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STRETE PARISH COUNCIL 
Clerk:  Mrs Helen Darch 

Homer Park, Strete, Dartmouth TQ6 0SJ    streteClerk@gmail.com      01803 770018      www.strete.org.uk  
 

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF STRETE PARISH COUNCIL (PC) 
HELD AT STRETE PARISH HALL ON THURSDAY 16th SEPTEMBER 2021 AT 7.00 PM  

PRESENT 
Cllr Peter Hales (PH) (Chairman); Cllr Kate Gill (KG); Cllr Ralph Clark (RC); Cllr Ian Cumberlidge (IC); Cllr David 
Rothwell (DR); Cllr Graham Campbell (GC); Mrs. Helen Darch {Clerk}; three parishioners in person. 
 
PUBLIC FORUM 
Toby Russell of the Devon Air Ambulance Trust [DAAT] attended to explain how the air ambulance night landing 
scheme worked. KG had decided to withdraw her offer of Manor Farm as a landing site and this meant the Village 
would be able to consider another suitable site. The role of DAAT is to work with communities on identifying 
suitable sites, including negotiation with landowners, and installing the lighting to make them safe for night 
operations. Hours of operation now extend to 2am each morning.  
 
Toby outlined the specification for the site to be operational and observed that ideal sites were recreation grounds 
as these were usually well-maintained and often had good lighting as well. A good example is the site at Stoke 
Fleming on the recreation ground.  
 
The landing site should be on a 50m2 space [or half a football pitch] to comply with CAA operational and safety 
requirements. The site should be on flat land, fairly close to the village and preference is for sport, grass or silage 
use rather than where animals are routinely kept. The site is a community asset so it is not owned by DAAT but 
looked after by the community [parish council] so this is a long-term commitment.  
 
The level of lighting needed must be sufficient to illuminate the air ambulance and any backup vehicles that 
attend an incident. Also, lighting must be enough to allow the incident to be dealt with which includes loading, 
unloading and carrying kit to the scene. Where lighting is installed, this is usually a single 10 ft high column with 
lights on top in a ‘T’ formation. Toby confirmed this is similar to a standard streetlight in an urban area. The lights 
are switched on remotely when the helicopter approaches the site. The specification for the lighting is a single 
phase 300 w LED.  
 
Costs were briefly discussed. Any labour costs are offset by monies the DAAT has received from central 
government [LIBOR fines]. Capital costs will be around £2.8k typically and cover the lighting system including 
cables and the column. These are borne by the local community but fundraising and grants can alleviate [some of] 
the cost. KG later informed the meeting she has £1,010.47 raised in 2017 which would go toward the project. Toby 
confirmed in an email on 19th September that the Parish Council should hold this money and disburse it against the 
project costs.  Resolved the council discuss this as on the agenda and let Toby know the outcome.  
 
Three parishioners attended but declined to speak.  
 
COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT 
There was no County Councillor report. 
 
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT 
RF sent a report by email. Firstly, I am waiting for the officer to come back to me on Blindwells I understand your 
frustration. The main topic of conversation of course is the recycling and refuse collection or lack of it. 
I am as frustrated as you after all I am dealing with complaints for my 6 parishes I represent and beyond, I can only 
apologise but assure you that I am doing all I can in an impossible situation to which there are no easy answers, not 
only have FCC let us all down very badly but there is also the well-publicised lack of HGV drivers and the fact that 
golden hellos are being offered left right and centre. There are moves going on in the background that at this time I 
will not discuss other than we know things will have to change. 
 
In answer to the residents and others about bringing the service back in hand I do not think who ever does this 
service there is still the national element that we have no control over. 
 

0921/1 APOLOGIES – Cllr Louise Newman (LN) ; Cllr Richard Foss, District Councillor, Allington & Strete Ward (RF) ; Cllr 
Julian Brazil, County Councillor, Kingsbridge Division (JB). 
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0921/2 MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING HELD ON 15 July 2021 

The above minutes were AGREED as a true and correct record and were signed by the Chairman.   
 

0921/3 MINUTES OF AN EXTRAORDINARY MEETING HELD ON 17TH August 2021 
 The meeting received and adopted the minute of an extraordinary meeting on August 17th to approve the use of 

two carpark spaces at Strete Gate as refreshment stations for the Iron man Challenge on Sunday 19th September.  
 

