Chairs Report Strete Parish Council 20.08.20
Coronovirus –Boring though it may be - the advice as before still
applies – RISK ASSESS – look around – STAY ALERT.
After the bizarre behaviour of some of our visitors last month I was wrong
in assuming that things would get better – it is still with us.
The Memorial Car Park seemed to be more full than ever and sadly
visitors did not take into account that there were no public toilets. This has
left us with some discussion today – on how to proceed.
Strete Gate and Slapton Line
The parking at Strete Gate gained momentum and volume.
Larger quantities of motorhomes visited the Memorial Car Park and Strete
Gate. SHDC did a night time visit to the Memorial Car Park – and told
them to move on. I understand that the next night they made a visit and
ticketed those who were there again.
On one of my journeys I counted 66 vehicles badly parked along the
clearway- half and half on the shingle and the highway.
The field was opened next to the car park at Strete Gate for which a fee
was charged. I understand some people were so late returning to their cars
that they were locked in.
The beach gained some publicity as it was featured on BBC Spotlight – not
a good move in my opinion at it showed tents along an inviting stretch of
beach.
Lisa Edmonds of DCC has had a request for free disabled spaces along the
wall at Strete Gate. We have discussed this at length – we both agree that
one space at the A379 end would be best, but considering the above traffic
mayhem - policing it might be problematic. She has put it on her ‘HATOC’
list for consideration next year.
Play Park – is being enjoyed as usual. The grass is being cut regularly.
Helen has kindly put up social distancing notices and has ordered a
permanent change of contact notice. Thank you Helen
Kings Arms – The Community is gathering together - with social
distancing in mind - to bring the King’s Arms back to life.
There will be an event held at the Kings Arms this weekend.
Further info will be found on www.facebook.com/kingsarmsatstrete.

Please support the effort by buying a share in the enterprise.
Policing – I am happy to report that I saw a Police patrol vehicle which
checked out the situation at Strete Gate on Tuesday this week.
VJ Day – 15th August.
The Beacon at Manor Farm was lit by Ian in celebration on last Saturday.
It was socially distanced with mainly campers from on site in attendance.
A verbal tribute was made by a camper.

Best wishes everyone - thank you for your help and support in these
exceedingly trying times

Stay safe

Agenda 20th August 2020

4. Pub working group application for funding
Separate report providing further information to be circulated.

5. Planning application.
SHDC has to decide to allow the works or serve a TPO by 14th September 2020. The parish can submit a detailed
response by 26th August and also using IC as our tree expert to make representation.

6. Finance
Cheque run: invoices emailed to all. To note addition of late payment to Greenspace as agreed GC. To agree
payment and any late invoices.
To discuss monitoring of the 2020/21 year. The financial statements give activity for the month due to end and to
the end of September. Action: to put on website and boards.
To revisit budgets in September as a number of activities have changed since the budget was set and we have new
calls on funds.

7. Paper on planning and personnel matters
To discuss and adopt the recommendations of the report circulated by GC on 30th July.

8. Agreement with SHDC to manage the playpark at Strete
Agreement, letter from SHDC and the synopsis all circulated. To decide whether to agree the new terms of the
agreement.

9. Clerk’s report
a. Samsung Galaxy tablet
This has not been written off so we just need to agree to write off the asset. For action.

b. Coronavirus updates and coming out of lockdown
After consultation with the Parish Hall chairman it looks as if we will be able to go back into the Hall in September. A
risk assessment has to be done for the Parish Council and ‘rules of play’ drawn up. We have the risk assessment for
the Parish Hall already. The ‘rules of play’ are already done and the risk assessment will be done before September.
A link to DCC’s monitoring of local cases was sent round on Monday. It gives a good picture for the Devon area and
South Hams to date. https://www.devon.gov.uk/coronavirus-advice-in-devon/coronavirus-data/
To receive report.

