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STRETE PARISH COUNCIL 
Clerk:  Mrs Helen Darch 

Homer Park, Strete, Dartmouth TQ6 0SJ    streteClerk@gmail.com      01803 770018      www.strete.org.uk  
 

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF STRETE PARISH COUNCIL (PC) 
HELD AT STRETE PARISH HALL ON THURSDAY 21st July 2022 AT 7 PM  

PRESENT 
Cllr Peter Hales (PH) (Chairman); Cllr Ralph Clark (RC); Cllr Kate Gill (KG); Cllr Ian Cumberlidge (IC); Cllr Louise 
Newman (LN); Cllr Graham Campbell (GC) [took minutes]; Cllr David Rothwell (DR); District Councillor Richard Foss 
(RF); members of the public. 

PUBLIC FORUM 
Mr Gordon-Smith raised questions on the sale of Cox’s field:  whether there is a TPO on an elm tree at the end of 
the Plat,  (there is no TPO here),  and whether the housing would include affordable housing for local people. 
Definitions of affordable are here. https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/research-briefings/cbp-7747/ 
The best-known definition from The National Planning Policy Framework is housing which is sold at a discount of 
at least 20% below local market value.  
RC outlined the Neighbourhood plan’s relevance to this sale and outlined the strong effect of its place in the Joint 
Local Plan for planning issues.  

Mr Burroughs queried the planting of new trees in the Village Green field copse.    The Council was not aware of 
this happening. Resolved IC and GC to meet Mr Burroughs to look at the copse.  

COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT 
The County Councillor for Devon County Council [DCC] was unable to attend and did not send a report.  

DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT 
Cllr Richard Foss [RF] reported on his recent visit to the Pub with Andy Bates the Chief Executive of South Hams 
District Council [SHDC] who was impressed with the Pub.  

RF is supportive of the issues surrounding the Slapton Line Partnership. He reported that a recent motion put to 
councillors at SHDC that SHDC should add road maintenance to the Partnership terms of reference was passed 
unanimously. The MP still is working on plans to request funding toward the upkeep of the Line from Central 
Government. The intention is to relocate the Memorial in the Strete Gate car park before autumn.   PH had raised 
the accident at Strete Gate where someone had fallen trying to climb the fence because of the closed steps to 
beach with the Chief Executive. RF was sympathetic to the problem.   It was suggested the steps were rebuilt when 
the Memorial was moved. RF has funds if PC wanted to do a self-help job.  

The waste management contract will return inhouse after October 1st, ending a badly managed contract. One 
possibility after the end of the existing contract is a switch to monthly brown bin emptying.  The cost of waste 
disposal and recycling will go up as result of the change.   

RF stated that because Strete is in the AONB,  Strete does not have an expectation of new houses being built which 
will affect land being sold with the Strete Estate.  

PH asked RF a question on the rules for residential houses becoming rental properties.   Resolved PH to follow up. 

0722/1    APOLOGIES – County Councillor Julian Brazil (JB); Clerk. 

0722/2 MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 16th JUNE 2022 
The above minutes were AGREED as a true and correct record and were signed by the Chairman.   
 

0722/3 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
Parish Councillors were invited to declare any unregistered or other interest, including the nature and extent of 
such interests they may have in any items to be considered at this meeting. RC re Item 0722/4 Hollocombe, PH, 
RC and KG re item 0722/16 Strete Community Pub Limited, LN re item 0722/9 the sale of the Strete Estate. 

0722/4     PLANNING & PLANNING MATTERS 
Planning applications consulted on. To discuss and respond to South Hams District Council on:  
1805/22/HHO   Hollocombe.    Resolved to support with no comments. 
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2031/22/FUL  Quack Cottage.  Resolved to support with no comments.  
Other planning matters. Nothing was raised.  

0722/5    PARISH COUNCIL TARGETS FOR 2022/23 
 No Project  Target Resolved - latest 
1 Night Landing Site for Air Ambulance.  Operational by May ‘22 To await sale of the Strete 

Estate before contact with 
new owner. This is a long-
term goal now. £1,010.47 is 
earmarked in reserves 
toward the project. 