0921/4 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
Parish Councillors were invited to declare any unregistered or other interest, including the nature and extent of 
such interests they may have in any items to be considered at this meeting. PH noted that if Blindwells was 
discussed he would declare an interest. To the extent that as he is an adjacent resident to Blindwells he had 
already previously objected to the proposals as a private citizen. PH has no pecuniary interest in the 
development. 

0921/5     PLANNING & PLANNING MATTERS 
Planning applications consulted on. To discuss and respond to South Hams District Council on: 
2875/21/HHO. (Revised plans) Householder application for new ancillary extension over existing garage with 
associated ramp & landscaping works (resubmission of 1518/21/HHO). Blue Horizon Strete TQ6 0RH. Resolved: to 
support the application.  
 
Two planning applications were received and decided under delegated powers during August when the Council 
didn’t meet. It was resolved to record decisions to support on 2683/21/HHO 51 Start Bay Park and 2079/21/HHO 
53 Start Bay Park which was a resubmission of an earlier application heard in July 2021 [minute 0721/4].  
 
Other planning matters. Blindwells. RC noted the issue of permission for a wayleave through to the Plat for 
sewage remained unresolved from July 2021 [minute 0721/4]. He emailed SHDC planners on the 16th September 
to ask an update on the 2nd home aspect and the sewage disposal route [1349/21/FUL]. He noted these plans 
referred to a hedge between the site and the next-door property which was not the case. There is a s106 on the 
development in application 2954/20/VAR which must be paid over by the date of development [25th September 
2021 as the decision notice] and must be used against certain sites in the village [Strete Playpark, Village Green, 
Blackbird Wood]. 
 
Enforcement and other matters. There was recent discussion between neighbours over a fence which was 
deemed unsightly and may need planning permission. This was being resolved. An enforcement was raised.  
 
Memorandum of Understanding [MOU]. SHDC had issued a draft MOU to govern its relationship with parishes on 
planning matters. The Clerk had confirmed with SHDC that Srete PC could respond after 21st October. 
 

0921/6    UPDATES ON STANDING AGENDA ITEMS 
Council targets agreed for 2021/22 year.  

No Project Target Resolved - latest 
1 Night Landing Site for Air Ambulance. Operational by May ‘22 Resolved: KG will give 

£1,010.47 raised to go 
toward any new site in 
Strete for the air 
ambulance. Councillors 
discussed sites.  

2 Enhanced vehicle Speed Control measures in 
the village. 

Operational by May ‘22 Ongoing discussion with 
DCC. Councillors discussed a 
variety of speed-abatement 
measures. Resolved to 
approve PH’s paper on 
speed problems in the 
village. This will be 
presented by PH and RC at 
the South Hams HATOC 
meeting on 15th October. 
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Resolved RC to obtain 5 
20MPH signs at £4 each to 
place around the village  

3 Raise Awareness of any forthcoming Green 
Grants for domestic heating, insulation etc. 

When grants are available Drop-in event in Village Hall 
as COVID rules permit. CAB 
to talk on green grants. 
Ongoing.  

4 Secure electric vehicle public charging facility in 
the village. 

Operational by May ‘22 Mark Hildyard [freeholder of 
the pub] has offered land 
and some money toward an 
electric vehicle charging 
facility. He has asked the 
Pub leaseholder to 
contribute. Noted. 

5 Identify sites for tree planting in the village. Plant trees in winter 21/22 The PC to identify sites 
around the village to 
enhance green 
sustainability. To identify 
where a Platinum Jubilee 
commemorative tree might 
be planted. IC commented 
on the difficulty of getting 
sites for trees in the Village. 
Ongoing.  

6 Agree and sign up to an Action Statement 
on the Climate Change Emergency. 

August 21 Meeting Councillors observed 
small communities were 
finding adoption of a 
climate change 
statement challenging. 
PH was putting together 
a mailshot to the Village. 
Ongoing. 

 
Strete Gate. IC reported briefly. The middle carpark barrier had worked well to exclude large vehicles until it was 
broken.  Camper vans tried to use Strete Gate carpark despite limited facilities. On balance he believed 2021 was a 
better season than last year and the measures adopted by SHDC appeared to work. GC felt there were fewer 
visitors this year and so less strain on facilities. 
 
Slapton Line Partnership. The next meeting is on October 12th when Anthony Mangnall MP and Judy Pearce of 
SHDC will attend. This was seen as a positive development and a sign that government action may be taken.  
 
