the Line with rock armour. It was felt Natural England had 

moved slightly on their prohibition on the use of armour along the Line but could be persuaded to 

allow more installation. The district councillor will ask his contractor who deals with the rock armour 

for a quote to place rock armour at the ‘pinch points’ along the Line. 

The SSSI and protected status. The SSSI protected status of the [shingle and Ley] environment along 

the Line has curtailed any improvements. However the MP referred to a number of SSSI which have 

been improved artificially. He will send a list to the Council. Some attendees observed the shingle 

along Start Bay was mobile and could disappear from one side of the Bay to another fairly quickly.  

Interested parties and the Line. The county councillor observed the Trust responsible for the Ley will 

not allow the road to be moved and further inland. So the district and county councils are 

constrained by this position. Natural England are not keen on any changes that will affect the SSSI.  

Historical importance of the Line. The Line hosts the memorial and the tank at Torcross. The 

memorial will be moved to next to the carpark at Strete Gate.  

Can the community help? Yes, by publicity and keeping the profile of the Line in the mind of the 

public.  

  

 