2 Enhanced vehicle Speed Control measures in 
the village. 

 Operational by May ‘22 The VAS is with the Clerk 
and awaits DCC Highways to 
site the machine.  

3 Raise Awareness of any forthcoming Green 
Grants for domestic heating, insulation etc. 

 When grants are available Drop-in event in Village Hall 
still awaits CAB grant 
advisors and their 
availability. 

4 Secure electric vehicle public charging 
facility in the village. 

 Operational by May ‘22 Need a volunteer. 

5 Identify sites for tree planting in the village.  Plant trees in winter 21/22 Sites offered include Manor 
Farm. The Church will plant a 
crab-apple tree in the 
Churchyard to 
commemorate the Platinum 
Jubilee. IC suggested room 
for two [silver birch] trees 
below the Village Green. 
DCC Highways would need 
to be consulted on suitable 
trees and upkeep/insurance 
issues. 

 
0722/6 UPDATE ON CONTRACTS 

The Clerk did a survey of Fuge and Orestone last week and the map of buddle holes in the Parish is still being 
updated for the outlying areas. Resolved to defer discussion until the next meeting.  

0722/7      OPERATION LONDON BRIDGE 
A working group which comprises LN, RC and the Clerk will work on the preparations contained in Operation 
London Bridge which governs what the Council must do when the monarch passes away. This was noted.   
 

0722/8     STRETE GATE AND THE MEMORIAL 
It is intended to install the Memorial in Strete Gate Car Park  by the autumn. The car park negotiations are still 
ongoing due to the sale of the Strete Estate.   DCC have not yet applied for planning permission to move the 
Memorial.   The new site would  remove a need for maintenance contract.  PH is waiting for approval of the plan 
from the other five parishes involved.  Money could be used for this from that allocated to the replacement steps 
to the beach. This was noted.   
 

0722/9     SALE OF THE STRETE ESTATE 
Savills are acting as the agent on the sale by the Strete Estate and any enquiries should go to them. The Estate is 
for sale as a whole or in 11 lots. RC reported that the plan of sale notes several areas identified as potential 
residential development areas including Cox’s Farm field. This means the Strete Neighbourhood Plan [Plan] 
becomes an important element in the sale. The Plan’s original aim was to build 17 homes on Cox’s field of which 5 
were affordable, 4 were to be second homes and 8 were tied to the principal residency criteria. The Strete Estate 
removed the site from the plan, so Cox’s Farm field was returned to be outside settlement boundary,  as are all 
other suggested land parcels. This means they become exception sites within the Neighbourhood Plan criteria. 
https://www.cpresussex.org.uk/news/the-good-and-the-bad-about-rural-exception-sites/ 
One suggestion is a possible purchase of Cox’s field by individuals or a consortium in the Village. The lease of the 
playpark is now dependent on its sale.  Resolved the Clerk examine the Lease. 
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There are worries about inflated prices of some agricultural land offered because of possible development 
interest.  RF pointed out that this is Hope value as the agent is always trying to maximise a sale value for their 
client. RC noted that the Plan needs updating .  Resolved to ask for volunteers to do this and to seek advice.  

0722/10     DISCUSSION OF VARIOUS LAND MATTERS 
It was noted more discussion now needed on the report circulated in May.  There was no progress on the review 
of the s106 monies toward the three sites in the agreement namely the Village Green, the Playpark and Blackbird 
Wood. Resolved RF to confirm with SHDC that s106 monies are being earmarked for Strete.  
A possibility of s106 money being used to buy the playpark was discussed.  Resolved the Clerk contact Savills re 
this. RF to put a land expert in touch with PH.       

0722/11     OTHER ONGOING MATTERS NOT COVERED ELSEWHERE 
The Clerk to ask DCC to recut the bank at the Totnes Road/A3122 junction. This has been reported already in July.  
 

0722/12 CLERK’S REPORT 
Report submitted before the meeting. Banking. The Council is now live for Bankline. The Clerk has done online 
training and needs to set IC up as co-administrator to authorise the signatories.  To note. 