Waste Collection. Problems remain with the green garden waste. The contractor had ceased collection of this 
from August 16th originally for four weeks to concentrate on sorting the problems with the domestic waste and 
recycling service. SHDC Executive on 16th September extended this suspension to 14th October. RC had suggested a 
green skip to RF. DR wondered if the Village could engage a skip service in the interim.  
 
Poo bins. The bin for the new site by the village sign and recycling area is ready to instal and IC will deal with this. 
 
Playpark. IC reported there is a rotten post which will need to be replaced with a tanalised 8–9-inch post. Some of 
the equipment needed attention and anti-rust treatment. The climbing frames can be treated with a wire brush 
and hammerite applied. The chains were sound. A hinge on the access gate on the Hynetown side needs 
replacement and IC will do this. Gardens on the Hynetown side have overgrown into the park and need to be cut 
back. GC has done wood preservation. Any paint used should be anti-slip suitable for children to use. Resolved The 
Clerk would contact the localities officer [Simon Smith] to confirm suitable paint for the play equipment.  
 

0921/7(a) FINANCE 
Nine cheques were listed for payment on the agenda, invoices circulated before the meeting and invoices 
approved for payment at the meeting. Another invoice was presented at the meeting and a cheque was raised 
at the meeting [Cheque 1795]. 
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1786 – Clerk salary August £261. 
 

1787 – Clerk salary September £266.25. Includes 
annual increment on pay scale to £10.65/hr. 

1788 – Greenspace July two cuts £203.80. 1789 – Greenspace August two cuts £203.80. 

1790 – Brooking Hire August sweep plus Fuge 
Road £530 plus VAT. 

1791 – John Gilbert hedge trim (Visibility splays) 
£110 plus VAT. 

1792 – Strete Parish Hall July hire £40. 
 

1793 – Chris Ellis bench repairs as contract 
£1,246.50 plus additional repairs agreed £65 
total £1,311,50. 

1794 – Chris Ellis strimming around benches 
and bus stops £125. 

1795 – Ms Juliet Collins cost of materials to 
make display for Tour of Britain. £35.72. 

It was proposed and AGREED by all present to authorise the payments as enumerated above.  

0921/7(b) FINANCE 
The Clerk presented the monitoring statements for September 2021.  It was resolved the monitoring statements 
would be put on the website and the noticeboards. 

0921/7(c) FINANCE  
Cash at bank – £10, 887.76CR Current account at 06/09/21, £10,298.58CR Business Reserve account at 06/09/21.  
 

0921/7(d) FINANCE  
Budgets would be discussed next month for any revisions. A budget for the air ambulance would be added.  
 

0921/8 UPDATE ON CONTRACTS 
 IC asked to declare an interest in the Buddle hole contract which was discussed. He explained the works now being 

done relate to old and neglected drainage works, many by DCC. He confirmed he would draw up a contract and a 
map of the drainage sites. IC to draw up a specification for the buddle hole work. 

 
0921/9     MONUMENT 

In August PH circulated drafts of a contract for maintenance of the monument and the garden site by the Strete 
Gate carpark once the monument had been moved there. This contract would be agreed between the parishes 
and the Field Studies Centre. Resolved the Clerk to send Draft no 2 to the Field Studies Council and arrange a 
meeting with them to discuss arrangements as the site is on their land. 
 

0921/10   WALL AT MAGNOLIA COTTAGE 
The Clerk updated the meeting on the ongoing wall issue. This was first raised in December 2019 when the 
householder asked confirmation on responsibility for the wall which showed signs of loose stones. The wall runs 
along the slip between Start Bay Park and Vicarage Lane. DCC had not responded to confirm who was responsible.  
IC visited the site and inspected the wall. It was not felt to be dangerous but he recommended the householder 
carefully remove ivy and growth from the wall. Resolved: The Council would ask a contractor to quote to do 
drystone walling. There would be no offer of council funding at this stage. 
 

0921/11   CLERK’S REPORT 
Report submitted before the meeting.  
Standing Orders. The only changes made are to Section 18 Controls and procurement. These have been updated 
to reflect the latest contract limits agreed in financial regulations and the current procurement rules post Brexit. 
Financial Regulations already include delegation for cheque signing in Regulation 5.2.7. Resolved to adopt.  

