
 
Chairs Report Strete Parish Council   16.07.20 
 
Coronovirus - The advice as before still applies – RISK ASSESS – look 
around – STAY ALERT even though restrictions are not quite as 
draconian.  
It seems we have to prepare ourselves for living with COVID-19 for a 
considerable time. We will be expected to wear face coverings in shops as 
well as other public places on top of the existing places. 
Other services are being added to the list of businesses we are now allowed 
to patronise. This is to support the business world which is in dire need of 
assistance. Although the daily death toll is declining it is anticipated that it 
will rise again during the colder winter weather. 
 
It seems that the pandemic is having a bizarre effect on the population. 
Lack of human contact and kindliness is disturbingly disorientating on 
rationale. My elder daughter who is a community psychiatric nurse in a 
Devon city is under extra pressure as a result! 
 
Strete Gate  and Slapton Line - Now there is more freedom of movement 
people are rushing to our beaches. Slapton Line/Memorial Car Park has 
been the biggest failure in social distancing I have witnessed. Motorhomes 
of all sizes have been parked so closely together that there has hardly been 
any room to exit or enter them. 
Last weekend there were over a dozen tents on the beach at Strete Gate 
some were huge family ones. There were several open fires surrounded by 
large groups of people below Asherne. There was also a huge amount of 
noise – this noise was extremely loud and prevented village residents from 
sleeping properly. It would be great if the powers that be were able to 
enforce our existing bye laws. 
 

 
The byelaws notice is fixed to the wall of the Public Toilets at Strete Gate. 



 
We also had issues with parking at Strete Gate where there were too many 
cars for the car park and people were parking on the clearway from Strete 
Gate corner towards the hair pin bend at Gull Corner. Cars were also 
parked thickly on the double yellow lines at Strete Gate. They received 
parking tickets. 
 

 
None of this is acceptable 

 
Play Park – has now been opened after Helen Hardwicke did her inspection 
on 6th July.  
I was with her at the time. I noticed that she tested out the strength of the 
equipment by climbing on it. She was happy with everything, including the 
grass cutting and gave it her seal of approval.   
It is being very happily used by lots of youngsters. 
Helen suggested that it would be a good idea to treat all the wood with a 
preservative to enhance its life. So if there is anyone out there interested in 
helping please let me know. 
 
Kings Arms – by now everyone should have received their invitation card 
for ‘A Call to Arms – The King’s Arms’. 
If you are able to help please do so - all assistance in whatever form will be 
greatly welcomed. 
 
Thanks again go to all the helpers who have enabled us to keep safe – lets 
keep it that way. 
 

Stay safe 



Agenda 16th July 2020 
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5. Finance 
Cheque run: invoice emailed to all. To agree payment and any late invoices. To note the next cheque run will be 
in September.  

To discuss monitoring of the 2020/21 year. The financial statements give activity for the month due to end and to 
the end of September. Action: to put on website and boards. 

6. Clerk’s report 
a. Councillor interests 
As we have [had] three councillors involved in the pub working group I consulted the SLCC on whether we needed to 
declare and update our interests. They agreed on the grounds of prudence and so I will update the interests for 
Ralph and David. If a DPI arises, I will update for that as well. Peter has resigned from the group. For action.  

b. Coast path exit (s) on A379 and general signage in that area 
After the last meeting I took some site photos and sent them to Paul McFadden the Rights of Way officer. I asked 
about more coastal path signs [there is just one small signpost next to The Old Vicarage] and splay as the line of sight 
is poor at that corner. He replied to say if we could get the hedges cut back that would be a good first step. Louise 
and I then met on Monday to look at the site in detail. The hedges have been cut but the stone posts at the corner 
exit obscure the view of the road looking up and down the A379. We would like DCC to consider cutting the posts 
back. Also, we would like recommend some larger and explicit signs at that exit and the one at Asherne so motorists 
know these are exits from the coast path. There are pedestrian signs just after the bus shelter heading down toward 
Strete Gate and on the same side by the 20 mph road signs heading into the village. However, these aren’t very clear 
and parishioners who live along the stretch by Asherne have no protection from the road which is narrow at that 
point and after a blind bend. They would like more signs up up to notify cars that pedestrians are in that area. Also, it 
is not clear that the A379 from the Asherne exit through the village is in fact also the coast path. So, there may need 
to be more signs in the village as well maybe by the pub car park. If agreed these recommendations will be passed 
on to Paul McFadden and Lisa Edmonds.  

c. Samsung Galaxy tablet 
This has not been written off so we just need to agree to write off the asset. For action. 

d. Website accessibility requirements.  
Regulations came in in September 2018 that require public bodies with websites to have these compliant with 
accessibility standards by 23rd September 2020. These accessibility standards are defined on the Directgov website 
by reference to the international WCAG 2.1AA accessibility standard. I need to pick this up with Ian Judge and get 
these in place over the next couple of months. For note. 

e. Coming out of lockdown  
The playpark was reopened on Monday 6th July after an inspection arranged with Helen Hardwicke the mobile 
locality officer. Kate enrolled Terry Hallett to cut the grass. Allianz has inspected the site as insurer. The HM 
Government Gov.uk website is updated 9th July with information on the emergence of businesses.  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-outbreak-faqs-what-you-can-and-cant-do/coronavirus-outbreak-faqs-what-you-can-and-cant-do For 
information. 