Road safety measures. The VAS machine is with the Clerk. The Clerk contacted DCC to get their engineer to set up 
the machine and he has emailed with PH on various matters. There is a backlog of around six months on 
installation of these road safety devices. The Clerk has confirmed the blanket insurance cover with the insurer 
covers this and notified them of the addition to the policy. To note. 

Speed watch initiative.  The Clerk contacted the Police Speedwatch team on 14th July and they have replied with 
information how to register a group and start the scheme. To  note. 

Standing Orders. These are as last year. There is no need to update for online authorisation as this is covered in 
the Financial Regulations. Resolved to approve for the year to July 2023. 

To consider whether to grant monies to local organisations such as CAB or the Foodbank to help the cost-of-living 
crisis. GC drew up a report. There is £100 for this budgeted in grants and donations. A discussion took place on the 
grant of monies to charitable organisations.  This was related to the correspondence from the Strete Community 
pub on possible funding [discussed 0722/16].   
A review of a social element will be made for grants funded by the precept, with a review of future needs in this 
area and cost of living increases. Resolved GC to make a list of potential grants. It was suggested the Village be 
asked for approval for this increased use of the precept, along with possible funding of the King’s Head pub. 
Resolved PH to lead on this. 

To consider and approve in principle payment toward a permanent photo album record of the Jubilee weekend. 
Nick Shepherd has offered to cost it. There is £184 left available in jubilee funds. Resolved to approve the use of 
funds toward a photo album. 

Police Hub. The Clerk has corresponded with the Parish Hall Chairman on this. The responses from the Parish Hall 
Committee were sent to the MP’s office on 15th July with a request to come back if any more information is 
needed. KG has invited the MP to discuss her offer of  her caravan site as the hub.   PH observed the Village Hall 
should be a central part of the village for such activities.  Resolved HD to contact police.   

The election of a new council in May 2023. To prepare for the election of a new council in May 2023. To ask the 
local community for volunteers to stand as a Councillor. Resolved RC to advertise this in his newsletter. 

Permission to work outside the council. The Clerk has a part-time (three nights a week plus one day) paid role at 
the Kings Arms as a kitchen porter. Her contract of employment requires written consent to take on other work. 
However recent government proposals on exclusivity clauses https://www.gov.uk/government/news/lowest-paid-
workers-to-be-given-flexibility-to-top-up-their-pay-under-government-reforms are designed to encourage low-
paid employees to top up their income. Resolved Councillors are happy with the Clerk having a second job.  

A discussion took place on the use of weed killer on kerbs etc. RF reported on farming news re Glyphosate 
weedkiller that suggested it was politics rather than chemistry that created the scare.   Resolved to carry forward 
to the next meeting. The report was received.  
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0722/13 CHAIR’S REPORT 
Report submitted before the meeting. July 2022 report. Several items were discussed earlier.   