Updated Code of Conduct. This is the councillor code which contains the Seven Principles of Public Life also known 
as the Nolan Principles. It was adopted in July 2021 by SHDC and it forms the basis for our PC code of conduct 
which is based on its predecessor and adopted in 2012. The rules were updated by SHDC in July to include 
concerns over behaviour in the public sector which the Monitoring officer wrote out to parishes on in March this 
year. The Local Government Association Model Code of Conduct [produced by the Committee for Standards in 
Public Life] was incorporated into the existing SHDC Code. Resolved to adopt.  

Afghan refugee crisis. The Clerk was contacted by a parishioner to ask whether the Council would organise a 
collection of supplies for refugees when they arrive in the UK. The Clerk asked DCC’s refugee unit who said they 
would only take supplies when they knew where people were being resettled. St Michaels will accept and keep any 
donations of materials on their premises. The Salvation Army and care4Calais collect donations specifically for this 
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crisis. GC has contacted these agencies who confirmed they did not want any more donations for the moment. It 
was resolved the Council would keep an eye on what need emerged before we acted.  

Banking. The Clerk has been using Lloyds online banking for her locum work and this works well. It is easy to use 
and the authorisation protocols can be easily set up. Resolved to report next month. 

Pay rise and review. The Clerk met with PH and LN in late July to discuss personnel matters. One target agreed is 
to keep the contract management programme updated. Another is to focus on the targets set in June for the year. 
It was agreed that CILCA training could be undertaken. This is a useful qualification as it confers on the Council the 
General Power of Competence [Localism Act 2011 ss1-6] which gives Councils general powers to act provided this 
is within the law. The cost is £710 in two parts: one is registration with the SLCC and the other is the training. The 
cost, it has been agreed, will be split with the Council. The course takes about 7 months from October 2021 and is 
online seminars plus a portfolio of work assignments. The Clerk has gone up from SCP 7 to SCP 8 £10.65/hr. This 
was approved, details of the cost sharing to be finalised. 

St Michaels PCC. Didn’t meet over the summer. Due to meet on 22nd September when the Clerk will report back. 

Village pump. This is on unadopted land. It was tidied up in 2007/8 and plans were drawn up to register the land it 
stands on. So far nothing has resulted from that. There is also interest in that land for electric vehicle chargers so a 
decision needs to be made on what is done with the land. This was noted. The report was received.  

0921/12 CHAIR’S REPORT 
Report submitted before the meeting.  
Since there was no regular Parish Council meeting in August, some of my remarks will date back to July. 
 
Tony Crawford Unfortunately, this summer has seen the passing of yet another PC stalwart. In mid-July the PC was 
deeply saddened to hear the news of Tony’s passing. His long service as councillor and Chair of the Parish Council 
was sorely missed when he stepped down in mid-2015. On behalf of the residents of Strete, the PC wrote to the 
family expressing our condolences.  
 
Tour of Britain Devon Stage Cycle Race. Promised promotional materials were duly received and the event took 
place in blazing sunshine as planned on 6th September. St Michael’s Church kindly agreed to the temporary use of 
the Church Car Park for resident’s vehicles overnight on Sunday 5th. Thanks to all residents who helped out and 
especially to those who normally park on the A379 for removing their vehicles from the route for the day. Special 
thanks are also due to farmer Phillip Knight and the Landowner for permitting the use of a meadow at Frogmore as 
a temporary car park, a measure which proved to be much appreciated by visitors. I was struck by the large 
number of spectators who chose to come to our village to view the race. Afterwards, many stayed on to enjoy a 
drink and a snack in the sunshine at the Kings Arms and I overheard a large number of complimentary remarks 
about the village (and the pub!). Many thanks to Lisa and the staff who came in to help present the village in the 
best light. Thanks also to resident artist Juliet Collins who put the village on the map by creating an innovative art 
installation on the Village Green in the form of a sustainable cyclist constructed from recycled materials (visible by 
drone from above) which was entered into the Cycle Race art competition. We await the outcome!  
 
Bus Consultation by Devon County in March, the government announced a new National Bus Strategy - Bus back 
better - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk). Alongside the delivery of this strategy, Devon County Council have committed to 
working with our local bus operators to form an Enhanced Partnership by April 2022, and to writing a joint Bus 
Service Improvement Plan by October 2021. At the end of July, the PC was canvassed by DCC for its views on local 
bus services. The PC provided a written response, lobbying for greater flexibility and shorter routes thus allowing 
for better frequency intervals, the extension of the Dartmouth town service to the outlying villages and a more 
modern (and hence less polluting) fleet to be assigned to country routes and not just towns. We await sight of the 
Improvement Plan.  
 