16. Councillor reports
To receive and discuss two quotes for works from Phil Cruse.

17. Correspondence
All correspondence received by email and copied on to Councillors. Includes late emails.
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Graham Campbell – August Report
The village green has been kept in good condition.
I have some reservations about the contractor who has on several occasions submitted
invoices for grass cutting work he has not done. The latest was in July 2020.
We are now out of contract so we have to consider whether or not to change who does the
grass cutting or whether to just monitor his work very closely.
Chris Ellis has finally obtained a gate post, they have been in very short supply, so now just
has to find a slot in his schedule to fit it.
I have been given the name of a plant contractor who might be able to get Prideaux Lane
back flat subject to suitable weather conditions. I will follow it up.
The Prideaux Lane barrier system is working OK according to the people who use it.
David Rothwell – August Report
There is nothing to report on the defibrillator front.
As snow warden I have checked our salt supplies, when the garage at the parish hall was
being cleared out and sorted, and decided that there is no need to arrange for additional
supplies to see us through this winter.
Louise Newman – August Report
Very little to report as far as I am aware except that the roads have been very busy.
Giles Halliwell has been in touch with Lisa Edmonds as vehicles are still coming down the
lane to his property and getting stuck and then having difficulty getting out and one went
into the wall at the edge of the road. Signage in this area really has to be carefully
considered.
Ian Cumberlidge – August Report
Rights of Way have been trimmed/cut back to a degree and are being used thoroughly. As
usual, not all dog-walkers/owners are as diligent about picking up "Doggies-Download" as
others, which lets the side down a bit.
Footpaths are being 'worn down' in places and may need to be assessed in the late Autumn,
when maybe the foot-traffic has eased a bit.
Tree Warden matters...
The two trees in the "ex-pub garden" adjacent to the bus stop, have been felled, as per
requested permission.
With regard to the request to fell the Ash tree on the hedge below "The Platt". It appears
that most residents in that area would like to see the tree retained, although some crown
reduction would be advisable. Personally, I am happy with the tree's structural condition. It
has grown an impressive amount of recovery callous-growth. The residents that want to
retain the tree should contact the Agent for the Strete Estate to plead for "clemency". The

Tree officer at SHDC will NOT issue a Preservation Order on a tree in that condition. So,
either the Fell request is withdrawn, or the felling would be allowed.
The only possibility is for Platt Residents to "ask Mr Dixon (Savills) to leave the tree 'in situ.
There is also the matter of "Liability".
Strete Gate:The usage of Strete Gate and surrounding area can be summed up by several adjectives,
'Hideously abused' and 'Beyond belief' is another.
NP Report for PC – August 2020
Following my email to the Examiner and Duncan Smith of SHDC on 17 th July formally
requesting that CFF site be withdrawn from the Neighbourhood Plan, I have had subsequent
discussions with Duncan Smith regarding the way forward.
As a result of removing the CFF there are three options for proceeding as follows:1) Remove the CFF site and leave the boundary as is
2) Remove the settlement boundary altogether.
3) Adjust the settlement boundary to take account of the removal of CFF.
If option 1) is chosen, the Plan can proceed to Referendum.
If Options 2) or 3) are selected the Plan would need to return to pre-regulation 15, a choice
made, the Plan amended to take account of that choice and Regulation 16 consultation
period of 6 weeks carried out in advance of a re-examination of the Plan.
It is considered that, in the light of this, that it would serve the residents of Strete best that
the NP is withdrawn and full consideration is given to the options outlined above before
resubmitting at Regulation 15 and seeking re-examination.
The objective is to start on the recommended amendments, new maps and policy wording
with immediate effect. Zoom meetings are being planned with Duncan Smith and Lee Bray
to liaise on the requirements and wording before returning to the NPG for approval.