Strete Estate. Strete Estate (SE)is currently being advertised for sale on the open property market by Savills. The 
estate is extensive (about 920 acres) and includes most of the land to the west of the village, together with a 
number of properties and some foreshore and woodland in the Gara Valley. It is being offered as a whole 
(preferred) or as 11 lots. 
This sale is likely to prove formative for the future of the whole village The sale of such a large area of land 
so close to the village centre is unprecedented in living memory. It will have particular implications for future 
housing development in the village. 
As my Parish Council colleague and Strete Neighbourhood Plan author Ralph Clark notes in his recent 
newsletter…. “With a new or a number of new speculative landowners, Strete Neighbourhood Plan may 
have an effect on the future of the sale of Strete Estate and the potential of new housing development. 
The current landowner was unwilling to support the initial proposal, supported at the time by a majority of 
the community, for limited development in the village. This resulted in the site identified for limited 
development being removed from the settlement boundary and the site, subsequently, being identified as 
an exception site with constraints and implications.” 
In the advertisements for the Sale, the agents have speculatively identified extensive areas of agricultural 
land around the village as possible development sites, indicating that they would expect retrospective uplift 
in sale value if development consent were to be subsequently granted. 
Development Uplift 
The land surrounding Strete Village shown hatched on the attached plan will be sold subject to an uplift provision 
triggered on the grant of planning consent and will become payable on the earlier of a sale with benefit of  
planning permission or implementation of planning permission. Please contact Savills for further details. 
Whilst this will be a matter for negotiation between prospective buyers, the agents and the current Estate 
owners, it is clear that the development protection afforded by the Neighbourhood Plan will be a crucial 
factor. The sale is on the agenda for the Parish Council meeting on 21st July where Councillors will briefly discuss 
the implications. 
Most immediately, the playpark is currently leased from SE at a peppercorn rent. Given the uncertainty, it 
would be reckless to commit further capital spending on play park equipment until the sale is completed. It 
may be some months before the outcome of the sale is known. 
Bus Consultation by Devon County. Nothing further to report. The next activity is likely to be a public consultation 
on a reduced improvement scheme by DCC, but this is now running late. 
Slapton Line Partnership. Sam Lew, the newly appointed Adaptation Manager at the SLP, resigned from his post 
with effect from July. This has effectively led to the collapse of the Partnership and will result in a period of 
reconsideration as to the future of the organisation. Cllrs Foss and Bastone (Dartmouth) put a motion before the 
full SHDC meeting on 14th July, calling for the Terms of Reference of the SLP to be revised. The amendment 
motion called for greater effort to be given to the preservation of the road across the line, at least until a viable 
and realistic alternative back route has been established. We await a report from Cllr Foss on the outcome of 
this motion. SLP.  RF reported SHDC is now pushing SLP to reform and act with urgency.   Next action and 
meeting is awaited. 

Proposed relocation of the Slapton Line Memorial. Following the failure to agree site maintenance with the Field 
Studies Centre, all 6 Parishes have been reengaged in the hunt to find a different site for the Memorial. SHDC has 
also been approached to consider re-locating the Memorial to part of the car park extension at Strete Gate. We 
await feedback and developments. 
Climate Change Emergency. Nothing further to report. Attempts to re-arrange the residents’ information meeting 
have proved fruitless due to a lack of speakers. 
Waste Collections. SHDC have announced that they intend to end their contract with FCC Environment Ltd by 
mutual consent with effect from 3rd October and take the waste service back in-house. FCC employees will be 
offered a transfer to become SHDC staff. FCC will continue to provide services for West Devon District Council 
In the past month further scheduled brown bin collections in the village have been missed. Residents are 
urged to report such lapses to the SHDC online waste reporting service on each and every occasion that a 
scheduled collection of any sort is missed. Report a Missed Collection - South Hams District Council 
(fccenvironment.co.uk) 
Night Landing Site for the Devon Air Ambulance. Nothing further to report. 
Police Hub. Anthony Mangnall MP has instigated a new initiative to set up ‘Police Hubs’ (by which he means a 
temporary base) in rural village halls around his Constituency. The aim is to improve community policing in 
rural areas by getting beat officers out and working from rural bases. The proposal suggests that Parish 
Halls in the area are all well equipped with facilities to support such an arrangement with very little 
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adaptation needed. In Strete, the PC has taken up discussion of the matter with the Parish Hall Committee. Further 
development of the detail of the proposal will be needed. 
Post Box on Hynetown Road. Finally a bit of good news. Following a lack of response locally from Royal Mail, the 
PC appealed to our MP. Anthony Mangnall. Our MP’s office managed to extract a response the Postmaster 
General’s office in London. This said that survey work is being planned for a new mounting post and a new box. No 
timescale was mentioned, but at least something appears to be happening!  The Chair’s report was received. 
 

0722/14 COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS 
 Reports were circulated prior to the meeting. PH. This report was given under 0722/13.  