Coleridge Meeting County Councillor Julian Brazil called an informal Zoom meeting for 20th July which was 
attended by a number of PCs in Julian’s constituency (known as the Coleridge Meeting) to discuss issues which are 
of shared interest across PCs. It included a presentation from Simon Oldridge from Staverton PC representing 
‘Sustainable South Hams’, which is a pressure group aiming to push the sustainability message across 
communities. The meeting also included items on the Bike Race (see above) and planning issues, which were fed 
back to Councillors. It is clear that Strete is not alone in voicing concern about the inconsistencies in some recent 
SHDC planning decisions, nor are we the only PC struggling to respond to the wave of information being produced 
concerning sustainability and environmental matters.  
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Road Maintenance Over the summer. Some progress has been made with road maintenance issues surrounding 
maintenance of the by-ways in the Fuge area. Following discussions with the local farmers, a photographic survey 
of damage was carried out together with a mechanical sweep of debris to expose areas requiring maintenance. 
The PC is now in discussion with Devon Highways to have remedial work carried out.  
 
Road Safety. Despite continued lobbying, we have been unable to make progress with getting the attention of 
Devon Highways, regarding the PC’s concerns about speeding and road safety in the village, and in particular at the 
Totnes Road entrance. At the July PC meeting and the subsequent Coleridge meeting (see above), we have 
therefore appealed to our local County Councillor Julian Brazil for help. He has agreed to make our case to the 
Highways and Traffic Orders Committee (HATOC) at the South Hams area meeting in October if we will support 
him on the day. The PC will need to decide upon which traffic calming option it wishes to press for at this site – 
speed bumps, lane restriction or chicane, bearing in mind that it is used by heavy vehicles, a variety of agricultural 
machinery and is a secondary bus route when buses are on diversion. 
HM The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Anniversary. The PC proposes to take a co-ordination role, bringing together 
those organisations in the village who have an interest so that the holiday weekend in early June 22 can be 
planned out. KG confirmed the beacon would be lit at Manor Farm on the Thursday of that holiday period. 
 
Proposed relocation of the Slapton Line Memorial. The PC held a site meeting at Strete Gate on 5th August in 
order to assess the state of the proposed site following receipt of a copy of the design from DCC. There has been 
considerable growth of vegetation over the pandemic, and the site was noted to be in a poor state of repair. 
Following a discussion, I offered to provide a first draft of a suitable Parish Council maintenance agreement for 
discussion by Strete Parish Councillors. Comments have now been received, and a revised draft will be proposed 
for endorsement at September’s meeting. This draft will then be discussed with the Field Studies Council and the 
Slapton Line Partnership, hopefully in time for feedback to be received at the SLP meeting scheduled for October.  
 
Waste Collections. The situation remains critical. SHDC have informed us that following a request from their 
contractor, collections of garden waste have been suspended until further notice. This is to allow the full collection 
of other categories of arguably more critical waste to be made on schedule. The complete lack of a garden waste 
collection is unacceptable and we shall continue to press for the rapid reinstatement of full-service collections or 
other arrangements as soon as possible. The conversion of more householders to the new system of boxes and 
bags has already been suspended until the present rollout householders have a reliable smooth arrangement.  
 
Night Landing Site for the Devon Air Ambulance. Long-time residents will recall that for many years there has 
been a wish to see the establishment of an official Night Landing site in the village for the Devon Air Ambulance 
Trust (DAAT). The DAAT service now has extended operating hours and flies until 2am every night. Now that local 
health facilities and road ambulances have been rationalised and some local hospital facilities removed, it is 
particularly important that a site be established locally; the nearest is currently at Stoke Fleming (Village Hall) or 
Stokenham (School). Response time is critical in the event of some forms of medical emergency and a local 
community landing site is the only way of improving it and providing better outcomes. The PC remains determined 
to see that either an existing incomplete site is completed and established in Strete as soon as possible, or else an 
alternative technically acceptable site is adopted, as residents have already waited too long for this vital facility.  
 