14. Correspondence 
All correspondence received by email and copied on to Councillors. Includes late emails.      

 



The village field has been cut twice.  
We are no further on finding a planer and tractor to flatten Prideaux Lane. 
It may be necessary anyway to wait until the ground is softer in the autumn.  
Graham 
 



Dear All, 
 
Below is my report for July. 
 
I recently had a meeting with Kevin Bowyer, the new Assistant Community Responder 
Officer, for South West Ambulance, were we checked over the Community Defibrillator and 
updated all relevant information and records. I also discussed with Kevin the possibility of 
organising a community training evening in the use of the defibrillator. His suggestion was to 
delay any arrangements until we see how the next few months pass and if there are any 
subsequent Covid effects, and the implication of holding such events. We will discuss again 
in September. 
 
David 



 Dear All, 
 
Apologies for 11th hour monthly report, but things are a bit hectic at present.  
Strete Gate. I think that our Chairman has covered Strete Gate in her report, therefore not much to 
add to that, but I think that the behaviour of a percentage of beach visitors has been pretty 
appalling, AND, I think that over the next couple of months. It will probably deteriorate due to sheer 
numbers of visitors...!! Unfortunately, we, as P. councillors, have NO power to solve the problems as 
they occur, and it is really a matter for our already 'stretched' Police Force to deal with. There is no 
positive news re the steps replacement, but it is in the 'system' being discussed. 
 
Trees.  Having looked at the trees on the patch of ground adjacent to The School House, I would 
recommend perhaps reducing the crown of the central Sycamore tree, and 'dispensing' with the 
small Sycamore growing next to the 'garage' wall. The Horse Chestnut is growing out of, and over a 
stone wall, and will probably not come to grand fruition. I cannot see why any of these trees 
represent a "Health and Safety" issue though, unless I have 'missed something'...? 
 
Footpaths.  Footpaths seem to be in good order. 
 
There may well be a case for putting up a prominent new sign at Strete Gate, informing visitors that 
there is to be NO camping on the beach, as it is a S.S.S.I. but I think it is probably a waste of time. 
However, it would do no harm, and may do a small amount of 'good'. 
 
        Regards, 
 
         Ian C. 
 



Dear Helen, 
 
I have very little to report. 
 
There were a lot of cars parked last Sunday on the side of the road from Stretegate going up 
the hill, this caused quite a bit of congestion and difficulties for cars passing both ways as it 
was not easy to see and the road basically became one lane width. 
 
The Milestones are fine. 
 
Kind regards. 
 
Louise 



Strete Parish Council  
Councillors Reports – July 2020 

Peter Hales 
 
VAS Monitoring 
Nothing to report. Operation continues 
Local transport liaison 
The summer bus timetable has been issued. 
There is an additional early morning No. 3 service on weekdays which is 
designed to get people to work in Plymouth from Dartmouth and Kingsbridge:  
     First bus    Last bus 
Dep. Dartmouth Pontoon  05.10     17.15 
Dep. Strete Kings Arms   06.32     17.37 
Arr. Plymouth Royal Parade 07.20     19.35 
 
In the other direction towards Dartmouth:- 
     First bus    Last bus 
Dep Plymouth Royal Parade 0625     17.45 
Dep. Strete Kings Arms   08.22     19.11 
Arr.. Dartmouth Pontoon 08.51     19.35 
 
There are about ten services in each direction on weekdays, spaced roughly an 
hour apart through the day 
On Sundays there are only two services each way, and they start and finish in 
Kingsbridge, so there is no through service to Plymouth. 
Incidentally, the Park and Ride car parks at both Salcombe and Dartmouth 
remain suspended, so with the increased number of visitors there is starting to 
be a lot of pressure on car parking spaces in Dartmouth town. 
 
The Kings Arms – renewal of the ACV 
 

As discussed last month, the application has now been revised to include the 
car park and has been resubmitted to SHDC. We await developments. 
 
Parish Benches 
 
Nothing to report. Action is with IC to repair Old Hill seat and for DR to engage 
Phil Cruse to arrange for a quote for maintenance of the remainder, all as 
resolved at the June meeting. 
 
Peter Hales       13th July 2020 