 
KG. Slapton Line Partnership and AONB. KG reported rubbish being dumped again by skips.  She suggested a no 
motorhome sign to be placed at the road entrance to Strete Gate car park. 
LN. Roads: hedges, and litter.  Now the A379 is open at Stoke Fleming traffic is flowing much more freely. There 
did not seem to be a lot of extra traffic during the Tunes on the Sands Festival and it was managed well. Some 
cutting has been done along the Totnes road and this has made a great difference. Some hedges in Strete are 
getting long and Vicarage Lane really needs a trim. I will check if this can be done now. My greatest concern at 
present is with these hot temperatures the ground is tinder dry and the undergrowth and cliff could easily be set 
alight and I think is something we all need to keep an eye on particularly at Strete Gate, a barbeque which is not 
properly supervised could do immeasurable damage or it could be a match or a piece of glass. I remember in 1976 
the cliff caught fire and it was very frightening. 
DR. Health and safety, Parish Hall liaison. Defibrillator.  I will be contacting the community responder officer from 
South West Ambulance Service during the coming month, as requested by him, to arrange a defibrillator training 
session sometime in October.  

Parish Hall liaison. I attended a meeting of the Parish Hall Committee on the 7th July, when the following was 
discussed. The Hall’s new website is now live, giving details for those wishing to hire the Hall, deposits can be paid 
online. New signage with contact details is planned to be placed by the gate entrance by the church carpark. 
Anyone wishing to subscribe to the Hall’s site to promote their own business will be charged £20.00 per entry.  
Plans are in place for the village BBQ and Jazz to be held in the Hall’s grounds on Saturday 6th August between 
4.00and 8.30 pm. Tickets are now available at the village post office at a cost of £8.50. ( the ticket price includes 
the first burger or hot dog; additional ones will be available for an extra £5.00). A bar offering beer, wine and soft 
drinks will also be available. 
The question of the Village Hall being used by the police whilst out on patrol was discussed and Penny has been in 
contact with Helen about obtaining a little more information to clarify the concerns that she has, largely in 
connection with the Village Hall’s insurance. 
Platinum Jubilee. The album of photos celebrating the Queen’s jubilee was discussed. The Village Hall committee     
have already commissioned a collage of photos of the day in memory of the occasion which will be available to 
buy. The hall committee therefor would be quite happy to split the cost of an album, which could be kept in the 
Hall, with the Parish Council. The Parish Hall chairman contacted the Clerk on July 26th to advise they couldn’t 
contribute toward the album as they were paying for the collage already. 
Dog litter bins. There are no issues with the emptying of the village bins.           

IC. Rights of Way, Tree warden, Strete Gate and Playpark.  Footpaths/Bridleways. By mid-July, these have been 
'trudged-upon' by many folks! (mostly to the beach, in recent weather!) All seem to be in reasonable order, if a 
little "worn". Only Brambles seem to do well in hot dry weather! Where they get their moisture from beats me!  
Strete Gate:- It was good to see that the council have carried out a 'clear-up' of surplus leaf-litter, and discarded 
litter, fairly recently in the car park, and have removed a few dead tree-limbs, which were a cause for concern, for 
motorists and pedestrians. The "Beach access steps", (or LACK OF!) continues, in its long-standing saga of, 
"Nothing Happening" sadly! The camping, with tents, along the back of the beach, is getting going now, with this 
hot & sunny weather, and, with the start of the school holidays imminent, will only increase, to the detriment of 
the SSSI, with its special Flora & Fauna.  
Play Park:-  We, ( the PC ), have received the latest report on conditions of equipment, faults, etc.  Much the same, 
with nothing particularly dangerous, but , never-the-less, in need of attention. As the future of the availability of 
the play area is somewhat "up in the air" at present, we should only carry out a few basic essential repairs.  
Tree Warden:- I am unaware of anything major, being carried out, apart from the continuing removal of Ash trees, 
where 'Ash Die-back' has occurred. As we are experiencing unusually high temperatures, and lack of rainfall, it is all 
too easy to mistake an Ash tree's natural 'shut-down', during drought conditions, with the signs of Ash Die-back!! 
Please let us not be too hasty with that chainsaw!  
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RC. Planning and Neighbourhood Plan, road maintenance including sweeping and Kings Arms liaison. PC Report 
– July 2022.  
Neighbourhood Plan. My comments in June have become more relevant following the sale details released by 
Savills of land and property within Strete Estate. With the probability of a new or a number of new speculative 
landowners, Strete Neighbourhood Plan is likely to have an effect on the future of the sale of plots of land 
identified by Strete Estate as having the potential for new housing development. 
The current landowner was unwilling to support the initial housing development proposal included in Strete 
Neighbourhood Plan, supported at the time by a majority of the community, for limited development in the 
village. 
This resulted in the site identified for limited development being removed from the settlement boundary to 
comply with the requirements for completing Strete Neighbourhood Plan.  
Strete Parish Council were advised that, should any potential developer submit a planning application for housing 
development on the site, the site would be treated as an exception site with the constraints and implications set 
out in the Neighbourhood Plan, the Plymouth & South West Devon Joint Local Plan and the requirements set out 
in documents for the South West Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.  
It may become necessary to review the Strete Neighbourhood Plan to address potential development that may 
affect the village. Volunteers to undertake this review would be welcome. 
 