Strete Parish Council
Councillors Reports – August 2020
Peter Hales
VAS Monitoring
Nothing to report. Operation continues
Local transport liaison
I issued a separate report regarding electric vehicles and public charging
arrangements, following attendance at a DCC webinar on 22nd July.
Otherwise nothing to report
The Kings Arms – renewal of the ACV
The application for the ACV to be extended (including the car park) is still
under consideration by SHDC. A Community Pub group has formed with the
intention of registering a community business name and reopening the
premises on a leased basis. I believe it is likely that the owner will object to the
incorporation of the car park in the ACV and this has caused some concern
within the embryo company. A final plea has been sent off to SHDC, and we
should expect to hear the outcome shortly
Parish Benches
Nothing to report. Action is with IC to repair Old Hill seat and for DR to engage
Phil Cruse to arrange for a quote for maintenance of the remainder, all as
reviewed at the July meeting.
Peter Hales

11th August 2020

STRETE PARISH COUNCIL
Resident Survey – Electric Vehicles
There can be little doubt that a revolution in transport fuel is rapidly approaching us. Recently. the
Parish Council has been provided with information from the Energy Saving Trust which underlines
the pace of change towards electric vehicles, and in particular towards those which are fitted
solely with a battery which is charged by plugging into a mains source. These are known as
Battery Electric Vehicles (BEV).
For the year to date (as at the end of June 2020), 4.7% of all newly registered vehicles were BEV
and a further 3% were Plug-In Hybrids (vehicles fitted with both a hydrocarbon fuelled engine and
a battery driven electric motor). Demand for both is rapidly rising. The benefits of BEV’s are well
publicised but include:
•
•
•
•
•

Zero emissions of greenhouse gases from the vehicle to the environment. When the vehicle
is charged from a sustainable source of power (a solar farm or windfarm for example) there
is zero hydrocarbon use and zero emission of gases to the environment.
BEVs have many fewer moving parts, giving much lower service costs and quiet running.
Very low running costs – typically 20% of comparable hydrocarbons.
Zero vehicle excise duty.
Government grants for new BEV purchases.

Battery technology is rapidly advancing, range is improving (latest models typically offer over 200
miles between charges) and the choice of available new models currently exceeds 100 and
continues to grow. Competition between manufacturers is improving and a robust second-hand
market is developing.
In Strete we are starting to see one or two models owned by residents. We believe that many
residents interested in owning BEVs will be able to charge their vehicles on their driveways or in
their garages using their own private charger connected to their house electricity supply. Grants
area available to subsidise the cost of a home charger. However, there are also village residents
who only have access to street parking, and for them charging will pose more of a problem. We
must also think about our many visitors to the area who will increasingly arrive in BEVs and expect
local public charging facilities to be available.
Currently there are no such facilities installed in the area and the nearest are at Paignton,
Dartington or Ivybridge. Devon County Council is keen to see public charging spread through the
villages and a 75% match funded grant for such projects is currently available. The Parish would
need to raise the remaining 25%. DCC have no interest in owning or operating public chargers
themselves.
Accordingly, before committing to the scheme the Parish Council is conducting a brief anonymous
survey (overleaf) to gauge interest and demand amongst residents for a publicly available rapid
charge point in Strete village. Kindly answer the questions overleaf and return the paper to either:Helen Durch, Clerk to the Parish Council
Homer Park, Strete TQ6 0SJ

Or to the Village Shop

Further information on the subject of BEVs is available from the Energy Saving Trust website
https://energysavingtrust.org.uk/transport/electric-cars-and-vehicles

STRETE PARISH COUNCIL
Resident Survey – Electric Vehicles
Q1. When you next think about changing your vehicle, will you consider buying a plug-in Battery
Powered or Hybrid electric vehicle?
Yes
No
Possibly

Please Comment

Q2. Roughly when do you expect that you will next change a vehicle?
Within the next 12
months
1 -2 years
2-3 years
Longer

Please Comment

Q3 Do you currently have to park on the street?
Yes

If so, is does this put you off owning a BEV?

No
Q4 Do you think that the Parish Council would be right to invest now in the provision of a publically
accessible charging point for electric vehicles using Parish funds? A 22kW fast charger will fully
charge most vehicles from flat in about 2 to 3 hours, and is expected to cost about £5000 in total

Yes

Please elaborate

No

Q5 If a publically accessible charging point is to be provided, a suitable site will have to be found.
This will have to be a dedicated site on publicly owned land, on a site acceptable to Western
Power for connection purposes and accessible 24 hours per day. Do you have strong feelings
about where the point should be located?
Please elaborate and add any other comment that you would like to make

Thankyou for taking the trouble to reply.