Coronavirus Pandemic. Much has happened since July - it is easy to forget that the nation only fully opened up on 
21st July. As expected, South Hams experienced unprecedented numbers of cases in July and August with a very 
busy school holiday season and the figures have only recently started to recede. 332 Cases of Coronavirus were 
reported in South Hams in the week 31st August to 6thSeptember, down 25 compared with the previous week, 
driven largely by cases of the Delata variant in people under 60, as the Delta variant spreads more readily than 
others. However, in the same week, 88% of adults in the South Hams have had one dose of vaccine, 81% are 
‘double jabbed’, and the vaccination programme to vaccinate all over 16s is continuing. Whilst this is welcome, the 
pandemic is not over, and we will all need to adhere to advice regarding ongoing precautions in crowded settings. 
In Strete, the NHS Testing van continues to visit on Monday afternoons in the Parish Church Car Park and will offer 
advice on testing to everyone who turns up. Resolved the Clerk will ask about booster vaccinations. 
 
Befriending. We have been made aware that there is a need for volunteers from the Community to step forward 
and assist with befriending, including within Strete. Residents should contact any Parish Councillor if they feel that 
they might be able to help out. The Chair’s report was received. 
 

0921/13 CLIMATE CHANGE EMERGENCY 
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Resolved: PH will circulate a letter drop in due course. GC would look at a presentation in future by say the CAB 
before a council meeting.  
 

0921/14 COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS 
 Reports had been circulated prior to the meeting.  

PH. This report was given under 0721/12.  
 
KG. Slapton Line Partnership. There is not a lot to say at the moment. You will all be familiar with the visit we 
made to the site for the Memorial. We will be discussing an adaptation project at the next meeting provisionally to 
be held Tuesday 12th October via Zoom. There are some annoying problems which have raised their head at Strete 
Gate: - ‘Doughnutting’ has started again in the car park. The fire brigade was called out to extinguish a fire lit on 
the tarmac between the wall and the Kiosk at about 8.45p.m. on Sunday last. The perpetrators appeared to be 
highly intoxicated. 

LN.  Roads: hedges, litter and local transport. Regarding the roads I only have to report that these have been 
exceptionally busy over the last few months and the Tour of Britain cycle ride has meant that some potholes have 
been filled along the A379 which is good. I am intending to organise a litter pick in October and will fix a date on 
my return from holiday.  
 
DR. Health and safety, Parish Hall liaison. Defibrillator training is now available. DR will liaise with the South 
Western Ambulance Service Trust to arrange this before winter. The garage storage facility at the Parish Hall needs 
repair. He wondered if the Council could buy a storage container for the grit salt or arrange for the excess to be 
removed. Resolved DR will contact DCC to find out if they can take away unneeded grit salt. The Clerk would 
check with the Devon Records Office if they could store records such as the Neighbourhood Plan.  
 
IC. Rights of Way, Tree warden, Strete Gate and Playpark. Play Park. All is looking 'reasonably' tidy and 'useable', 
but there are some issues that need attention. Most of them are small items that can be fixed by 'ourselves'. A 
post needs renewing/replacing, to maintain safety. A gate-closing spring needs fixing/renewing, and the 
skateboard ramp needs to be treated against further rusting, followed by painting. Ditto the climbing frames at 
North side of park. There is considerable overgrowth on S E. fence, with originates from neighbouring gardens. 
Attractive, but possibly detrimental to the fence structure. 

Rights of Way. These have been recently attended to, by the "strimmer/clearance" team, after much summer 
overgrowth, but are now much more accessible. Strete Gate Area. Strete Gate area has obviously been well-used, 
(and quite often "abused") over the summer period, and there is a small "catalogue" of items that can be spoken 
about at the P.C. meeting, but too lengthy to type out...!! The council, (S.H.D.C.) have been doing their best to try 
to deal with the overload of "visitors", but have struggled, at times, with "less-than-sympathetic" members of the 
public...!! (I nearly said "members of the Human race", but at times, this was questionable...!! There are still no 
steps at Strete Gate. Resolved to ask RF to deal with this. 
 
Tree warden. Very obviously, the loss of two mature Cherry trees from the grounds of the Village Hall has occurred 
in the last couple of days. As we are supposed to be planting more trees to assist in the climate change issue, I 
think that we need to keep a very close eye on the possible removal of trees, and the reasons behind them...!! 
A mature Pinus Macrocarpa has been felled in a garden adjacent to Totnes Road, which was, "apparently", 
showing signs of 'decline'.  
    