The Kings Arms. SCPL committee continues to seek additional staff to enable 7-day opening with food. This includes a Commis 
Chef as an assistant to the Head Chef. The pub is currently open Monday and Tuesday for bar drinks only. 
The SCPL Management Team seek a Manager to support staff and manage the day-to-day organisational issues associated with 
hospitality, but this type of staff is not readily available. SCPL is constantly on the lookout for someone. SCPL Management 
Team give their time for free but the demands on their time are far greater than there is time available. 
Press reports on pubs throughout the country are causing alarm bells to sound off. The Kings Arms has stuttered through 2021 
and the first half of 2022 trying to serve the community to get some momentum going within the business. SCPL has battled 
staff shortages, rising costs and the harsh reality that customers have changed the way they go out to eat and drink. Despite 
government assistance, the Covid pandemic has cost the pub dearly. 
Those involved in working, volunteering and generally helping out at the pub have put their heart and souls into the business, 
not to mention money raised through the share issue in 2020. Volunteers have performed exceptionally, but there are not as 
many as originally hoped for. More Front of House volunteers would make a difference to prospects immediately. Any amount 
of time would be welcomed. 
SCPL Management Team strive to provide a place in Strete for locals to eat and drink.  
The escalating price of energy (the electricity costs at the pub are averaging £1,000/month with a further 25% increase planned 
from 1 August) together with the soaring costs of ingredients is becoming hard to shoulder. To provide the quality of service to 
match the food offered, SCPL need to employ more staff to fit with the rota needed for opening. One of the key requirements, 
if the pub is to survive, is customers using the pub. Despite the previous chequered life of the Kings Arms there is a 
determination to kindle a love to make it a successful community pub. Many in the village appreciate the value of having a pub 
in Strete and have invested in the share issue to show their support, but SCPL need more to regularly use the pub if it is to 
survive. The Kings Arms is ready to welcome locals and visitors alike as the weather warms up. 
 
Village Sweeping, Fuge Road and Gateway Scheme. The next village sweep is planned for 16th August 2022. 
The PC is still waiting to hear back from Devon Highways in respect of the proposal submitted to reduce vehicle 
speeding by installing a line marking gateway scheme to encourage vehicles approaching the village near Manor 
Farm camp site to observe the 20mph speed limit. This was submitted in January, but no response has been 
received to date despite follow-ups from the PC. RC reported the sweeper invoice for the May sweep had not been 
received and that they had been chased up.  

GC. Village Green, Prideaux Lane, campervans and carparks, social care and Slapton Line partnership. Village 
Green I have requested that Greenspace deal with the very long verges and the area by the VAS machine, that has 
not been cut for a while. I have cut back a couple of buddleias that were choking a silver birch tree. Ian and I are 
going to have a discussion about maintenance of the wooded copse which is getting heavily overgrown each 
year. A wall at the side of the Village Green had fallen over during the hot weather. The state of this wall had been 
reported to the owner’s son who had called in a builder to inspect the wall and decide on action. PH had written 
on behalf of the Council to the householder to request urgent action and a fence to protect the area. 

I have repainted one of the metal climbing frames on the playground with the special non slip paint,  the other had 
to have some anti rust paint first,  so I will get it finished this week.  Another tin of paint was needed. The non-slip 
paint needs to be sanded down before the equipment is ready for use. 
 
The disastrous news re the early departure of the Adaptation manager,  Sam Lews,  has created severe problems 
for the Slapton Line Partnership.  The delay so caused creates a real challenge for the SLP. I was worried by the 
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absence of any reference to the maintenance and protection of the Line road in the references to the SLP. 
goals. There are suggestions that the SLP should be reappraised.  
 
Citizens Advice continues to have a good number of clients on Mondays in the Community Cafe,  10.30 - 1.30.    We 
are providing screens for added privacy for consultations.   Predictably,  CA have an increasing number of contacts 
from clients at the moment. CA have fuel vouchers available for those having difficulty in dealing with their electric 
and gas bills. These are only available if you pay using a prepayment meter, card or token. Dartmouth Caring 
continue to do hospital lifts,  early booking is advised. Reports were received.  

0722/15(a)  FINANCE  
Five cheques were listed for payment on the agenda, invoices circulated before the meeting and invoices approved for 
payment at the meeting.  

1848 – Clerk salary for July £271. 1849 – Hall hire for June £30. 

1850 – Greenspace grass cutting and strimming March to May 
inc. £642.80.  

1851 – Mr G Campbell reimbursement of rust oleum paint for 
the playpark £57.34. 

1852 – Mr G Campbell reimbursement replacement padlock for 
Prideaux Lane £19.99. 

 

It was proposed and AGREED by all present to authorise the payments as enumerated above.  

0722/15(b)  FINANCE  
The monitoring statements for the first four months of 2022/23 to the end of July had been circulated previously. Year to date 
total income of £9,889.78 less total expenses of £7,750.76 gives a net surplus of £2,139.02 to the end of July 2022.  Resolved 
the monitoring statements would be put on the website and the noticeboards. 
 

0722/15(c)  FINANCE  
       Cash at bank – £12,487.64CR at 08/07/22 Current account. £11,312.40CR Business Reserve account at 08/07/22.  
 
0722/16    CORRESPONDENCE 

A letter from the Strete Community Pub Limited was received with a request to consider financial assistance; in particular a 
grant or a loan.  
The Clerk had prepared a short report outlining the options available namely a grant under the Local Government Act 1972 
s137 to a maximum of £3,696. The Council does not have powers to lend money.  
This could be funded through savings in 2022/23, an additional precept in 2023/24 or for capital expenditure, for which the 
Council could take out a loan of a minimum £2,095 from the Public Works Loan Board.  
There was a quorum of 3 councillors,  GC  LN  IC and Richard Foss took the chair,  as other councillors had made a declaration of 
interest re the pub. 
RC had already reported on pub costs going up in his councillor report.  A discussion identified a need to raise prices further.  
The Pub has plenty of customers, but is currently held back at the potentially best time of the year by staff shortages especially 
a parttime chef, and is turning customers away.  No food can be offered on Monday or Tuesdays,  and this is reducing potential 
income by a considerable amount.  
 
At this point the chair closed the meeting so that the Pub treasurer could speak to councillors.  
 
The Pub treasurer outlined the need for an expression of support from the PC which was given. There was a discussion with the 
treasurer about the amount of money needed,  and a figure of £2k was given. A discussion took place regarding the possibility 
of capital loans and grants by PC. As above only a grant is possible at the moment. The Pub Treasurer was asked for a summary 
of the capital expenditure needs as this was a criterion for any loan applied for from the Public Works Loan Board.  
 
The meeting was reopened. 
 
Resolved further investigation of funding should be made and that consultation should be made regarding the 
capital/revenue type of funding needed. The Pub treasurer to provide further information. 

 

0722/17    OTHER BUSINESS 
     None was raised. 
 
0722/18    DATE OF NEXT MEETING:   Thursday 18th August 2022 at 7pm if required. Otherwise Thursday 15th September. Venue in the 

Parish Hall unless otherwise advised. THE MEETING WAS CLOSED at 10.00 p.m. 
  

Signed: Cllr Peter Hales (Chairman) Dated: ................................................................................. 18th AUGUST 2022 