RC. Planning and Neighbourhood Plan, road maintenance including sweeping and Kings Arms liaison. 
Neighbourhood Plan 
The consultation period for the NP amendment, in respect of the Kings Arms car Park, formally ended on 
15/08/2021. Despite being advised that the next stage would take approximately two weeks, there has been a 
delay in obtaining availability details of an examiner to complete the process. Until the necessary information has 
been provided this remains an ongoing matter. 
 
The Kings Arms 
Since the last PC meeting there have been some personnel changes in the Management Committee (MC) as well as 
Operational Staff (OS). Both David Rothwell and Nigel Backwith resigned from their roles with the Management 
Committee and Gavin Cooper (Chef) resigned. As a result, there have been some challenges that members of the 
MC have had to address.  
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This includes Nicola Cullen accepting an acting role as Chairman until Strete Community Pub Ltd (SCPL) Annual 
General Meeting on 2nd October when it is hoped this will be formalised by shareholders. In addition, Karen Hales 
has joined the MC as Secretary. 
 
A particular challenge has been finding a suitable chef to provide a food offering to the community and visitors. 
This is ongoing and we are hopeful of securing a suitable replacement from the applications received soon. In the 
meantime, both David and Nigel, at different times, have provided food options that have helped the Kings Arms 
(KA) to become a pub to visit.  
 
From this experience, we are developing a model by utilising the OS currently employed. This is being led by Lisa 
(Front of House Manager) and a committed flexible team operating in both the kitchen and front of house 
together with monthly events including David’s fortnightly offering of fish and chips, which is always a sell-out. 
During July and August there have been BBQs and Beer Festivals that included music that were well supported 
and, from feedback received, considered to have been successful.  
 
The September calendar is underway starting with the Tour of Britain. A big success, with the £5 pastie and pint 
offering that cleared all the KA stock of pasties & sausage rolls. Events information is posted on 
https://kingsarmsatstrete.co.uk/ and https://www.facebook.com/kingsarmsatstrete/ as well as by email to all 
subscribers to the Kings Arms email listing.  
Fuge Road – Road Surface Condition 
Following dialogue with Mark Wall and Phillip Knight, the hedges and banks along Fuge Road were cut back in 
readiness for Brooking Hire to sweep the road in conjunction with the Village Sweep on 10th August. RC observed 
the farmers were asked to keep the road cut and swept. This was done to encourage and support Devon Highways 
with their proposed makeover surface maintenance activities. Surface patching has subsequently taken place and 
appears to be ongoing. It is hoped Devon Highways can be persuaded to surface dress Fuge Road in Spring 2022 to 
protect the route from total failure. An approach to Devon County Councillor responsible for Highways, Stuart 
Hughes, to be considered if there is a negative response. RC also suggested Lisa Edmonds and JB could be included. 

GC. Village Green, Prideaux Lane, campervans and carparks, social care and Slapton Line partnership.  The grass 
cutting has been carried out as planned despite some difficult weather conditions. Richard Soans has done most of 
the clearing of the copse of trees, just a few bits to do. I will thank him as we had thought we would have to do it. 
We had agreed to do this with the pruning of the buddleia, so that is now ready to arrange with David and Ian. A 
quote was given by Greenspace for the memorial site. There is a need for befrienders in the area and in Strete. I 
am happy to pass on names of any volunteers so Kate Cooke who works on social prescribing can contact them 
and discuss. Lockdown has made it quite difficult for some people to pluck up courage to re-enter society so they 
often need encouragement and a friendly face. It was suggested an article could be placed in Stretewise on this. 
Reports were received.  

0921/15    CORRESPONDENCE 
The Council is owed a response to its letter of 12th May on council tax; in particular on the state of the roads from 
the SHDC Corporate Director for Strategic Finance. The Council is owed a response to its letter of 11th March to 
Devon County Council Meg Booth, the Chief Officer for Highways, Infrastructure Development and Waste, on 
Council tax.  
 

0921/16    OTHER BUSINESS 
None was raised. 
 

0921/17    DATE OF NEXT MEETING:   Thursday 21ST October 2021. Venue in the Parish Hall unless otherwise advised. THE 
MEETING WAS CLOSED at 9. 17 p.m. 
  

Signed: Cllr Peter Hales (Chair) Dated: ........................................................................................ 21st OCTOBER 2021 


